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1.Ilepevyenbr KOMIETEHHHUI € YKa3aHHeM

OCBOEHHs 00pa30BaTeJIbLHOMH MPOrPaMMbI

ITanoB ux (opmMupoBaHUSI B Mpolecce

KOI[ N HAUMCHOBAHHNC KOMIICTCHIIN

Oranbl GOpMUPOBAHUS

YK-4. CriocoOeH OCyIIEeCTBIIATh JICIOBYIO
KOMMYHHUKAIIMIO B YCTHOM U MUCbMEHHOM
(dhopmax Ha TOCYJapCTBEHHOM SI3bIKE
Poccuiickon denepanmny 1 ”THOCTPAaHHOM

(pIX) s13BIKE (ax).

1. Paborta Ha y4yeOHBIX 3aHATUSIX
2. CamocrosrenbHas padbora

2.0nucanue nokasareeil 1 KpuTepreB OLEHUBAHUS KOMIIETEHIIUI HA Pa3JIMYHbIX
Tanax ux (pOpMHUpPOBAHUSA, ONIUCAHUE IIKAJ OLEHUBAHUSA

Ouenn | YpoBeHb Oransl Onucanue Kpurepun [xana
BaeMbI dbopmupoBa nokaszaTenen OLICHUBaHUS
chopmupo OIICHUBAaHU
e HUS
BaHHOCTHU q
KoMIIe
TEHIIU
u
YK-4 | Iloporossl | 1. Pabora 3namep: 6a30By10 | BeimonHeHu [IIxana
i Ha JICKCUKY H € IGKCUKO- | OIICHWBAaHU
y4eOHBIX | BBIPOKEHHUsS, a TaK | FpaMMaTU4e | 5 JIEKCHKO-
3aHATHUSA e JICKCUKY, CKHX rpaMMaTHy
X CBSI3aHHYIO CO yIpaxHEHH €CKOTO
2. Camocto CHELMAIBHOCThIO | i YIPa)KHCHH
ATeNbHA s, TITKasa
Ymems: obmarecs B | TectupoBan
s paboTa OIICHUBAHU
OOJBIITMHCTBE ue
. s IEJIOBOTO
TUTTAYHBIX CUTYAIlH,
[Ipoexr IIACHMA,
KOTOpBIE MOTYT OBIThH
(3amuTa mKasia




IIpY MOE3/IKE B MPE3EHTAIM | OLICHUBAHU
CTpaHy U3y4aeMOro | M) s YCTHOTO
SI3bIKA; IOHUMATh OTBETA,
AHHOTAIUA
TEKCThI Ha mIKana
MMOBCEIHEBHBIE U JlenoBoe OIICHUBAaHU
po(eCCUOHATIBHBIE | THCHMO s IPOEKTA (
TEMBbI, B KOTOPBIX . 3ammra
Y CTHBIN
HCTOJIb3YIOTCS Mpe3eHTaI]
OTBET
JIOCTaTOYHO UH), IIKasa
yHIOTpeOUTEIbHbBIC OIICHUBAHU
CJIOBa U o
KOHCTPYKITUHU TECTUPOBAH
v, IIKaa
OLICHUBAHU
s
aHHOTAIUU
VYK-4 | Ilponsuny | 1. PaGota | 3nHams: OCHOBHBIC BeinosiHeHn [IIkana
TBIN Ha JKaHpPbI YCTHOU U € JIEKCUKO- OLICHUBAaHU
y4eOHBIX | TUCBMEHHOM peuH, rpaMMatuue | s JIEKCUKO-
3aHATUS | JIEKCUYECKUE U CKHUX rpaMmaTiy
X rpaMMaTUYeCKue yIpaKHEHU €CKOTO
2. CamocTOo | 0COOEHHOCTH, i yIpaXKHEHH
ATENbHA | CTUJIMCTUYECKUE s, IIKaJa
TectupoBan
s paboTa | 0COOEHHOCTH, OLICHHUBAaHU
., | ue
TEPMUHOJIOTUYECKUM sl 1IEJI0OBOTO
armapar CBOeu [Tpoekt MMchbMa,
CIICMAJIbHOCTH, (3ammuTa IIKanza
ITUPOKUN CTIEKTP npe3eHTany | OUCHUBAHH
Y3KOCTIEUAIBHBIX ) s YCTHOTO
BBIPAKECHUU U OTBETA,
o AHHOTAIMA
KOHCTPYKIIUI 1IKasia
HCHOBOC OLCHHWBAHU
Ymems: nonumarts
MM CHbMO A IIPOCKTa
a3BEpPHYTHIC
paspepry (mpe3eHTarl
JIOKJIaJIbl U JICKLIMH i
Y cTHBIN W), MIKana

110 3HAKOMOM TeMe;

OLICHHMBAHHU




HaIMcaTh MoAPOOHOE
COOOIIIeHNE HA
pa3HbBIC TEMBI,
aHATM3UPOBATH U
MIEPEBOJIUTH CTAThU
10 CIIEI[HAJILHOCTH U
WHCTPYKITUH,
Kacaroluecs

npodeccuoHaTbHON
JESITCIIBHOCTH

Bnaoempy:
po(ecCUOHATIBHO-
OPUEHTUPOBAHHOMN
MEXKKYJIbTYPHOU
KOMIIETEHIIMEH

OTBET

A
TCCTUPOBAH
W1, IIKaJjia
OLICHUBAaHU
Aa
AHHOTaluu

Hlkana OUECHUBAHUA BBINOJIHEHUA JIEKCUKO-2PpAMMAMUUECKUX ynpam‘uenuﬁ

Kpurepun oueHnBanus

Cemectp | paboTa BBINOJHEHA paboTa BbITIOJIHEHA | paboTa BBIMOJIHEHA B
YaCTUYHO, C B MIOJTHOM 00BEMeE, | IIOJITHOM 00BEME,
OOJBITIM HO ¢ OoIHMOKamMu JIOITYyCKarOTCs
KOJINYECTBOM HE3HAYUTEIbHBIC
OIMO0K HEJI0YETHI

1 5 6aytoB 10 6amtoB 15 6amios

2 5 6aytoB 10 6aytoB 15 6amios

3 5 6amioB 10 6aytoB 15 6amios

IlIkana ouenusanua mecmupoeanus




Cemectp 41-60 % Bepubix | 61-80 % Bepubix | 81-100% BepHbIX
OTBETOB OTBETOB OTBETOB

1 8-11 GamoB 12-15 6annos 16-20 6anoB

2 5-8 6aoB 9-11 GamoB 12-15 6annos

3 2-4 b6anna 5-7 GannoB 8-10 6amnoB

Illkana ouenusanusn npoekma (3auiuma npe3eHmayuu)

Kpumepuii oyenxu Ilokazamenu bannn
[1nan paGoTsl [1nan paboThl HAJL MPOEKTOM €CTh 2
[1nan paGoThl OTCYTCTBYET 0
['myOuHa pacKkpbITHS Tema packpsiTa hparMeHTapHO 2
TEMBI IPOEKTA
TemMa packpbITa MOTHOCTHIO 4
3HaHUA aBTOpA MPOEKTA MPEB3OIUTN PAMKHU 6
IPOEKTA
Pa3noo0Opasue Bonpias yacth HHPOpMaLMU HE OTHOCHUTCS 2
UCTOYHUKOB K TeME 4
uHdopmaIuu,
11e71ec000pa3HOCTh UX Hcnonb30oBaH He3HAYUTEIBHBIN 00BEM
HCIIOJIb30BaHUs NOAXOAIIEH HUH(POPMAITUU U3 OTPAaHUYEHHOTO
YHCJia OJIHOTUITHBIX UCTOYHUKOB
[Ipeacrasnena noaHas nHGOpMAIIHS U3 6
pPa3HOOOpa3HBIX UCTOYHUKOB
CooTtBeTcTBUE OTcyTCTBYET YCTAHOBJICHHBIN MpaBUIaMU 2
TpeOOBaHUSIM HNOPSIAOK, CTPYKTYypa
odopmiieHus Bremnuii BUa u peub aBTOpa HE COOTBETCTBYIOT




IMMCbMEHHOM YacCTH U IIpaBuUjIaM MMPOBCACHUSA MPE3CHTALNU

IMPE3CHTAllN

B PErJaMEHT

[IpeanpuHsTH TONBITKK OPOPMUTE PAOOTY
B COOTBETCTBUU C YCTAHOBJICHHBIMH MPaBUIIAMU

Bremnuii BUa 1 peub aBTOpa COOTBETCTBYIOT
IIpaBWJIaM MPOBEICHUS IIPE3ECHTALMU, HO aBTOP HE
BJIaJI€€T KYJIbTYpOH OOILEHNUs, HE YIOKHWICS

UHTEpEC

IIpaBHJIaM IIPOBCACHUA IIPC3CHTALINU,

YeETkoe u rpaMmoTHOE OhopMIleHHE

Bremnuii BHUO 1 PpCUYb aBTOPAa COOTBCTCTBYIOT

aBTOP

BJIAJCET KYJIbTYPOU OOILECHHUS, YIOKHUICS
B pErJIaMEeHT, EMY yJIaJIOCh BbI3BATh OOJIBIIION

Huroro

20 6annoe

IlIkana ouenusanusn ycmuozo omeema

Kpurepuii oueHku Bbanwl
KommyHukaTuBHas 3aa4a He penieHa. Boeicka3plBaHUE 1
CBOJUTCA K OTZAEJIBHBIM CJIOBAM U CIIOBOCOYETAHMSIM.
KommyHukaTuBHas 3a1aua He penieHa. B BrICKa3bIBaHUN 2

OTCYTCTBYIOT JIOTUKA U CBSI3HOCTh. VIcioNb3yeMble SI3bIKOBbIE U
pedeBbie CPEACTBA HE COOTBETCTBYIOT CUTyalluu / TeMe /
npobsiemMe. OObeM BbICKa3bIBaHUS 3HAUUTEIILHO HUXKE
MpOrpaMMHBIX TpeOoBaHmii. Peub oueHbr MenieHHas, co
3HAYUTEIBHBIM KOJIMYECTBOM Nay3. J(OMyIeHO 3HAYNTEIbHOE




KOJIMYECTBO OII_II/I6OK, MMPCIATCTBYIOMIUX KOMMYHHUKAITUU.

KommyHnukaTuBHas 3a1aya pemieHa 4aCTU4HO. B BbICKa3bIBaHUMT
OTCYTCTBYIOT JIOTHKA U I1OCJIEI0OBATEIBHOCTD U3JI0’KeHUA. OHO
HOCHUT HE3aBEPIICHHBIN XapakTep. Mcrnonp3yeMble sI36IKOBBIE U
peueBbIe CPEACTBA YACTO HE COOTBETCTBYIOT CUTYallUU / TEME /
npoosieMe. OObeM BbICKa3bIBaHUS 3HAUUTEIBHO HUXKE
IpOorpaMMHBIX TpeOoBaHUM. Peub He Oernas, co 3HaUUTEIbHBIM
KOJINYECTBOM nay3. KoMneHncaTopHsie yMEHHS HE
UCIIONIB3YIOTCS. JIOMyIIEHO 3HAYUTEIIBHOE KOJIMYECTBO
MIPOU3HOCHUTEIIbHBIX, JEKCHYECKUX U TPAMMATHYECKUX OIMIHOOK,
3aTPYAHAIOIIMX KOMMYHHUKALHIO.

KommyHukaTuBHas 3a/1aua perieHa 4acTu4HO. B BbICKa3bIBaHUU
3HAYUTENBHO HAPYILIEHA JIOTHKA U MTOCIEA0BATEIbHOCTD
n310XeHns. OHO HOCUT HE3aBEPILICHHBIN XapakTep,
OTCYTCTBYET BbIBOJ. VIcriob3yeMbI€ SA3bIKOBBIE U PEUEBBIE
CpelICTBa HE BCETJ]a COOTBETCTBYIOT CUTYyaIuu / Teme /
npobieme. O0beM BhICKa3bIBAHUS HUXKE TPOTPAMMHBIX
TpeboBanmii. Peub He Oernas, co 3HAYUTEIbHBIM KOJTUYECTBOM
nay3. KomneHcaTopHbie yMEHHUS HE UCHOJIB3YIOTCA. JonymieH
PSAI TPOU3HOCUTEIIBHBIX U JIEKCUUECKUX OIIUOOK U
3HAYUTEIHHOE KOJIMYECTBO IPaMMATHUYECKUX OIITHOOK,
3aTPYJHAIOIUX KOMMYHHUKALHUIO.

KommyHuKaTHBHAs 33/1a4a pelieHa He MOJHOCThI0. B
BBICKAa3bIBAHUY 3HAYUTEIILHO HAPYIICHBI JIOTUKA U
MOCJICIOBATEIBLHOCTD U3JI0XKeHHsI. OTCYTCTBYET BBIBO/I, HE
BBIPAXKEHO CBOE OTHOIIIEHUE K 00CykTaemMoii TeMe / mpodieme.
Hcnonp3yeMbie SI36IKOBBIC M PEUEBBIC CPEICTBA HE BCETAA
COOTBETCTBYIOT CHTyaluu / TeMe / mpo0siemMe, OHU
HEJI0CTaTOYHO Pa3HO0Opa3Hbl. OObEM BhICKA3bIBAHUS HHUKE
MporpaMMHBIX TpeOoBaHuii. Peub HeocTaTouHo Oernasi.
KomrneHcaTopHbIe YMEHHS HE HCIIONB3YIOTCS. JlonyIeH psin
POU3HOCUTEIBHBIX, IEKCHYECKUX U TPAMMATHIECKHUX OIITHOOK,




JaCTUYHO BJIMAIOMIMX HA IIPOHCCC KOMMYHHUKAIIUN.

KommyHukaTuBHas1 3a/1a4a B OCHOBHOM pELIEHA.
Bricka3piBaHE HOCUT 3aBEPILICHHBIN XapaKTep, HO UMEIOTCA
HapyILIEHUs JOTUKHU U ITOCIEA0BATEIBHOCTH U3JIOKEHHUS.
OTCyTCTBYET BBIBO/I, HE BBIPAXKEHO CBOE OTHOIIICHUE K
oOcyxnaemoi TeMe / mpobieme. Mcnonb3yeMble S3bIKOBbIE U
peUeBbIie CPEACTBA HE BCEI/1a COOTBETCTBYIOT CUTYAINH / TeMe /
npobJieMe, OHU HEJIOCTAaTOYHO pa3HooOpasHbl. Mcnonb3yeMble
CBSI3YIOILIAE 2JIEMEHTHI HE BCEr/la aJICKBaTHBI pEIIaeMOu 3a7aue.
OOBbeM BBICKa3bIBAHHSI HECKOJIBKO HUKE IMTPOTrPAaMMHBIX
TpeboBanuii. Peub HemocTaTouHo Oernast. KomneHncatopHeie
YMEHHUS UCTIIOJIB3YIOTCS HEAOCTATOYHO. JlOIyIeH psaj
IIPOU3HOCUTEINBHBIX, IEKCUUECKUX U IPAaMMaTHYECKUX OIINOOK,
YaCTUYHO BIUSIOIINX Ha MPOLECC KOMMYHUKALIUH.

KoMmmyHuKkaTHBHAs 3a/1aya pellieHa OTHOCUTEIBHO MOJTHO.
Bricka3piBaHHE HOCHUT 3aBEPIIIECHHBIN XapaKTep, HO UMEIOTCA
HE3HAUUTETbHbIC HAPYIICHHS JIOTUKU U TIOCIIEIOBATEIHbHOCTH.
OTcyTCTBYET BBIBOJI, €CTh 3aTPYAHEHUS B BRIPAXKEHUH CBOETO
OTHOIIICHUS K 00Cyx1aemoit Teme / mpobieme. Mcnosibzyemblie
SI3bIKOBBIC U PEUYEBBIE CPEACTBA B OCHOBHOM COOTBETCTBYIOT
cuTyanuu / Teme / mpobiaemMe, HO X pa3HOOOpa3ue OrpaHuyYEHO.
Hcnonb3yembie CBA3YIOLIME 3JIEMEHTHI B OCHOBHOM aJIEKBATHBI
peraemoii 3a1aue. O0beM BBICKA3bIBAHUSI COOTBETCTBYET
MporpaMMHBIM TpeboBaHusIM. Peus nocraTouno 6ermnas. B
ciIydae 3aTpyJHEHUN UCTIOIB3YIOTCSI KOMIICHCATOPHBIC YMEHHUS.
Jlomy1iiieHbl OTACIBHBIC MPOU3HOCUTEIBHBIE, JICKCUUECKUE U
rpaMMaTHYECKUE OLIUOKH.

KoMmmyHukaTiBHAs 3a/1a4a peiieHa OTHOCUTEIBHO TOJTHO.
BrIicka3biBaHHE HOCUT 3aBEPIIEHHBIN XapaKTep, MOCTPOEHO
JIOTUYHO | CBSI3HO. ECTh 3aTpyaHEHUS B BEIPAXKCHUH CBOETO
OTHOIIIEHHS K 00Cyk1aemoil Teme / mpobisieme. Mcnosb3yemblie
SA3BIKOBBIE U PEUYEBBIE CPEACTBA COOTBETCTBYIOT CUTYaIuu /




TeMe / mpobaemMe 1 BapbUPYIOTCS B Ipeieiax U3y4eHHOTO
Mmarepuaina. Micrnoabp3yeMble CBA3YIOUINE HIEMEHTH B OCHOBHOM
anekBaTHbl. OObEM BbICKA3bIBaHUSI COOTBETCTBYET
nporpaMMHbIM TpeboBaHusiM. Peus Oernas. B ciayuae
3aTpyJHEHUI HCTIONB3YIOTCS KOMIIEHCATOPHBIE YMEHHUSL.
Jlomy1ieHbl OTAETbHBIC TPOU3HOCUTENIbHBIC, TEKCUIECKIE U
rpaMMaTH4eCcKHe OMIMOKH, HE MPEMATCTBYIOIINE
KOMMYHHKAITHH.

KommyHukaTuBHas 3a71a4a pelieHa NoJIHOCThIO. BbICKa3bIBaHUE
MOCTPOEHO JIOTUYHO U CBSI3HO M UMEET 3aBEPIIEHHBIN XapakTep.
BripaxkeHo cBOe OTHOIIEHUE K 00CyXaaemMoil Teme / mpobiieme.
Hcrnionb3yemble SI3bIKOBBIE U PEYEBBIE CPEACTBA COOTBETCTBYIOT
cuTyauuu / TeMe / mpobiieMe U BapbUPYIOTCS B Ipeesiax
M3Y4YEHHOr0o MaTepuaina. Mcnosb3yroTcs aaeKkBaTHbIE
CBs3yIoLIME 37eMeHThl. OO0BEM BbICKa3bIBaHUSI COOTBETCTBYET
MporpaMMHBIM TpeboBaHusIM. Peus Oernas. B ciayuae
HE0OXOJMMOCTH UCIIONb3YIOTCS KOMIIEHCATOPHBIE YMEHUS.
JlomynieHbl €TMHUYHBIE TPOU3HOCUTENIbHBIE U TPAMMATUYECKHE
OLIMOKY, HE MPEMSITCTBYIOUINE KOMMYHUKALIUH.

KommyHukaTuBHas 3a1aua pelieHa NoJIHOCThIO. BbIcKa3bIBaHUE
MTOCTPOEHO JIOTUYHO, CBSI3HO M UMEET 3aBEPIICHHBIN XapaKTep.
BripaxkeHo cBoe OTHOIIICHUE K 00Cy>KIaeMoil Teme / ipobiieme.
Hcnonb3yembie SI3bIKOBBIE U PEYEBBIE CPEJICTBA COOTBETCTBYIOT
cuTyanuu / Teme / mpobieMe U BapbUPYIOTCs B Ipeienax
M3Y4EeHHOT0 MaTepuana. Mcrnonb3yroTcs ajgekBaTHbIE
CBs3yIOIIHE 37eMeHTh. O0BeM BBICKa3bIBAaHUS COOTBETCTBYET
porpaMMHBIM TpeOoBaHusIM. Peun Oernas. JlonyieHsl
SAMHUYHBIC TTPOU3HOCHUTEIILHBIC OMTUOKHU, HE TIPETISITCTBYIOIIHIC
KOMMYHHUKAITIH

10

Illkana ouenusanus anHomayuu




Kpurepuii ouenku

Bbaniabl

AHHOTaIMs OTPAXKAET MOJHOCTBIO COIEPKAHUE TEKCTA.
CrpykTypa 4eTKas, OTpa)KkaeT JOTHYECKOE JIeJIEHUE TEKCTA.
Hcnonb3oBaHbl peyeBble kiuiie. [ paMmmaTuueckue u
MYHKTYallMOHHbIE OMHUOKH OTCYTCTBYIOT.

10 6ayioB

AHHOTAIUSI HE COBCEM TOYHO MEPEeaeT CoJIepKaHue TEKCTa.
CTpyKkTypa aHHOTAIIMU HE IOCTATOYHO BEPHO MEpeaacT
JIOTUYECKOE WICHEHHUE TeKcTa. [[puCcCyTCTBYIOT HE3HAUUTEIbHBIE
rpaMMaTHYCCKUE M MTyHKTYallMOHHBIC OMUOKH (2-4).

6 0ayuI0B

AHHOTaNMs YaCTUYHO NepenaeT coaepxanue tekcra. CTpykrypa
AHHOTAIlMHA HE COOTBETCTBYET JIOTUKE TIOCTPOCHHUS TEKCTA.
PeueBrpie knume MCNONb30BAHBI HEYMECTHO, PUCYTCTBYIOT
IrpaMMaTHYECKUE U MyHKTYallHOHHbIE OLITUOKHU.

2 Gaiua

Illkana ouenueanus 0ey106020 RUCbMA

Kpurtepuii oueHku

Bbanuabl

1. Crpykrypa u odopmiieHHe B COOTBETCTBHHM C
BHJIOM /€JI0BOr0 NUCbMA. J[aHHBIM KpUTECPUM O3HAYAET, YTO
MUChbMO O(OPMIICHO IO TIpaBUJIaM, €CTh YeTKasl CTPYKTypa MUChMa
KaK B OpOpPMJICHUM TaK U B CAMOM THUCHME.

2

2. Conep:xkanue. B JaHHOM KpUTEpUM YUYUTHIBAECTCS
HAaCKOJbKO TOJHO, TOYHO W TMPaBUIBHO OBLIO HAMMCaHO
NUCbMO/JJOKYMEHT Ha 3aJaHHyl0 Temy. OLEHUBAIOTCA HUIEH H
NOCJIEIOBATEILHOCTh MH(POPMALIUU B PACKPBITHH NMHChMA.

3.  Jlekcuka. OreHuBaeTcs pa3HOOOpa3Ue JEKCUUYECKUX
CTPYKTYp, HCIOJB3YEeMBIX  JJI1  COCTABJIICHHS  JIOKyMEHTa/
HaIMCaHUe MMChMa

4, I'pammaTuka. OneHuBaeTcs pazHooOpasue,
CJIO)KHOCTBh M TOYHOCTHh 'PAMMATHYECKUX KOHCTPYKIIHA.

HUToro

10




3. KoHTpoOJIbHBIE 3aJaHNSI UJIM UHbIe MATEPUAJIbI, HeO0XOAUMBbIE JIJI5l OLIeHKH 3HAHMI,
YMEHHH, HAaBBIKOB W (MJHM) ONBbITA [EeATEJbHOCTH, XapPAKTEPHU3YIOLIUX 3TAlbI
¢GopmMupoBaHus KOMIIETEHIIUI B MIPoLecce 0CBOCHUS 00Pa30BaTeJIbHON MPOrPaMMbI

Texymuii KOHTPOJIb

YK-4. CniocoGen ocymecTBIsiTh 1€JI0BYI0 KOMMYHHKAIIMIO B YCTHOH M MHCbMeHHOI (popmMax Ha
rocyiapcTBeHHoM si3bike Poccuiickoit @enepanuy 1 MHOCTPAHHOM (bIX) fI3bIKE (aX).

3namsb: 6a30BYI0 JIEKCUKY M BBIPAJKEHHS, a TAK Ke JEeKCHKY, CBSI3aHHYIO CO
CIeNHATbHOCTHIO

3amanus, HEOOXOAMMBIE JUIsl OlleHWBaHHS copmupoBaHHocTH YK-4 Ha moporoBom
YPOBHE

1 cemecTp

Jlekcuko — rpaMmMaTUI€CKUEC YIIPAKHCHUA
BriOepuTe npaBUIIbHBIN BapHaHT OTBETA.
1 John has so many dresses/clothes he needs a new wardrobe to put them all in!
2 What | like about my job is that | can know/meet lots of new people.
3 The children are only behaving badly because they are annoyed/bored . Find
them something to do!
4 My grandmother has to go into hospital for some tests/exams .
5 I used to have a very boring job working in a fabric/factory .
6 The doctor said | had to make an appointment with a specialist so that she could
examine/visit me.
7 That was such a terrible/terrific film that I'm going to buy the DVD when it comes
out.
8 Don't forget to close/switch off the TV before you go to bed.
9 I had a terrible discussion/argument with my boss, and now I'm worried I'll lose
my job.
10 The nice thing about a family funeral is the chance to see all your relatives/
parents again.
11 I live in the city, but my family still lives in a small village/country in the
mountains.
12 At school my favourite subject/argument was maths.




TecTupoBanue

1 We gave ....ccceveceeiiecieecien, a meal. a) at the visitors b) for the visitors c) the
visitors d) to the visitors

2 I'm busy at the moment...........cccevvevieiieiinninenn, on the computer. a) | work b) I'm
work c) I'm working d) | working

SMyfriend .....cc.cooveiiiieiinen. the answer to the question. a) is know b) know c)
knowing d) knows

4 1 think I'll buy these Shoes..........cccccovevevieeiiieiiee, really well. a) They fit b) They
have fit ¢) They're fitting d) They were fitting

S5Where ..o, the car? a) did you park b) did you parked c) parked
you d) you parked

6 At nine o'clock yesterday morning we .............cc....... for the bus. a) wait b)
waiting ¢) was waiting d) were waiting

7 When | looked round the door, the baby......... ......... quietly. a) is sleeping b) slept
c) was sleeping d) were sleeping

8 Here's my report.......cccccoeevvveeieeiieesieennnn. it at last. a) | finish b) I finished ¢) I'm
finished d) I've finished

91l've....... made some coffee. It's in the kitchen. a) ever b) just c) never d) yet

10 We..ooe e, to Ireland for our holidays last year. a) goes b) going
c) have gone d) went 11 Robert... ... il for three weeks. He's still in hospital. a) had
been b) has been c) is d) was

12 My arms are aching now because ........ since two o'clock. a) I'm swimming b) |

swam c) | swim d) I've been swimming

13 I'm very tired. over four hundred miles today. a) I drive b) I'm driving c) I've
been driving d) I've driven 14 When Martin the car, he took it out for a drive. a) had
repaired b) has repaired c) repaired d) was repairing

15 Janet was out of breath because ... a) she'd been running b) she did run c) she's
been running d) she's run 16 Don't worry. | be here to help you. a) not b) shall c)
willn't d) won't

2 cemecTp
Jlekcuko — rpaMMaTHYecKOe YIpaskHeHHe



phone.............coviiiiiiiiiin, (ring). It ... (stop) after a few rings.
21t (be) cold when we ......cooeevvveeeenne . . (leave) the house
that day, and alight snow.............. cccccovvrrenneeneenn(fall).

3 Your friend who................ veeeveeeereenne... (come) here the other day

veveeen(seem) verynice. L. e, (€NjOY) meeting
her.

4Whenl...........ooooo (see) theman, he ........ccooeeeeiniiicnnnnanne, (stand)
outside the bank. He.......................il. (have) a black baseball cap on.
SWhenl.......ooooooiii (open) the cupboard door, a pile of books (fall)
out.
Ol (walk) along the street when I
suddenly...........coooiiiiiii (feel) something hit me in the back. I
.................................... (not / know) what it was.
TWe. o (go) to London yesterday, but on the way
We (hear) about a bomb scare in Oxford Street. So
W (drive) back home straightaway. 8 Something very
SEEANZE ..t (happen) to me on my way home from work yesterday
afternoon. I ...l (drive) along the bypass at the time. Suddenly
Lo (see) my mother in the seat beside me. But she died three years
ago.

TecTupoBanue

1 A: Could I have a word with you, please? B: Sorry, I'm in a big hurry. My
L1 -1 | in fifteen minutes.

a) is going to leave b) leaves c) will leave

2 A: Have you decided about the course? B: Yes, | decided last weekend.
................................................... for a place.

a) | apply b) I am to apply c) I'm going to apply
3 A: I'm trying to move this cupboard, but it's very heavy. B: Well,

a) | help b) I'll help c) I'm going to help

4 A: Is the shop open yet? B: No, but there's someone inside. I think

a) it opens b) it's about to open c) it will open



5 A: Do you mind not leaving your papers all over the table? B: Oh, sorry. I'll take them all
with me when ............

a) 1gob) I'll go ¢) I'm going

6 A: It's a public holiday next Monday. B: Yes, | know.
.......................................................... anything special?

a) Are you doing b) Do you do c¢) Will you do
7 A: Let's go to the carnival, shall we? B: Yes, good idea. | expect ........... be fun.
a) it'll be b) it's ¢) it's being
3 cemecTp
Jlekcuko — rpaMmMaTUI€CKOC YIIPAKHCHUE

1Tom:Didyousee................. (football) on television last night? Melanie: No, | hate
......................... (football). I was watching .................(news) on the other channel.

2.Rachel: Did your family have a dog when you were younger? Vicky: No, thank
goodness. I'm afraidof..................oi (dogs). I didn't like
.............................. (dogs) that were running around in the park yesterday. | was
afraid they were going to attack me.

3. Melanie: You shouldn't drive so much, Mark. You know

that.........oooi (CArsS) CAUSE ..ovvveeieeeiieeiiieeenanns (pollution),
don't you? Mark: Yes, but ....................ooo it (cars) these days are cleaner than
they used to be. ISN'tit........cccvvevieiie e, (aeroplanes) that are mainly
responsible fOr........ccoovveve i (pollution) of the atmosphere?

4. Melanie: I've put some bread out in the garden for ...................ooiiiiiiinl.
(birds). Tom: YOu HKe......ccccovvveiiieiie s, (birds), don't you? Melanie: Yes,
[do.T1ove .oovviiiiiii (wildlife), in fact. I'd much rather live in the
country if I could.

5. Laura: You're always reading books about ..............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, (history),
aren't you? Harriet: It was always my favourite subject. Do you know anything about
................................................ (history) of this area? Laura: No, but if you like looking
rOUNd ..o (museums) and .............ccooiiiiiinnn. (old buildings),
we could find out about it together.



TecTupoBanue

1 Everyone's asleep. We................. make a noise. a) couldn't b) mustn't ¢) needn't d)

wouldn't
2 you like to go for a ride with us? a) Do b) Should c¢) Will d) Would
3 I wonder if this is the right way. It .....not be. a) can b) could ¢) might d) must

4 1 don't think I want to see this film. ~ Oh, I think you................. enjoy it. a) can b)

shall ¢) will d) would

5 I'm quite happy to walk. You .......... drive me home. a) don't b) haven't ¢c) mustn't d)

needn't
6 1 show you the way? ~ Oh, thank you. a) Do b) Shall ¢) Will d) Would
7 It's late. | think we ................. better go. a) had b) have c) should d) would

8 We all tried to push the van, butit................. move. a) can't b) couldn't ¢) won't d)

wouldn't

9 | have some more tea, please? a) Could b) Shall ¢) Will d) Would

Ymemu: 061maTbest B OONBIIMHCTBE TUIIMYHBIX CUTYallui, KOTOPbIE MOTYT OBITh MpHU
MOE3/IKE B CTPAHY U3Y4aeMOro S3bIKa; TOHUMATh TEKCTHI HA TOBCEIHEBHBIE U
npo(eccuoHaNbHBIE TEMBI, B KOTOPBIX HCIOIb3YIOTCS IOCTATOYHO YIIOTPEOUTENbHBIC
CJI0BA U KOHCTPYKIIUHU

MpumepHaa memamuKa npoekmHol desmenbHocmMu



1 cemecTtp

1. HaymoHanbHbIN dnar Benmkobputanum Union Jack.

2. HaunoHanbHaa ogexga LLoTtnaHaues.

3. CMMBO/IMKA pa3HbIx YacTe BennkobpuTaHum.

4. Ocob6eHHOCTU aHTIMNCKOM KyXHW.

5. BpUTaHCKKUIA HAUMOHA/NbHbIN XapaKTep N 0CO6EHHOCTN MeHTaUTETa.

6. AHramnckmin tomop. Monty Python — TBOpuyeckuir coto3 BeTepaHOB OpuUTaAHCKOM
Komeaun n catupbl

7. O3épHbIN Kpan 1 No3Tbl-pOMaHTUKKN “O3EpHoN WKonbl”.
8. 3onotou Bek Ennzasetol I

9. TeopuecTtBo Ynnbama LLekcnupa. Teatp MNobyc.

10. MNo33ua PobepTa BépHca.

11. TeaTtpnl JToHAOHA.

12. Asopubl 1 pe3naeHumn Koponesbl BennkobputaHum.

13. BpUTaHCKNIA NAapaaMeHT U PO/ib MOHApXa.

3ananusi, He0OXOAMMBIE 7S OlleHUBaHuUs chopmupoBaHHOCTH Y K-4 Ha MpoABUHYTOM
ypOBHE

3Hnamb: OCHOBHBIE )KAHPbI YCTHON M MUCbMEHHOM peYH, JIEKCUYECKUE U TPAMMAaTUYECKHE
0COOEHHOCTH, CTUITUCTUYECKHUE OCOOEHHOCTH, TEPMUHOJIOTMYECKUI anmnapar cBoen
CHEUATbHOCTH, ITUPOKHUM CIIEKTP Y3KOCHEIIUATbHBIX BBIPAXKEHUN U KOHCTPYKIIUI

1 cemecTp
JlekcHKko — rpaMMaTH4YecKoe yIpaKHeHHe
[ (decide) to go to Greece together for a holiday.
() P (we / wait) in the queue at passport control when suddenly

() P (I / realize) that (4)....cccn.e.... (I / forget) my passport.



() (it / be) quite a shock. (6).......ccccevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiien... I/

hurry) to a phone and (7)) ..oooviiviiiiiiiiiiiin.a.. (ring) my parents.
(8) e (they / work) in the garden, but luckily my mother
(9) i (hear) the phone. (10) ....ccccccvevievieeiiecieeen, (they / find) the
passport and immediately (11).................... ................(drive) to the airport with it.
(12)eeecieeeeeeeeeeeeeiceeeeeee.. (] / meet) them at the information desk. (13)
........................................ (we / have) no time to talk, but (14).................ceo (1 /
say) goodbye to them earlier that morning. (15)..............ccoviiiiini.n. (I / run) all the
way to the plane. I was just in time. When (16)............................. (I / get) there, the
passengers (17)..........cccoeennen. (sit) in their seats ready for take-off. When (18) (they /
see) me, everyone (19).................................. (start) clapping
TecrupoBanue
1. I'm now going to give you 10 tips for running a really successful website. A)

invaluable B) valueless C) worthless D) unworthy E) unprofitable

2. Well, they were both in perfect running order only this morning, but this one is now

definitely out of . You'll have to use the other one. A) order B) business C) work
D) employment E) job
3. The doctors tried everything they could to ............ the patient's blood pressure. A)

produce B) reduce C) clarify D) hasten E) climb

4. His new appointment takes ............. from the beginning of next month. A) place B)
effect C) post D) part E) position

5. It needed the collective genius of mankind to ............ the wheel. A) discover B)
constitute C) find D) perform E) invent

6. Further research is needed to find out what side ................ this pill has on a person's
digestive system. A) affects B) defects C) suspects D) effects E) reflects

7. I noticed that there were two buttons ................ from his coat. A) falling B) losing C)
departing D) dropping E) missing

8. The main road through Turgutlu and Salihli was blocked all day yesterday due to an
accident ............... two lorries (trucks). A) containing B) fastening C) involving D)
including E) combining

9. As he hated every minute of his life in the army, it is no wonder that he decided one
day to ............ his unit. A) dessert B) descend C) avoid D) desert E) deserve



10. He was dismissed from the service for his insistent . A) alertness B) nobility
C) disobedience D) caution E) alliance

11. It is no injustice to say that the sense of ............. a person has is closely bound up
with his cultural background. A) harbour B) rumour C) tumour D) labour E) humour

12. 1 love you. | can't ................ the thought of ever losing you. A) support B) bear C)
think of D) hold E) carry

13. You seem to have developed a number of extracurricular interests which ...............
you from your studies. A) distract B) obstruct C) arrest D) inhibit E) encourage

14. It was a good piece of land. They got quite ............ by using it to cultivate the much-
needed industrial plants. A) tranquil B) peaceful C) responsible D) hostile E)
prosperous

15. I don't think that was a very ............ decision. The people are bound to rise up
against it in arms. A) enormous B) tremendous C) intellectual D) malignant E) wise

16. These figures should give you a rough idea as to the cost of ............. a sports car. A)
maintenance B) accessories C) repairing D) license plate E) running

17. Grandma has no authority over the children and lets them do anything they like.

They're completely , as a result. A) spoilt B) damaged C) humorous D) scornful
E) impulsive
18. I'tried to ............... the car, but | couldn't see very well what was behind me. A)

reveal B) react C) reverse D) restore E) repair

19. Later models were slightly , but the original design remained the same on
the whole. A) elevated B) emphasized C) modified D) evaluated E) discarded

20. Like all empires, the Ottomans went through their periods of rise, decline and fall,
finally leaving the stage to the young Turkish , founded under the leadership of
Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk on Oct. 29, 1923. A) Constitution B) Reform C) Secularism D)
Independence E) Republic

2 cemecTp
JlekcHKko — rpaMMaTH4YecKoe yIpaKHeHHe

1 Say that you finished the crossword today.



ACTUAITY, oo
2 Admit that your room needs tidying up. I'm afraid

6 Admit that this place depresses you. YOou KNOW, ........ccccccvvveiiieeiieeiiie e

7 Tell your friend that you worry about your job prospects. You

TecrupoBanue
1 He saw an empty shop. He was walking around town one day. (while) ..........

2 He thought carefully. He decided to buy it. (before)...............
3 He bought the shop. He had little money of his own. (despite)...................
4 He became successful. He gave the customers what they wanted, (by) ...........
5 He put the profit back into the business. He didn't spend it on himself, (instead of).........
6 He was happy. He was running his own business, (when) ..................
7 He fell ill. He worked too hard, (asaresultof) ..................
8 He has made a lot of money. He bought his first shop ten years ago. (since)...............
9 A: It's a pity the lake wasn't frozen yesterday. B: Yes, itis. If it ........ccoccovrnen frozen,
we could have gone skating.
a) had been b) was c) would be d) would have been
10 A: Haven't you got enough money for a holiday? B: Oh yes. I've got some saved up
veveveen.... I'suddenly need it.

a) if b) in case c) that d) unless



11 A: What are you going to do next year? B: Iwish I ...................... the answer to
that question.
a) knew b) know c) could know d) would know
12 A: These figures are too complicated to work out in your head. B: Yes, if
........................... we had a calculator.
a) better b) only c) really d) that
13 A: What are you doing later this afternoon? B: Oh, ............................ the
game finishes, I'll go home, | expect.
a) if b) in case c) unless d) when
14 A: Do you think I should take the job? B: You shouldn't do
anything........................... you think it's the right thing to do.
a) if b) in case c) unless d) when
15 A: There's always something going wrong with this car. B: If you had any sense,
you'd ............. it long ago.
a) be selling b) have sold c) sell d) sold

Jlekcuko — rpaMMaTH4YecKoe ynpaKHeHue
Make your choice.

During periods of terrorist activity by the IRA, people in Britain are always (>)being
warned to look out for bombs. Any bag or parcel without an owner (1).................
seen as a risk to the public. Some time ago j a cardboard box was found at the entrance
to Bristol Zoo one day. It was noticed (2).................. a visitor and reported to the
director. Clearly, if it was a bomb and it went off, people might (3)............... killed.
So army bomb experts (4)................ called in, and the box was safely blown up in a
controlled explosion. Soon afterwards (5)................. was reported that the box had
() [T left there by a boy wanting to find a new home for his pet rat. He was

tired of the rat, he explained, but he was unwilling to (7) .................... it put to sleep



by a vet, so he left it in a box outside the zoo. The director of the zoo is thought

(63 PO be unenthusiastic about looking after people's unwanted pets. No one
knows what | the rat thought about (9) .................... blown up
TecTupoBanue
1 Irang my friend in Australia yesterday, and she said it....................... raining

there. a) is b) should be c) to be d) was

2 The last time | saw Jonathan, he looked very relaxed. He explained that he'd been on
holiday the............. .......... week.
a) earlier b) following c) next d) previous
31wonder...................... the tickets are on sale yet.
a) what b) when ¢) where d) whether
4Ttoldyou......cvvvniiinnnnns switch off the computer, didn't I?
a) don't b) not c) not to d) to not
5 Someone...............enuenee me there's been an accident on the motorway.
a) asked b) said c) spoke d) told
6 When | rang Tessa some time last week, she said she was busy........................
day.
a) that b) the c) then d) this
7 When he was at Oliver's flat yesterday, Martin asked ifhe....................... use the
phone.

a) canb) could c) may d) must

8Judy v going for a walk, but no one else wanted to.

a) admitted b) offered c) promised d) suggested

9 What did that man say ............. ?

a) at you b) for you c) to you d) you

10 ...oeee. | really need is a long holiday.

a) that b) what c) which d) who



11 At last I've found the information that | was looking ............
a) for b) for it c) for that d) it

12 Everyone.........ccovvvvvveennnnnnn. the building was searched by the police.

a) enter b) entered c) entering d) enters

13 Theplane............cceevenvennnn. has just taken off is an hour late.

a) it b) what c) which d) who

14 1 had just one reply. Abcowas the......................o.e .. company to reply to my
letter.

a) last b) most c) only d) second

15 My friend Nigel,......................ool . works in the City, earns much more than I
do.

a) that b) which c) who d) whose

16 Martin is someone With ...............ccccceeen, | usually agree.

a) him b) that ¢) who d) whom
17 I'd like to see the photo....................
a) took b) you took it ¢) that you took d) that you took it

18 Atlantais the city...................oeeeee the Olympic Games were held in 1996.
a) that b) when c¢) where d) which

19 It rained all the time,..........cccccoveveecieene, was a great pity.

a) that b) what c) which d) who

20 We passed shops ...........ccoeeviiininnn o windows were decorated for Christmas.

a) the b) their c) which d) whose

Ymems: nonuMath pa3BepHyThIE JOKIbI U JIEKIIUU TTO 3HAKOMOM TeMe; HanmucaTh
noApoOHOe COOOIIEHNE Ha pa3HbIE TEMBI; aHAJIM3UPOBAThH U NIEPEBOJUTH CTATHH MO
CIIEUAIBHOCTH M MHCTPYKITUH, Kacaromuecs: Npo(eccuoHaaIbHON AesTeTbHOCTH

Read the text and match each part with its title.



B 3a0anuu oona mema nuwinss.

A. SUCCESSFUL CAREER

B. EDUCATION

C. SPORTS NEWS

D. ORIGIN OF WORDS

E. LONG-A WAITED VICTORY

F. IMPROVING LANGUAGE

G. POPULAR BOOK

H. BOOK REVIEW

1. For the first time since 1948, the British capital will host the summer Olympic Games. It
was the fourth participation of Britain in the battle to host the games after failed attempts
of Birmingham for the 1992 Olympics and Manchester for 1996 and 2000. "I’'m looking
forward to what I’m sure will be a fantastic Olympic Games,” said Prince William.

2. There are many factors, both social and psychological, which influence the roles of
teachers and learners in the classroom. The book "Roles of Teachers and Learners” by
Tony Wright helps teachers to understand these roles. And the ways in which co-operative
learning may best be fostered.

3. It’s calculated that Joanne Rowling, the author of very famous books about Harry Potter,
is earning $36,000,000 daily and her total profit is already more than $1,000,000,000.

4. In 2005 " Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince” broke the previous record of Potter
series itself as wall as all other records had ever held by freshly published books: more
than 8.9 million copies had been sold within 24 hours since the moment of release.

5. The word "hamburger” comes from the name of the German city Hamburg and not from
the word "ham”, and so the word "cheeseburger”, sometimes used to mean a similar kind
of sandwich with cheese instead of meat, is based on a false analogy.

6. Reading works of literature gives students an insight into the variety of ways language
has been handled over the last three centuries. It is both rewarding and motivating for
learners to discover they can understand the language, and that they can even enjoy the
experience of reading an English or American classic.

7. The world’s famous cycling race comes to its exiting conclusion when the riders cap off
three weeks of road racing and 21 stages with a sprint down the Champs Elysees in Paris.
The Tour de France will be broadcast live daily at Sport land at 5 p.m. until the last stage
on Sunday, June 24.

1 2 3 4 3) 6 /




2. Ilpouumaiime mexcm u vinoaHume 3adanusi. Omeemvme Ha BONPOCHL 3A0AHUI,
8b10PAB 0OUH U3 NPEONOINCEHHBIX Bapuanmos omeemos 1, 2 unu 3.

There is something about the English Channel that has always fascinated the human
race and it has always played a special role in British history. The sea itself has always
been important to mankind but the Channel often created a barrier between Great Britain
and the Continent. This barrier has existed for more than 12,000 years and the desire to
break it has occupied the minds of many people for almost two hundred years.

The construction of the tunnel is perhaps the most incredible engineering project of the
20th century. In fact its completion was called a "technical triumph”.

However, the first proposal to build a Channel Tunnel appeared in 1802, when a French
engineer presented his project for two tunnels to cross it. Historians say Napoleon was
interested in that plan. But Napoleon was more interested in fighting the British than in
linking the two countries, and shortly afterwards a new war between England and France
began. There were many other plans to build a tunnel but unfortunately all of them failed.
It was not until after the last war that Britain and France began seriously considering the
project. On the 12th February, 1986, Mrs. Thatcher and President Mitterrand signed the
Franco-British Treaty which allowed the construction and the operation of the Channel
Tunnel. The tunnel was completed eight years later.

It is now very quick and easy to cross the Channel. You don’t have to book a ticket. The
Channel Tunnel trains operate twenty-four hours a day, every day of the year. You can
now cross the Channel in thirty-five minutes. At last the great barrier has been broken.

In 1996, the American Society of Civil Engineers, with Popular Mechanics, selected the
tunnel as one of the Seven Wonders of the Modern World.

1. What has always been important to all people?
a. The English Channel.

b. The sea.

c. The tunnel.

2. What did Europeans want to do for many years?

a. To create a barrier between Great Britain and the Continent.
b. To sign a contract on the construction of the tunnel.

c. To connect Great Britain and the continent by train service.
3. When did the Channel Tunnel begin to function?

a. In 1994.

b. In 1986.

c. In 1996.

4. Who proposed the first plan to build a tunnel under the Channel?
a. Napoleon

b. A French engineer.

c. President Mitterrand.

5. When did the construction of the tunnel become possible?
a. After the treaty had been signed.

b. After the engineering project had been presented.



c. After many other plans had been discussed.

6. Why is it easy to cross the Channel at present?
a. The tickets are cheap.

b. The tickets are sold everywhere.

c. The trains go day and night.

7. What is the best title for the text?

a. Engineering Projects.

b. The Channel Tunnel.

c. Seven Wonders of the World.

1 2 3 4 S 6 Il

Baangersb: npodeccnoHanbHO-OpHEHTHPOBAHHON MEXKKYJIBTYPHOU KOMIIETEHIIMEH

3aganus, HEOOXOAUMBbIE IJIi OLUEHUBAHUS cPopMupoBaHHOCTH YK-4 Ha mpoaBUHYTOM
YpOBHE

Reading. Read the text.

With the words “Elementary, my dear Watson...” the most famous detective of all
times, Sherlock Holmes, starts to explain something to his friend, Dr. Watson. That phrase
has now entered the English language

Sherlock Holmes first appeared in 1882. He became famous in ‘The Adventures of
Sherlock Holmes”. After that came the whole series of books about him: “The Memoirs of
Sherlock Holmes”, “The Return of Sherlock Holmes”, “The Hound of the Baskervilles”
and many others. Many thousands of books about Sherlock Holmes are still sold every
year.

Who invented Sherlock Holmes? Arthur Conan Doyle was his inventor. He was a
doctor. In 1882 he moved from Scotland to England to set up a practice. One of the doctors
he worked for, Dr. Joseph Bell, was the model for Sherlock Holmes's friend, Dr. Watson.
Conan Doyle's medical knowledge was a great help to him in his detective stories.

Conan Doyle started the fashion of tile detective story. Today the fashion goes on.

And what sort of man is Sherlock Holmes? We learn a lot about him from the stories
in which he appears. He is a quiet man, who only speaks when he has something to say. He
smokes a pipe (he has a collection of them). He plays the violin. He carries a
large magnifying glass. He lives at 221B Baker Street in London.

If you go to London, you will not be able to find 221 B Baker Street. But instead,
you can go to a pub called the “Sherlock Holmes”. In that pub there is a room exactly like




Sherlock Holmes's room at 221B Baker Street as described in Conan Doyle’s stories. On
the walls there are drawings from the original editions about Sherlock Holmes.

I. The text is about ...
1) Sherlock Holmes's work.
2) the most famous detective and his inventor.
3) Dr. Watson's medical practice.
4) Conan Doyle's education.
I1. Choose the right sentence.
1) Dr. Watson was Dr. Bell's assistant.
2) Dr. Watson was Conan Doyle's friend.
3) Dr. Watson was Conan Doyle's book character.
4) Dr. Watson was Sherlock Holmes's relative.
I11. Find the wrong statement.
1) Dr. Watson was Sherlock Holmes's friend.
2) Conan Doyle was a doctor.
3) There is 221 B Baker Street in London.
4) The fashion of the detective stories goes on.
V. Complete the sentence.
Conan Doyle is known to everybody as...
1) the author of books about Sherlock Holmes.
2) a talented doctor.
3) a good friend of Dr. Joseph Bell.
4) a man who opened a pub in Baker Street.
V. Answer the question.
When did Sherlock Holmes use the phrase “Elementary, my dear Watson ““?
1) after he gave Watson the explanation of his guess
2) if he wanted Watson to investigate the crime himself
3) before he began to explain something to Watson
4) if Watson asked him how to find the criminal
V1. Choose the title to the text.
1) Doctor Watson and Sherlock Holmes
2) Conan Doyle and Dr. Joseph Bell
3) Conan Doyle's Family
4) Conan Doyle and His Characters

IIpomMesxkyTOUYHAS aTTECTALUA

VK-4. CnocoGen ocymecTBIsTh JEN0OBYH0 KOMMYHHKALMIO B YCTHOM M IHCBMEHHOW ()opMax Ha
rocyaapcTBeHHOM si3bike Poccuiickoit denepanuu u ”HOCTPaHHOM (BIX) SI3BIKE (aX).



3ajaHus1, HeOOXOUMBIE IS OllcHUBaHUS chopMupoBaHHocTH Y K-4

Cnucok TeM 1J19 0ecebl HA 3a4€Te H DK3aMeHe

1 cemecTp

1. NHOCcTpaHHbIN (QHTJIMICKUIT) SI3bIK B COBPEMEHHOM MHUPE.
2. YenoBek u OOITIECTBO.

3. CemeliHble IIGHHOCTH B COBPEMEHHOM MHPE.

4. T'eorpadus u kpatkas uctopusi Benukoopuranuu u CIIA.
5. )KuzHb B ropoje.

6. UckycctBo B Poccun u 3a pyoexom.

2 cemecTp

1. Cucrema o6pazoBanusi B Poccuu, Benukoopuranuu u CIIA.
2. Mup npodeccuii 1 Kapbepa.

3. UadopmManmoHHbIe TEXHOJIIOTHH B )KU3HU MOJIOICKH.

4. TIpo0ieMbl 3KOJIOTHH.

5. CropT ¥ 3710pOBbIiA 00pa3 KU3HHU.

6. [lyTemecTBus U TPAHCIIOPT.

3 cemecTp

1. Cnenuduka aHamUTUYECKON pabOThI ¢ MyOTUIUCTUYECKUMH TEKCTaMHU
2. IIpo6nembl myOauIucTUKu. TepMuHOCHCTEMA.

3. Beyraromuecst npeacTaBUTeNn MyOIUIUCTUKY (ITyOIUIIMCTHI).

4. Pa3znoobpaszue xanpo CMU.



5. CoBpeMeHHas npecca. S3bIK Ipecchl.
6. ['azeTsl B Poccun 1 cTpaHe n3y4aemMoro si3bIka.

7. [IpodeccnonanbHast NeITeTbHOCTD )XypHanucTa. PaboTta ¢ Menuarekcramu.

Tekctbl 1 cemecTp
Shopping for Christmas
What word goes best with Christmas in modern English?

For some people it is eating, for others it is presents, for some it is Jesus... but for a lot of

people, Christmas means shopping, more than anything else.

Christmas will soon be here again. For Britain's shops, specially shops in cities,
November and December are the busiest months of the year. In fact, some big shops do
half their year's business in those two months.

Yet in 2022, with Covid-19 still with us, Christmas shopping will not be the same! Many
people do not want to go into cities, or into big shopping centers. They are afraid of
catching Covid. More and more people are now shopping on the Internet ! Internet shops
are safe for shoppers, and they never shut... not even on Christmas Day !

Most people, however, spend their money before Christmas. "Christmas shopping” is
different from ordinary shopping, and people like to do it differently. They go to different
shops, or different online stores, more expensive shops very often. They don't just buy food
from their supermarket and clothes from big department stores. They look round, they take
time (if they can), they browse and they choose.

City shops do their best to attract them with exciting windows, and special offers. In the
West End of London, shops spend thousands of pounds on lights, decorations, and special
window displays. Some visitors come to London, just to see the lights and shop windows;
but others come to shop in famous shops like Harrod's or Hamley's, Europe’s biggest toy

shop.


https://about-britain.com/uk-online-shopping.htm

For shop assistants, it is a frantic season . There is not much time to rest. Just time for a
cup of coffee or tea perhaps, then back to work. It's a good season for pay! As Christmas
gets nearer, shops stay open longer, sometimes until 10 p.m. That means more pay for
the staff. It also means extra staff. Some people find a job, for a few weeks at least.

Then, at about 5 p.m. on Christmas Eve, it all stops. The shops are suddenly empty - just
a few people running round, looking for last minute presents. In many shops, there is a
small party, a bottle of wine and mince pies or something like that. And then it's over. The
shop doors close, but the lights stay on. Out in the streets, which were so busy a few hours
before, there is hardly anyone. Just a few people going home, or singing in the street.

Christmas shopping is over again.... until next October or November.

But for some shops, the doors will only stay closed for a day. After Christmas shopping,
there is New Year shopping! The New Year sales used to start after January 1st. Now in
some shops they start on the day after Christmas, and the crowds rush back for a few more

days. Lots of things are cheaper now.

Clans, Kilts & Tartans

You can't talk of the Highlands without talking of clans and kilts and tartans. A "clan" is a
sort of tribe — a group of people who belong to the same extended family, or have the
same historic origin. In the past, each part of the Highlands was the territory of a clan.
Clans were closely linked communities, each with its own chief. Clans were — and still
are — distinguished by their tartan. A tartan is a specific design, a criss-cross of
couloured threads, which is used for ceremonial clothes, such as the kilt or the plaid.
There are also military tartans too, each Scottish regiment having its own tartan.

In the past, Scottish clans often used to fight against each other. Near Fort William, there
Is a big and very beautiful valley called Glencoe. This was the home of the MacDonald
clan. One day, about 300 years ago, the Campbell clan descended on Glencoe,
and massacred the MacDonalds. This was one of the bloodiest incidents in Scottish history.

And even in the 2020s, if you go to Glencoe and say that your name is Campbell, you will



not be a welcome visitor. Today, many clans still have "gatherings"”. They are very popular
with Americans of Scottish descent! As for the kilt — well there are some men who still
wear it on ordinary days, but for most it is something rather special, for weddings, for
"Highland Games", for official occasions, and other ceremonies.

And please note: in Scotland we always say "wear the kilt", never "wear a kilt". It's a
special expression. For other types of clothes, we use "a", as in "wear a shirt" or "wear a

dress".

Salmon, Sea-food and other opportunities

If you go to a restaurant in Spain, and eat a paella with lots of sea-food in it, think of
Scotland. If you go to a restaurant in France and eat salmon, think of Scotland. In the last
forty years, the Highlands of Scotland have found an important new industry: fish-farming.
And today, Scottish lobsters, shrimps, (crustaceans) and fish are exported all over the
world. Around Fort William, there are several fish-farms. These are places where salmon
and trout (in particular) are bred and raised in special cages. Some of these are in salt-

water lochs, others in fresh-water lochs. Other related industries have

followed, creating opportunities for young people to find work. However, in and around
Fort William, the principal industries are paper, aluminium, and tourism. All of them are
relatively recent.

Traditional industries such as farming, sea fishing, and weaving, cannot provide many
Interesting opportunities for young people who want a good job. The situation,
nevertheless, is not a bad one, compared to some other parts of Britain. The population is
small, and the industries that do exist are not dying ones. There is less unemployment in
the Highlands than in many parts of Britain. There are openings for young people who
want to follow a Youth Training programme after they leave school; and there are various

types of help for young people who want to create their own jobs. Of course, there are



limited opportunities for some types of job; but on the whole, there are plenty of
advantages to counteract the disadvantages. Today's young Highlanders are not all wanting
to leave.

Whisky is probably the most famous product of Scotland. Whisky distilling provides work
for several thousand people in the Scottish Highlands and islands, and whisky is Scotland's
biggest export...

The qualities of whisky come from the water which is used to make it — the rich "peaty"
water of Scotland. When whisky is first made, it is actually transparent, not brown in
colour. The colour comes from the wooden barrels in which the whisky is stored for
several years, to allow it to mature, and from a little added caramel.

For many years, whisky has been a very popular drink all over the world, and Scotland
has produced more and more of it ; but whisky sales have not increased as fast, so there are
now large reserves of whisky in Scotland, specially the good and more expensive
whiskies.. Thus a lot of the whisky sold today was made several years ago, when people
imagined that whisky would get more and more popular. That is one of the reasons why,
today, a lot of the whisky in the shops is labelled "Ten years old", or even "Fifteen years
old".

Leaving Home... a teenage dilema
"An Englishman's home is his castle"; so says an old proverb. "Home" is perhaps the most
important thing in a person's life - "home sweet home", as they say. Yet in Britain's teenage
culture, home has long been seen as a place to leave, rather than a place to live. And while
the age of independence is, for many young people, becoming later and later, the desire for
independence is developing at a younger and younger age.

Leaving home for the first time has always been a difficult turning point in life; today
the difficulties are perhaps greater than ever before.

Almost every 16-year old has thought about leaving home.



Many teens dream about leaving home: but the reality can often be much harder than they
Imagine.

Many have been thinking about it, off and on, for years; some have been dreaming of
independence since they were twelve, or even younger. Leaving home is part of the
teenage dream.

Recently, a survey of "Young People's Social Attitudes" asked British teenagers for their
opinions about leaving home. Forty-nine per cent of 12-15 year olds thought that teenagers
should be allowed to leave home at the age of 16; another 12% said 17, and 8% said "when
they want". Only 23% of young teenagers thought that they should be obliged to live at
home until they were 18!

Yet the teenage dream seems to conflict with the experience of real life; when the same
guestion was put to 18 and 19-year olds, almost half replied that teenagers should not leave
home before the age of 18.

Nevertheless, leaving home is part of the process of growing up. Many teenagers leave
to go and study or train or look for a job in a different town or city, returning home when
the money runs out. Others leave because they just want to get out. Most, specially
younger ones, are happy to go home again later; for a small number, leaving home is

a definitive break.

Home or Homeless

Every year, thousands of young people in Britain leave home in search of a better or more
exciting life; many of them go to London, attracted by the bright lights, the night life,
the youth scene and the hope of finding work.

16-year olds who leave school with few or no qualifications find it very hard to get jobs;
indeed, in some British cities, particularly in the North, finding work is almost impossible
for unqualified people, specially young people. London, however, has less unemployment
and more jobs; and though no one imagines that the streets of the capital are "paved with

gold"” (as in the legend), many teenagers make their way to the capital, hoping to set up a



new home of their own.

Though there are indeed more jobs in London than in most other cities, they are not
always good jobs, and the the dream of leaving home and finding a job often turns out to
be just that; a dream.

Many return home; some become homeless.

Homelessness is not a new problem, and there are many associations that help homeless
people to find somewhere to live. And although, overall, less people keep coming to
London in search of a new life, the number of young people doing so has gone up sharply;
their reasons for coming have changed too.

London's biggest homeless charity, Centrepoint, reported that causes of homelessness
among teenagers have changed ; instead of leaving home because of "pull factors™ (the
attraction of London, the hope of a job) more and more young people now leave home
because of "push factors", victims of broken homes, poverty or physical aggression.

It's all part of our changing society. In 1961, only about 5% of children (about half a
million children) in Britain lived in single-parent families; in 2013, 22% of children, that is
three million children, lived in single-parent families. Single-parent families are generally
poorer than traditional families.

Even teenagers with caring parents and lovely homes dream of leaving home. Kids in
poor or aggressive homes dream too; in their situation, it's not surprising that they may

want to make their dreams come true.

Britain is a multiracial country

Britain is a multiracial country, yet although Britain is reputed to be a country where
ethnic minorities integrate easily, Britain's Blacks - also known as Afro-Caribbeans - still
suffer from a degree of passive discrimination. And when times are hard, things often

get worse.



In the nineteen-fifties, Britain was a nation in need of men. A decade after the second
world war, it was a country with lots of children, but not enough men to work in the mines,
the factories and the public services.

Hundreds of thousands of young men had been killed during the war; who could take
their place? There was an easy answer; men from the colonies! Britain was still the capital
of an Empire that stretched to the four corners of the earth. In the developing countries of
the Commonwealth, there were millions of young men, just looking for work. When the
British authorities offered them the chance to come to Britain and work, thousands wanted
to come.

Most came without their families; but soon, as they settled into their new country and
their new jobs, they paid for their families to come over too. While a few came from
Africa, the largest contingent of Black immigrants came from Jamaica and the other
islands that make up the West Indies.

By 1960, "Afro-Caribbeans™ and their families had settled in large numbers in several
of Britain's cities — usually in the poorest and most unattractive parts. At the time
however, the conditions they lived in in Britain were not too bad, and often better than
those they had enjoyed in the West Indies. There were jobs, so there was money; there
were schools for the children.

Racial tension nevertheless began to grow in some working class districts of London and
other cities. Once there had been jobs for all, but now a new problem was

appearing: unemployment . More and more people, both Blacks and Whites, began finding
themselves in competition for a falling number of jobs. Profiting from people's misfortune,
new racist political parties came into existence. The National Front and the British
National Party began recruiting young people, and encouraging racism. Here and there,
gangs of skinheads began to write racist graffiti in public places; there were occasional
incidents between black youths and skin-heads, but generally speaking, the overt racism of
the National Front did not appeal to people in Britain.

In most parts of Britain, that is still true today. Generally speaking, Britain is a very
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tolerant society; but even in a very tolerant society, there are a few misguided individuals

and groups who continue to judge people by the colour of their skin,
Today in Britain ...

In most parts of today's Britain, racism is not part of ordinary life. Most people do not
judge other people by the colour of their skin. Groups like the "English Defence
League"British National Party are very marginal, and do not usually win any elections. The
most ugly forms of racism, at least, have been rejected; and while Britain's Blacks still
have many forms of prejudice to fight against, vicious racism is not usually one of them.

Nonetheless, although black and white communities live side by side in most British
cities, and there are not usually visible tensions between ordinary people, from time to time
serious racist incidents take place.

The most notorious of these concerned a black teenager called Stephen
Lawrence, gratuitously murdered in 1993 by a gang of white youths as he waited at a bus
stop. Almost every week, racist incidents are reported in the media, somewhere in Britain.
Perhaps, in a population of over 60 million people, that is inevitable, even in a country
where the vast majority of people claim that they are not racially prejudiced.

Yet there are two sorts of racism: visible racism, and invisible racism.

Many black people in Britain feel that they are regularly discriminated against in
invisible ways. Unemployment is higher among ethnic minorities than among Whites, and
black pupils do not do as well at school as Whites - often because the schools that they go
to do not have high academic reputations. (Asians , on the other hand, people from India,
Pakistan or China, tend to do better than white pupils).

Black community leaders frequently complain about racism in the police, and
unfortunately, some of their complaints are justified. In 1999, an official report into the
(London) Metropolitan Police (the "Met"), following the murder of Stephen Lawrence,
stated that "institutional racism" was widespread throughout the police service. Almost 30

years after Stephen Lawrence was killed, "institutional racism" still exists in some sectors,
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and in 2021 and 2022, the world of British cricket was rocked by accusations of
institutional racism.

Plenty of projects have been started, to provide jobs and training to young Blacks in the
poorest parts of the cities. Some have been very successful, and lots of Black teenagers do
well at school, then go to university or do something else interesting, and become
successful. They are, nevertheless , in a minority. Most Blacks in Britain today still live in
the cities, or in the poorer districts of small towns. Sixty years after the first Afro-
Caribbeans were first invited to come and work Britain, only a small minority of Britain's

Black community have really integrated into the mainstream of society.
Youth and race

Generally speaking, young Blacks and young Whites get on together better than their
parents' generation. A recent survey of teenage attitudes showed that 70% of British
teenagers consider themselves to have "no racial prejudice at all”, while only 2% admit to
being racially prejudiced. The rest admit to being slightly prejudiced. There are several
reasons for this.

Firstly, today's youth are growing up together, in a society which is much more multi-
racial than it was in the past. Many, if not most British people aged over sixty never sat in
a school classroom with people from different races; today, on the contrary, there are few
secondary schools in Britain that do not have at least a few Black or Asian pupils. Today's
British teenagers, whether they are Black, White or anything else, share a large degree of
common experience. They have been through the same school system, they eat the same
food, they watch the same television or films, and to a large extent, they like the same
music. In short, most young people in Britain today share a similar - though certainly not
identical - culture, whatever the colour of their skin. Hopefully, that can only result in even
better race relations among future generations.

Although people from ethnic minorities about 14% of the total British population, you

won't often see a black policeman, or a black Royal Marine. For many reasons, Blacks



have found it hard to enter a number of professions; and once in these professions, they
often find it harder to get promoted than white people.

In 1981 40% of Britain's Whites worked in professional, managerial or clerical jobs,
only 13% of Blacks held similar jobs.

Blacks do, nevertheless, hold some important positions in British life; in the media, the
most trusted TV newsreader is Trevor McDonald, the former anchor of ITV's popular
"News at Ten" programme; and on the BBC, Moira Stewart, also black, was one of the
most popular newsreaders.

In 2022 there are sixty-five ethnic minority MP's in the House of Commons, eight of
them black. They include David Lammy (photo right), who was Minister for higher
education in the last Labour government. Lammy was brought up as a child in a poor
quarter of London, and some people say that he is one of the brightest M.P's in the Labour
Party... and possibly Britain's first black Prime Minister... could we say Britain's Barak

Obama ?
Black music and sport

Black music has done more than most things to bring Black and White cultures together.

Almost the whole of today's rock and pop music has its roots in Black music: rock 'n'
roll, the base of today's pop, developed out of the jazz and rhythm 'n' blues of Black
America. England's Blacks, however, have added their own specific contribution to
contemporary pop music, in particular through reggae music, the music of the West Indies.

Reggae came to England in the late 60's through an innovative record company called
Island Records. Island soon helped lots of black bands from the West Indies and from
Britain, led by Bob Marley, to become popular with British youth of all backgrounds .
Other record companies soon followed, and began signing up other Black bands.

Before long, black British musicians were regularly finding themselves in the Top Ten,
while white bands played more and more "black™ music, and an increasing number of

bands recruited musicians regardless of their colour.



Today, the world of music is one of the ways that young British Blacks dream of as a
route to success. The band Sugarbabes - two black, one white - is the most successful
British girl group of the 21st century — so far. Only a very small minority succeed, of
course, in reaching the top, but in the world of music, as in the world of sport, the doors to
success are certainly open. More importantly though, the virtual absence of “race" as
an issue in most sectors of the music industry today (in Britain at least) has helped to bring
young people of all colours together in a common culture and a common heritage that all

recognise as their own.

Sport is another sector in which black British stars have done a lot to improve race
relations. When, in the 1980's, the first black footballers were signed up by top British
football clubs, they met serious discrimination and sometimes hostility from the fans. Since
then, most clubs have tried hard to eliminate racism from the game, and generally they
have succeeded.

Today, with all but a bigoted minority of fans, Britain's great black footballers enjoy the
same status as their white team-mates. The same is true in athletics; and everyone in
Britain knows that without its black athletes, Britain would have brought back a less

distinguished collection of medals from recent Olympic Games.
No more fish 'n* chips?

Can "Fish 'n' chips" survive? It is the original British fast food. Fish 'n' chips, the original
“carry-out" meal, has been part of British life for well over 100 years. But will it survive
much longer? Perhaps only in the form of a luxury for those who can afford it. Long
before the Big Mac was invented, Britain had its own national form of fast food.

"When | was a young man, it was the sort of thing you'd have once or twice a week,"
remembers 82-year old Arthur Mowbrey. "Sixty years ago, you'd get a full size portion

of cod and chips for sixpence. It was cheap, and good."



Fish 'n' chips was nourishing too. It was a proper meal, that you could eat in the street on
your way home from work, or during the lunch-break. Wrapped in newspaper, it would
keep warm to the last chip, even on the coldest days of the year. In the last quarter of a

century, things have changed.

"It's not so popular with young people these days," says Lizzie, a teenager. "Most of the
time, if young people want to eat out, they'll go for a hamburger or something like that, or
a Chinese take-away. Fish 'n’ chips is a bit old-fashioned really, | suppose. But there are
still cheap chip shops around. | had fish 'n’ chips about three weeks ago. We sometimes

have it at home, and we go and get it from the chip shop. It saves cooking!"

Thousands of chip shops, however, have closed in the last twenty-five years. Some have
been turned into Chinese or Indian take-aways, others have just closed. They have survived
best in seaside towns, where the fish is really fresh, and people visit them more as a

tradition than for any other reason.

Yet in spite of some changes, the classic fish 'n' chip shop could disappear from British

streets in a few years' time, for a completely different reason; lack of fish.

For over twenty years, European agriculture ministers have been trying to solve the fish
problem, but with little success. As a result of modern industrial fishing, some types of fish
are facing extinction in the North Sea and Atlantic. "Overfishing in the North Sea has
reached crisis levels,” say Greenpeace. Quotas have been introduced, but each time there
are new restrictions, fishermen in Britain, France, Spain and other countries protest,

because jobs are lost.

Sadly, this is inevitable; and unless strict quotas are applied, thousands of European
fishermen could lose their jobs, as there will be few fish left to catch (at least, few of the
kinds of fish that people want to eat). One way or the other, sea fish will become rarer, and

therefore more expensive.



The gradual disappearance of the traditional British fish 'n’ chips shop is therefore bound to
continue. Fish and chips, however, will survive as a speciality in pubs and restaurants, and
in new up-market fish restaurants. Comfortable, more expensive fish restaurants, with
chairs and tables, have existed for a long time of course, alongside stand-up carry-out fish
'n' chip shops. In the years to come, they may be the only type of fish 'n' chip restaurant to

survive.

Every town in Britain had its fish 'n’ chip shops. No British town is more than 150 km.
from a sea port, and most are much closer; once railways were built in the nineteenth
century, fresh sea fish could easily be bought in all British towns. Cheaper than meat, sea
fish became a popular source of protein ; by 1870, "fish and chip shops" were springing
up all over the country. For a hundred years, they were the classic popular restaurant,

British style.

English ghost stories

The Tower of London.... a very haunted place !

Do ghosts really exist? There are lots of people who say that they do; and | am one of
them.

Many of Britain's ancient castles have ghosts. One of the most famous "haunted castles"
in England is actually the Tower of London .

During the Tower's long history, many men and women were thrown into its dark
dungeons, or executed outside its gates! Among the most famous was Lady Jane Grey,
Queen of England in the year 1554.

Jane was just 17 when she became Queen, on July 9th 1554; however, at the same time
another woman, Mary, thought that she ought to be Queen. Mary's supporters were
stronger than Jane's, and within days Jane was sent to the Tower of London. On 19th July
poor Jane had her head cut off outside the Tower!

Since then, it is said that the ghost of Lady Jane Grey wanders through the rooms and



corridors of the Tower of London.

Other ghosts are not so famous. The village of Prestbury, in Gloucestershire,
Is reputed to be one of the most haunted villages in England.

Many villagers have heard - and some say they have seen - the "headless horseman”
who rides through the village on December 31st! People say that he was a soldier who
fought in the English Civil War, in the 17th century.

In the same village, in an old cottage, there is a ghost known as the "spinette player".
Sometimes at night, people hear the sound of someone playing this old musical instrument.
The music always comes from a room that is empty.

These are just some of Britain's well-known ghosts; but there are lots of less-known

ghosts too. | know; | have encountered one of them.
My own ghost story - The hands

Several years ago, | went to stay with some friends who lived in an old house in the
country. I had not told them | was coming, and when | arrived, they already had other
visitors.

"Never mind," said my friend Ella. "You can sleep in the small guest room. We don't
often use it, but you'll be all right for one night."

As we said goodnight, Ella added. "Oh, and please, lock the door before you go to
bed. Otherwise it may open by itself."

Well | locked the door, lay down in bed, and went to sleep. During the night, I slept
badly; I didn't really know if | was asleep or awake. But suddenly, | knew | was awake.
Hands were touching my face. I tried to push them away, but there was nothing. I found
the light switch, and put on the light. There was no one in the room.

"It was just a dream," | thought. And | went back to sleep.

When | woke up next morning, | got another surprise. The door, which | had shut and

locked, was open! During breakfast, | told Ella about my strange dream, and about the



open door.

"You too!" she replied. "Yes, | know. that's why we don't often use that bedroom. It's
the blind lady!"

"What blind lady?" | asked.

"Well, you see, many years ago, the people who lived here had a daughter who was
blind. That was her bedroom. She died when she was about 30. And since then, she has
kept coming back to her room. She always feels the sheets, before getting into bed. Several
visitors have had the same experience..... But she was a lovely girl. She has never hurt
anyone."

| felt the skin on the back of my neck go cold.... Since then, | have always believed in

ghosts!

From black to green

Taxis are among the iconic images of London, and London's black taxis can be seen all
over the world. But London taxis are not all black, and in the 2020s they are going

green.

Think of London, and what iconic images come into your mind?

Big Ben? Tower Bridge? Soldiers in red uniforms? Or do you think of red buses? Or black
taxis?

Only two cities in the world are famous for their taxis: London and New York. New York's
iconic taxis are usually yellow; London's are black. But why black?

Many years ago, when London's first motor taxis appeared, almost all cars were painted
black. This was the age when in America, Henry Ford, who built Ford cars, famously said:
“You can have any color you like, as long as it’s black!”. In Ford’s time, almost all cars
were black.... Everywhere!

Things are different today; cars come in all colours, even London taxis. There are red ones

and green ones, ones with pictures on them and ones with advertising all over them; but



there are still plenty of “black cabs” too.

London's traditional taxis are very special cars, and they are different from ordinary cars.
They are specially built as taxis, with a section at the front for the driver, and a section at
the back for passengers. They have lots of room for luggage, and they can turn 180° in a
very small circle (about 8 metres).

However London taxis are changing fast. Most taxis have diesel engines, and they cause
pollution. Since November 2021 London taxis must all meet the Euro-

6 emissions standard. Basically this means that there are no longer any taxis in London
built before 2008. Many taxi-drivers are unhappy, because London taxis are built to last for
20 years or more!

More changes are already coming; before long all London taxis will have to be ZEVs (zero
emission vehicles); they will have to run on electricity or on hydrogen. London’s biggest
taxi company, which has 4,000 cabs, plans to be all electric by 2023.

Becoming electric will be the biggest change to London’s taxis in over 100 years. Some
new London taxis are now just ordinary SUVSs; but others still look like traditional taxis.
And a lot of them are still black!

MY NAME IS BOND - JAMES BOND

BOND IS BACK AGAIN.... and the latest Bond film, No Time to Die, is an
enormous box-office hit (as all the others). This is the twenty-fifth film about James Bond.
He's the most amazing guy... he doesn't look a year older than he did over fifty years ago.
"My name is Bond. James Bond."

But you knew that already, didn't you. Everyone knows that, which is rather a pity in
ways. After all, I'm meant to be a secret agent, no-one's really supposed to know who I am.
| should just be James to my friends, and Bond to the rest. My bosses in London call me
007... that's "Double-oh seven".

Still I don't suppose it really matters if everyone knows who | am; I'm just proud to be



the best, the most exciting and the most seductive agent in the British Secret Service.

Actually, I'll let you into a secret. It's not surprising I'm such a good agent — I've got so
much experience; you know, I've been in the job since 1952. Not bad, eh! It's obviously
good for the health, this job, because | don't look or feel a day older than I did when | first
joined up just after the Second World War. Quite amazing really, isn't it?

In those days, the world was a dangerous place; there were Reds all over the place,
trying to steal nuclear bombs and machines that would control the world! I made sure they
never managed. | had some pretty hair-raising moments at times, of course, but | came
through it all without a scratch. No wonder they're proud of me!

Do you remember the trouble | had with those extremely dangerous megalomaniacs, like
Auric Goldfinger and Dr. No? When | look back on my younger days, | sometimes feel
that I'm very lucky to be still alive. Actually, the more | think about it, the more | realise
how incredibly lucky I've been.

Officially, you know, I'm "licenced to kill"; frankly, I think the job description ought to
say "licenced to be killed"; I've quite lost count of the number of times I've brushed with
death. | suppose | must have a charmed life. Maybe it's something to do with my Scottish
ancestry. | know, anyway, that I'm liable to be killed from one day to the next. Any job has
its risks, I suppose — and | certainly wouldn't be seen dead doing a boring job in an office,
like some of my superiors. Men from the Ministry! Huh!

Perhaps you'd like to know how to become a secret agent like me? Well, honestly, it's
partly a question of background, partly one of character.

My father was a Scotsman, who loved adventure; unfortunately his life wasn't as
charmed as mine, and he died in a climbing accident when | was 11. That was a tragic

moment for me, but | made up my mind to lead the sort of life that would make him proud.

Sherlock Holmes is growing old

He was over 1 m 80 cm tall, and so thin that he looked even taller. He had sharp eyes and a
thin nose, and looked like a very determined man. He wore a round "deer-stalker" hat and



a Scottish cape (as in the picture below), and he smoked a pipe. Also, he was an expert in
chemistry and British law, and he played the violin very well. His favourite expression
was "Elementary, my dear Watson."

This is the man who was almost called Mr. Sharps, then Mr. Ferreps, but finally

appeared as Sherlock Holmes. And his life began over 130 years ago, in 1887.

The world's most famous detective is now 130 years old, and although in fact he never
really existed, he is today a very real part of English culture.

Sherlock Holmes has passed on his remarkable methods to Scotland Yard. His analysis is
based on the most detailed research. Holmes made famous the arts of observation
and deduction.

When he met Doctor Watson, his friend and assistant, for the first time, he said ; "I see
you have been to Afghanistan,” But how did he know? Watson looked like a medical and
a military man. He had a dark skin, but his arms were white. His left arm was hurt. So
Holmes concluded that he was an English army doctor, and he had recently come back
from a hot country, with an injured arm. The only possible country, at the time was
Afghanistan!

"Elementary, my dear Watson!".

Another example: when Dr. Watson showed him his watch, Holmes said: "I see that this
watch belonged to your elder brother, who is now dead. He was an untidy man, and he was
very poor, but he had periods of prosperity. At the end of his life he drank too much."
Again, the explanation was elementary!

Stanley MacKenzie, president of the Sherlock Holmes Society, said: "Holmes is a mental
superman and an eccentric. | envy his facility for solving problems in his armchair, with
his eyes closed and his hands joined."

Conan Doyle did not want Sherlock Holmes to live for so long! In fact he tried to stop
writing the Sherlock Holmes stories in 1893, with the story "The Final Problem". Holmes
and Moriarty, his big enemy, had a fight at the Riechenbach Falls in Switzerland, and they
fell together into the water. But the readers protested so much that Conan Doyle was forced



to "resurrect” the detective. Holmes "miraculously" survived, and there was another book
of stories ten years later. Now at Meiringen in Switzerland, at the site of the falls, there is a
"Sherlock Holmes pub* and a "Sherlock Holmes hotel”, and a large Sherlock Holmes
museum.

In England, there is a big "Sherlock Holmes Society". Members of the Society take the
stories very seriously. They have meetings and discussions, where they talk about the
books, and discuss some of the problems that still exist. For example, in one of the stories,
Holmes took a train from London to Paris, but arrived in Paris before the train!

Robin Hood - fact or fiction?

Robin Hood, Sherlock Holmes and Indiana Jones are all famous heroes; but were they

real, or just invented heroes?

There can be no doubt about Sherlock Holmes or Indiana Jones. They are definitely
invented characters. But Robin Hood: fact or fiction? That question has many answers.

It depends a bit on what you mean by a "real person”. If we mean: "Was there a man
called Robin Hood, who did all the things we can read about?", then the answer is no. But
If we mean: "Was there a man who lived in the Middle Ages, and is remembered in the
legends of Robin Hood", then the answer is yes.

The legend of Robin Hood is a very old one; and it is certainly based on reality.
According to one story, Robin was really an Anglo-Saxon nobleman, perhaps called
Robin of Huntingdon, or Robin Fitz-Ooth, and he was a rebel against England's Norman

rulers.

After William the Congueror conquered England in 1066, England was ruled by
Norman kings and Norman barons. Most of the ordinary Anglo Saxon people accepted
their new masters; but some didn't. They became outlaws, enemies of the Norman barons
and the people who worked for them.

In modern language, we could perhaps call this Robin a "resistance fighter" - though
some people might call him a "terrorist". The legend tells us that he took money from the



rich, and gave it to the poor. In fact, he probably took money from the Normans (who were
relatively rich), and gave it to poor Anglo Saxons. This is why he soon became a legendary
hero among Anglo Saxons.

Other stories claim that Robin was not an Anglo Saxon nobleman, but a
common fugitive; they say that his real name was "Robert Hod", and that he only fought
against his personal enemies, in particular the Sheriff of Nottingham, not against the
Normans.

Many old stories said that Robin lived in Yorkshire. However, later stories had him
living in Sherwood Forest, near Nottingham; and today, Robin's name is definitely attached
to the city of Nottingham, and to Sherwood Forest.

Finally, what about the "merry men" that we meet in today's stories and
films? Friar Tuck, Little John and the others? And what about the beautiful
"Maid Marion™?

It appears that these secondary characters have no historic base.

Nevertheless, at least one real person was the inspiration for the stories of Robin Hood;
and that person must have had friends. Perhaps there was a big man called John, and a fat
friar too. Perhaps there was even a beautiful young lady called Marion. Let's imagine these
people really existed - because in truth, they probably did, somewhere, at some time.

Maybe Robin never lived at all in the past; but too bad! His spirit is certainly alive

today.

The Loch Ness Monster - behind the myth
DOES THE LOCH NESS MONSTER REALLY EXIST ? . No one knows for

certain. But one thing is certain: there cannot be just ONE monster. If there is one monster,
there must be a whole family of them....at least twenty. No creature could have survived

alone for over 7000 years! ..

Photomontage - the monster at the visitor centre with Loch Ness in the background



The first written story of the monster is in a text from the year 565 AD by a

Celtic biographer: this writer describes how a man was attacked by a monster while he was
swimming in the river Ness. Perhaps the legend already existed in those days: it has
certainly existed for many centuries in Scottish folklore.

However, the story of the monster was not very well-known in England for one simple
reason: Loch Ness is a very long way from the rest of Britain. Until the age of the railway,
very few people ever went to the Highlands of Scotland....except soldiers or officials from
the cities of the Scottish Lowlands. No-one else had any reason to go there: the North of
Scotland was wild and desolate, wet and generally cold, and inhabited more by sheep than
by people.

The myth became big news in 1930; three men, out in a boat on the lake, said that they
had seen a monster. Immediately, several other people said that they had seen one too. In
1933, a man took the first "photo™ of the monster, from a distance of about 100 metres. The
photo was not clear, but Kodak said that the photo was real. The most famous photo of all
was taken in 1934 by a London surgeon; it seems to show a long neck and a small head
sticking up out of the water. "Nessie" - if the photo is real - looks something like a
dinosaur.

A lot of other photos have been taken since then, but none of them have been clear.
Obviously, if there is a monster, it is a shy one! It doesn't often come to the surface, and it
never does so near the shore on a sunny afternoon in summer!

If it had done so, lots of people would have taken photos of it, and there would be no
more mystery. Until now it has tried to avoid publicity.... if it exists!

In 1987, some people used sonar equipment to try to discover Nessie.... but they
found.... nothing. So no-one has proved that the Loch Ness monster exists; but no-one can

prove that it does not exist. It's a great story.



WHO IS JAMES BOND ?

BOND IS BACK AGAIN.... 007 has returned to the screen. After long delays due to
Covid, the latest (and longest) Bond film, No Time to Die is certain to be an enormous
box-office hit (as all the others). But who is James Bond, and where does he come from
? Author lan Fleming, the creator of James Bond, told us something about the origins of
the world's most famous secret agent.......

In one of the first Bond novels, lan Fleming tells us that James Bond - the classic
“Englishman"? - was the son of a Scottish father and an Oriental mother. But perhaps this
was not really true.

The title of the 19th Bond film, “The World is Not Enough", was based on the
Latin motto of the Bond family, which is mentioned in one of the early novels. However, it
now appears that the motto is not that of the Scottish Bonds, but that of a different Bond
family, who came from the South West of England. So perhaps, Bond really is English, not
Scottish, after all. Who knows? Bond joined the British Secret Service, where he soon
got promoted to the top of the spyrachy, the “double O" category. From then on he was
007, “licensed to kill", and so began a career which would take him to all the corners of the
earth.

In the early days, Bond’s role was quite clear. He was working for the West, and his
main enemies were men from the KGB, and other dangerous organisations. Since the end
of the Cold War, the role of MI16 has changed, and Bond’s job profile has changed with it.
Now his main enemies are the big bosses of organised crime and international terrorism.

Unlike the Cold War, organised crime is unlikely to come to an end - at least, not in the
near future. We can therefore be sure that James Bond, the best-known English fictional
hero of the 20th century, has many more exciting adventures ahead of him.

Hollywood has already begun making sure of that! The original films were based on the
fifteen novels written by lan Fleming; but after the last of these was made into a film, it
was clear that Hollywood was not going to stop! Bond films are too popular and too

profitable to abandon. So Hollywood has invented new James Bond stories...



In many ways, Bond has changed a lot since the early days. To start with, several
different actors have played the part of Bond, most notably Sean Connery, Roger Moore
and today’s Daniel Craig; but over the years, Bond movies have become more and more
fantastic. Fleming’s original character was fantastic, because he always came out alive; his
adventures were incredible, but they were based on some sort of realism. Bond’s original
car (his Aston Martin DB5) had gadgets, but they were all plausible! They were gadgets
that would let him escape if he was being chased.

More recently, Bond has had cars that can fire missiles from the headlights, and do other
remarkable things! In a sense, the modern Bond is Agent Gadget - and the people who try
to get him have some even more amazing gadgets - like the enormous circular saw that
hangs under a helicopter, cutting through everything that gets in its way (except Bond, of
course!).

In the next Bond films, there will surely be lots more amazing things; but Bond will
continue to be the same, cool, calm and collected — the classic Englishman.; Craig is
unlikely to be the last 007, and Bond will doubtless go on entertaining us for many more

years!

The story of BBC

During the Cold War, millions listened to the BBC behind the Iron Curtain, in
their quest for news about things that their own state radio stations refused to mention.
Throughout the world, even today, people listen to the BBC World Service as
a reliable and honest source of news.

More recently, BBC World television has become one of the most important
international TV channels. In the next few years, there will be lots more exciting
Innovations for both radio and television.

Broadcasting, perhaps the greatest invention of the last century, has come a long way;
and the BBC is one of the most important and trusted broadcasters in the world today.



The British Broadcasting Company was established in 1922. Four years later, it changed
its name to the British Broadcasting Corporation, better known as the BBC, and that is
how it has remained ever since.

From the beginning the BBC was a public service radio, but also an independent
operator. Except during the war years, it has never been controlled by the government. On
the contrary, several British government ministers have complained, over the years, that
the BBC was biassed against them!

In the early days of BBC radio, there was not a lot of news on the radio. There were
music, drama, discussions and children's programmes; but news was not broadcast until
after 7 p.m., to avoid competition with the newspapers!

In 1936 the BBC began the world's first television service. Only a few thousand people
in the London area could receive those first flickering images, which were broadcast using
a screen of just 204 lines. Today we have 625 lines on ordinary television, and even more
for HDTV. Nevertheless, people liked what they saw, and as the number of transmitters
increased, more and more people went out to buy new television sets.

Yet on September 1st, 1939, in the middle of a Mickey Mouse cartoon, BBC TV
stopped broadcasting. The Second World War had begun. It was not until June 8th 1946,
on the day of the great Victory Parade, that BBC television started again.

Since then the BBC has become one of Britain's most famous institutions. Today it has
several national television channels, lots of radio channels and a growing number of
international services. It also has a very popular Internet site, with news stories from
Britain and around the world. As far as programme production is concerned, the BBC
is Europe's biggest and most successful exporter of audio-visual material. In International
competitions, the BBC regularly wins more prizesthan other broadcasters.

In tomorrow's world, communications and the media will become more and more
important. With almost 100 years of experience, the BBC is determined to remain one of
the world's major players.

London: THE LORD MAYOR'S SHOW

It is the oldest annual parade in the world, and it takes place in London. But since it takes
place in the middle of November, when there are not too many tourists in the capital, the

"Lord Mayor's Show" is an event that is not very well known outside the city.


http://bbc.co.uk/

The first Lord Mayor's Show took place in the year 1215, after King John gave Londoners
the right to choose their own representative. Like today's event, it was a fairly exciting
procession, during which London's new “Lord Mayor" was "shown" to the people of the
city. Originally, the new Lord Mayor had to present himself to the Law

Courts for approval by the King, and to swear loyalty. Today, the

Show is always attended by representatives of the Crown. For many years, until 1856 the
procession included making part of the journey by barge along the Thames. Now the

Show winds its way through the streets of the City.

It is usually the biggest free show of the year for Londoners; and for many years, it has
been an exotic or spectacular occasion. In the year 1602, for example, the ordinary people
of London were able to see a lion and a camel in the procession. Most people had never
seen these strange animals before! In the olden days, when "London" was all contained
within the walls of the "City", the Lord Mayor was a powerful figure. He was the
representative of the people of London, a man who was chosen by the most important

people in the city; he was not appointed by the King.

Today, the "City" has a population of about 6,000 people - less than 0.1% of the population
of the modern city of "Greater London". And as far as this modern London is concerned,
the Lord Mayor of the City is not a very important person. For instance, he is far less
important than the directly elected "Mayor of London", who is really in charge of the
capital's affairs.On the other hand, the Lord Mayor is a representative of the "City", the
most important financial centre in Europe; and although many of his functions are
ceremonial, he also plays an important role in the world of international business.
Naturally, the Lord Mayor's Show is has little to do with business. London's corporations
may pay for it, but it is a show for the people.

In today's Lord Mayor's Show, the new mayor rides in his ceremonial carriage at the head

of a long procession of vehicles, floats and marching bands.



Recent processions have been 4 kilometres long, and involved about 150 different groups,
including 70 floats, 2,000 military personnel, and over 3,000 civilians, as well as hundreds
of horses. Among the participants are many of the City of London's institutions, as well

as charities and many of the big companies that are based in the city.

Naturally, the City of London is rich, as are most of the big companies that work there; this
means that the Lord Mayor's Show is not only one of the biggest annual parades in the
world; it is also one of the most spectacular, as firms and institutions compete with each

other to produce the most exciting and original floats.

Sport cuts teenage crime

Youth crime and vandalism in the Patchway district of Bristol have fallen by 20% in just a
few months. Why? Because young people have stopped encouraging each other to do
stupid and antisocial things, and are now making sure that they keep out of trouble. And it's

all the result of a new football league!

"Peer pressure” is a strong force, specially among young people. Almost everyone can
remember a moment when they have felt compelled to do something because their friends

were doing it, or to buy something because their friends had bought it.

In the age of social media, peer pressure is stronger than ever. Without it fashion would not
be the same, and advertising would be much harder. There would also be fewer of today's
big social problems: drugs, crime and so on. Yet although peer pressure is usually seen as a

bad influence, it can also produce positive results.

They have introduced a system in which football results are linked to young
people's behaviour off the pitch. Teams score points for winning their matches, but lose

points if any team-member does anything he shouldn't.... on the football field or off it!



Teams score ten points for winning a match, and five if they draw; but if any player is
arrested, the team loses ten points. If a member is caught doing an act of vandalism, such
as spraying graffiti, the team loses five points. Three points are lost for more

minor offences. The teams also lose points if their members behave badly on the football

pitch.

The result has been spectacular; since the football league started, crime and vandalism in
the area have fallen by 20%, and none of the teenagers playing in the league has been

apprehended by the police.

Instead of encouraging each other to do antisocial things, and cause problems, these

teenagers are now encouraging each other to behave properly!

"If any of the lads loses points for the team, 'e won't ‘alf get it from the rest!" says Craig,

who plays for one of the teams. "We're making sure we all keep out of trouble!"

The idea is already raising interest in other cities. Social workers will also be looking for
other ways in which "peer pressure” can be used to produce positive results, rather than
negative ones. If more original ways can be found, to make positive use of peer pressure,

levels of crime and other social problems among teenagers and young will fall.

In another example of positive peer pressure, statistics show that the number of British
teenagers smoking and taking drugs fell steadily from 2000 to 2014. A generation ago
drugs and smoking were the coolest things; today the coolest things are phones and social
media. Research shows that mobiles have replaced cigarettes, or drugs as a symbol of

growing up, in many teenage circles.
The Epsom Derby

The oldest and perhaps the most famous horse-race in the world.

As the rules of lots of different sports spread all over the world, so did the language of
sport. In the world of horse-racing, words like groom and lad and steeplechase spread to
other countries; so too did the word "Derby". The word came to mean an important race,



usually between horses. One of the most famous horse races in Ireland is called the Irish
Sweeps Derby, and one of the most famous American races is called the Kentucky Derby.
But where did this word come from? Why a "Derby"?
Just like "Rugby", "Derby" (pronounced "Darby") is the name of a town in the middle of
England; it is also the name of England's most famous horse race, The Derby. But the

Derby is not run in the town of Derby, of course! That would be too simple !

Today the Derby has the reputation of being the world's most famous classic horse race.
It is certainly the oldest and one of the biggest. Some years, over 600 horses are entered for
the race; however only about 25 of them will actually take part in the great race on Derby
day at the beginning of June.

Legend has it that the Derby was born during a dinner party in the year 1779, at the
house of a nobleman, the Earl of Derby, near Epsom, a quiet village about 20 miles to the
west of London. Like most aristocrats of the day, the earl loved horse-racing, and the open
hilltops near his house were an excellent place for his jockeys to test their skills and speed
against challengers.

Very soon, the Derby became the most popular horse race of the year. People could
easily drive out in their carriages from London to watch the big race. In 1788, the Prince of
Wales came to watch the race for the first time, and by the year 1800 the Derby had

become an important date in the annual social and sporting calendar.

The story of Football and Rugby. Games that England gave the world

Football (soccer) and Rugby are two of the most successful products ever invented in
England. Today these games are played worldwide. This article looks at their early days,
and at how Football was first exported to Brazil.



At the end of the nineteenth century, an Englishman living in Brazil sent his son across
the Atlantic to be educated in England. Charles Miller went to school, then to university,
where he took part enthusiastically in all aspects of life. Sport was one of them; a hundred
years ago, Britain already had an established sporting culture.

During his English years, Charles grew passionately keen on football (i.e.soccer), and
when in 1894 he packed his bags to return to his family in Brazil, among the things he took
with him were half a dozen footballs.

Back in Brazil, he tried to get other people interested in the game. At first he had little
success; the only people who showed any interest were other expatriate Brits; thus the first
game of football in Brazil was played between two teams of young Englishmen, on a field
from which the goats had first been removed.

Charles asked some journalists to come and see this new English game, but none came
along. On the other hand, as the weeks went past, the spectacle of twenty-two young Inglés
running round after a ball began attracting spectators from houses nearby; before long,
young local men began kicking balls round too. "Balls" is perhaps the wrong word - the
only footballs in Brazil at the time were the ones that Charles Miller had brought back with
him from England. The first Brazilian amateurs had to concoct their own balls, using
whatever they could find to make them with.

Nevertheless, even without real balls, there was plenty of enthusiasm for the new game,
as "football" became the great attraction in the popular quarters of Sao Paolo, just like
basketball is the great street-sport today in many world cities. By 1901, there was already a
league of clubs in Sao Paolo, and the journalists who had originally laughed at the crazy
English sport, were jumping on the bandwaggon, writing enthusiastically about the popular
new game.

The rest, as they say, is history.

The origins of football and rugby



But how did English football, or soccer, and its sister-game Rugby, originate? And why
did it happen in England?

The origins of football go back hundreds of years, and there are several towns and
villages in England where ancient forms of football are still played. The original game had
few rules, and differed from place to place. Basically the teams just had to try and get a
ball (or some other object) past the opponent's line. Sometimes the lines were over a mile
apart, and the field was the village street.... or even a field with no limits! People could
kick the ball (and their opponents), run with it, throw it - anything was allowed.

In the nineteenth century, public schools developed fast; and since many of them
were boarding schools, they had to keep boys occupied all day. Sport was a popular way of
doing this; at first each school had its own games, with its own rules; but slowly fixed rules
became established. In many schools, carrying the ball was not allowed; the game was
called "football™. Some schools however preferred a version of the game where players
were allowed to carry the ball; one of these schools was in the small town of Rugby.

In 1863, a group of enthusiasts, who had played ball games at different schools, met in
London to fix rules for the game. They formed the Football Association. Eighteen years
later, as the game was getting more and more popular, they organised the first F.A.Cup
competition.

Following the example of schools and colleges, the owners of factories (many of whom
had been educated at public schools) began encouraging employees to form teams, and
football soon became very popular in the industrial north of England. By 1888, the game
had become popular enough to support professional clubs, with 12 original clubs forming
the Football League.

Since then, the popularity of both football and rugby has continued to spread across the
world; and though rugby has not been adopted in all countries, there is probably no country

in the world where football is now unknown.



The story of the bicycle
With covid and the coming climate crisis, bicycles are getting more and more

popular. But where did the bicycle come from? Who invented this "velocipede"? .

You may be surprised to learn that the humble bicycle was invented several years later
than the railway locomotive! But the two-wheeler has come a long way since the day it
was invented by a Scottish blacksmith, Kirkpatrick MacMillan, back (it is said) in 1839.

MacMillan developed his bike from an older wheeled vehicle, called a "hobby horse". This
was a wooden horse with two wheels. The rider sat on the horse, and pushed the vehicle
along with his feet. It was not a very fast or safe vehicle, since it had no steering and

no brakes.

MacMuillan, nicknamed Mad Pate, modified the hobby horse, by adding a system
of articulated bars. The rider could push the bars back and forwards with his feet, and make

the back wheel go round. He could also steer the bike, as the front wheel could be turned.

To demonstrate his invention, he cycled 60 miles to Glasgow! It must have been a

terrible journey, on the roads of the day! Pate's bike did not have rubber tyres or springs.

Mad Pate was not recognised in his time, but other people became interested in bicycles.
Twenty-five years later, a Frenchman called Pierre Lallemant designed and patented the
first bicycle with rotary pedals; and in 1876, H.J.Lawson added another basic feature,

"chain-drive".

Other features, such as rubber tyres and gears, have appeared since then; but the basic
bicycle has not changed.

Since then the bicycle has had a magnificent fortune. Today, it is probably the most

common form of transport in the world, especially in developing countries; and non-



polluting and easy to ride, it has a big future as the town vehicle of tomorrow. Thanks

Pate!

2 cemecTp

Canada it’s not the USA

Imagine yourself sitting in a café one day in your home town, when on the next table you
hear some people speaking English with a strong North American accent. Being a friendly
person, you lean over and say, "Hi! Are you American?"

"No," comes the immediate answer. "Canadian!"

Calling a English-speaking Canadian an American can be as bad as telling a Scotsman
that he's English or a Swiss person he's German. In spite of a common language, there are
differences in culture and national feeling. "No," many Canadians will tell you with
insistence, "We're not Americans! We're Canadians."

In the same way as Quebecers are determined to keep their identity, Canadians from the
other provinces are determined to keep Canada'’s identity. Although the Canadian way of
life is more and more like the American way of life, lots of details are different, and many
Canadians, particularly Quebecers, are worried about the survival of their own differences.

Canadians use metres and kilometres and measure temperatures in Celsius; Americans
use feet and miles, and measure temperature in Fahrenheit. The USA has states, Canada
has provinces.

Yet about 80% of Canadians live within 150 km. of the U.S. border, and this has had a
bad effect on the Canadian economy. Like most European countries, Canada has a
national health service, and a good social security system; but good welfare services have
to be paid for by high taxes, so the cost of living in Canada is high. Because of this,
hundreds of thousands of Canadians often get in their cars and drive over to the USA to go

shopping. This is one cause of economic problems in Canada. Over half of Canada's



imports come from the United States, and Canada has a trade deficit with the USA.

But the American influence is not just a question of shopping. Lots of Canadians drive
American cars, and cars are almost as important in Canada as they are in the USA. There is
television too. While Quebecers tend to watch their own French-language TV stations,
English-speaking Canadians have a choice between local English-speaking channels,
national programmes from CBC, and dozens of American channels brought to them by
cable or satellite. Unless they specifically want to watch local stations, they're just as likely
to tune in to one of the big American channels as they are to a Canadian channel.

Perhaps it is not surprising if some Canadians are afraid that their country will soon be
just like another part of the USA. If, one day, Quebec becomes independent, many
Canadians fear that the rest of Canada could break up. Perhaps that's an exaggeration;

many Canadians feel it is a real risk.

Winter life in Canada

If there is one thing that unites almost the whole population of Canada, it is the experience
of winter.

While in most parts of Europe, people never know what the winter weather will be like
from one week to the next, Canadians know what winter means. When the last leaves fall
off the trees in Autumn, Canadians know that the winter is coming, and that it will be cold;
or if it is not cold, it will be very cold! When the Arctic air blows south in the winter
months, Canadians know that the temperature will fall to -20° or lower, perhaps down to -
40°; but because they know that it is going to happen, Canadians are ready for it! That, as
they say, is half the battle of survival!

In Edmonton, the biggest city in the province of Alberta, the first winter snows can



come in October. When this happens, Edmontonians complain that it is a bit early, but
then just get on with normal life.

For most of the winter, which usually lasts from November to April, daytime
temperatures in the city rarely rise above freezing... though recently, with global warming,
the city has recorded more and more unusually mild winter days. Fom time to time, Arctic
winds howl down from the north, and for several days temperatures in the city may not rise
above -20° (and may drop below -40°).

But in a city where people are used to cold winters, life carries on as usual. Canadians
have to know how to cope with the cold; those who can't have just two options, to emigrate
or to go and live beyond the Rocky Mountains, beside the Pacific Ocean, in "B.C." —
British Columbia!

The easiest way to keep away from the cold of a Canadian winter is to stay indoors as
much as possible! This does not mean that you have to stay at home, however! Many
people keep their cars in heated basement garages which they can reach without going
outside. Cars are often kept warm in winter, with electric heaters which are plugged
into power points.

Some shopping centres have underground or indoor parking lots: and in the city centre,
it is often possible to walk from one building to another, underground or above ground,
without ever having to go out in the cold. The biggest shopping centre in town has
hundreds of shops, cinemas, an ice rink, a sports centre and an amusement park all under
one roof! The "West Edmonton Mall" is like an indoor city — and in the heart of winter, it
Is a good place to go shopping.

Outside, people make the most of the snow, for leisure and recreation. Skiing, skating
and snow-shoeing are popular activities that can be practised in the city's parks; many
parks also have areas which are flooded in winter, to provide natural icerinks, which are lit
up in the evenings. Everyone tries to enjoy the snow as much as possible!

Perhaps this is easier than it is in most parts of Europe; Canadian snow tends to be dry

and powdery. For most of the winter, for example, you can't make it into snowballs, it's too



cold. There is no point in putting salt on the roads, either, as at -10° and below, the snow
just will not melt, even with salt! The only way to clear the roads is to use snow-ploughs or

snow-blowers.

Constitutional issue

Canada's official Head of State is King Charles I11, who is also the nominal head of state of
15 other Commonwealth countries. His function is purely symbolic. Many Canadians
would like Canada to have a Canadian head of State; but many others want to keep the
monarchy. Opinion is divided, but there is no great opposition to the King as head of state,
except in Quebec.

It was not until 1982 that Canada became constitutionally an independent nation! When
this happened, many Canadians were quite surprised, as they thought that their country had
been independent since 1867. In practice they were right; the Canadian government in
Ottawa has governed Canada since that date.

The links between Britain and Canada remain very strong, all the same. About 40% of
Canadians have ancestors from the British Isles, and about 30% have ancestors from
France. In particular, lots of Scottish people emigrated from Britain to Canada in the 19th
and 20th centuries, and the British Isles remained the main source of immigration to
Canada until the 1980's.

Today, most new Canadian immigrants come from Asia, particularly from southern and

south east Asia.

The First Canadians

Before Europeans came to North America, Canada was inhabited by native Americans,
known today as First Nations, Indians, Inuit or sometmes as Eskimos.

In the Americas, the word "Indians" does not mean people from India! It means



"Indigenous people”, people who already live in a place, or were born there.

Contrary to popular imagination, Canada's First Nations were not all nomadic people,
and in eastern Canada, many Indians lived in villages made of wooden huts. Like
Europeans, they grew crops and cultivated small fields.

Different groups of Indians often fought for territory, for good agricultural land, for the
rivers with most fish in them. However, there was plenty of room for everyone in such a
vast country, and food was not a real problem; the forests were full of wild animals.

The First Nations living in the western half of Canada were more nomadic. The great
prairies of Western Canada were home to tribes who lived in teepees; these nomads lived
mainly from hunting.

Today, there are about 300,000 officially registered Indians in Canada, and about a
million other Canadians who are partly of First Nation origin. Indian ceremonies and
festivities are an important part of Canadian culture.

Across Canada, there are over 2000 Indian reservations, many of them relatively poor.
However some Indian reservations have rich natural resources. In Alberta, First Nation
communities receive hundreds of millions of dollars each year in royalties for gas and oil

extracted from the ground in or under their reservations.

Coronation of King Charles

In May 2023, King Charles 11l was crowned as King of England, the United Kingdom and
other Commonwealth Realms. The ceremony took place in London's Westminster Abbey,

where English Kings and Queens have been crowned for 1000 years or more.

King Charles sat on a throne that is more than 700 years old. He was crowned by
the Archbishop of Canterbury, with the "Saint Edward's Crown", a royal crown that has

been used since the year 1320, and perhaps for more than 1,000 years. His wife Camilla



was crowned as Queen Camilla. She wore a more modern crown, one that was made in
1911 for Queen Mary, the wife of King George V.

About 2,000 people attended the ceremony inside the Abbey, but the event was seen live
on TV by millions all over the world; although Charles's coronation lasted for two hours, it
was simpler and shorter than the last coronation, that of his mother "the Queen™ in 1953.
Times have changed, attitudes have changed, and the British monarchy has just

changed considerably.

Not all things have changed! After the ceremony in Westminster Abbey, King Charles and
Queen Camilla were carried to Buckingham Palace in a golden carriage, pulled by horses,
. Following another tradition, they then came out onto the balcony, to wave to the crowds

below.

The Coronation was a great national day of festivities all over the UK and beyond. The
festivities continued all the weekend, and into Monday when there was a special national
holiday. There were flags all over the country, souvenirs and decorations in shops,

monuments and public places, and street parties in cities, towns and villages.

Street parties are a popular tradition in Britain. People who live on the same street, or in
the same building, bring out tables and chairs, cakes and sandwiches, tea and other drinks,
and enjoy a tea party together. Anyone can organise a street party. They now happen
whenever there is a big national day of celebration. Street parties do not happen every year,
since there is no "national day" in Britain! Britain does not have an Independence Day like
the USA, nor an Eid as in Muslim countries, nor a 14th July like France... and nobody

wants to organise an outdoor street party at Christmas or for the New Year!

During the Coronation weekend, most people in Britain celebrated the Coronation, as they
were happy to have a new King, but some did not. Two thirds of people in Britain are

happy with the monarchy, or accept it, but there are others who want Britain to become a



republic. Yet for now, republicans are in a small minority, representing just 25% of the

population, according to an opinion poll made a few days after the Coronation.

What will happen next? That will depend very much on King Charles. He has said that he
wants to modernise the British monarchy and make it more relevant to the 21st century. If
he succeeds, the monarchy may continue for many years to come. If he fails, who knows

what will happen?

London Fashion

In the "swinging sixties"”, a little London street near Piccadilly Circus suddenly became the
world's most famous street for youth fashions. Carnaby Street was where the stars of the
sixties, from the Beatles to Jimi Hendrix, bought their amazing clothes. Until then,
"fashion"; styles came from Paris or Milan, not from old London! Since then much has
changed, and today London is one of the most creative cities in the world. Though Chelsea
and the King's Road, Carnaby Street and Camden are the most famous names, other parts
of London have become centres of style too; pop style, punk style, neo-punk, post-punk,
grunge, disco, techno and more.... there are streets for each. Today, London's famous
"Fashion Week™" has become the biggest fashion event in the world.

While many of the world's top fashion designers now work in London, some of
London's top designers, such as John Galliano, are now in charge of major collections in
Paris and New York. Vivienne Westwood, who looked at London's punk styles and
redesigned them for the international "off-the-peg" market, is perhaps the most significant
fashion designer of the past 50 years. Meanwhile Stella McCartney, the daughter of Paul
McCartney, is the world's leading designer of eco-friendly fashion.

New generations of designers keep coming on too. London's "University of the Arts" is



the largest university of the arts in Europe; its London College of Fashion and Central St.
Martin's college are two of the world's most prestigious and dynamic colleges of fashion
and design.

Once, "London fashion™ meant men in suits, bowler hats, and rolled umbrellas; yet
times have changed, and although the "suit and tie" is still a common uniform for men
working in city offices, even that is changing. Indeed many firms in London now have a
"mufti day" once a week, or once a month, when employees can wear what they like -
jeans and trainers or whatever - instead of their traditional suits.

According to the latest surveys, traditional suits are now disappearing fast, and "dress as
you want" is becoming the rule. However top businessmen and civil servants will continue
dressing in suits for years to come - if not for ever - while on the streets, London fashions

keep changing fast.... and first. That, of course, is what fashion is all about.

London is a fashionable capital

For centuries London has been a capital of style. In recent decades however, it has become
an international capital of high fashion. Some people might call it the international capital

of fashion

Although British fashion designers have been particularly successful in the last thirty
years, English fashion and London styles have been famous for much longer than that.

Two hundred years ago, English fashions were admired and copied all over Europe and
North America! Fashion however was rather different in those days, as it was only for
aristocrats and other wealthy people, not for ordinary people. All clothes were made by
hand, or "made to measure", and there was no such thing as "off-the-peg" fashion. In
England, the most fashionable tailors worked in a London street called Savile Row, and the
tailors of Savile Row have long been reputed among the best in the world.

Even today Savile Row tailors enjoy a reputation second to none, and some of them



regularly travel the world, making the best suits for important businessmen, royalty,
millionnaires, celebrities, diplomats and politicians in many countries. For those who
cannot afford a Savile Row tailor, shops and brands like Burberry take their timeless
British styles and classic designs to cities all over the world. But is this "classic chic" the

same as "fashion"? Some people would perhaps say "no".

Remembering “The Queen”

Queen Elizabeth Il, who died in 2022, was one of the best-known people in the world. She
lived a life that covered almost a century, and a period of enormous change.

She was born before the age of television. When she was young, few people had cars,
very few people had flown in an aeroplane, few people had telephones, and nobody had a
computer. It was a different age.

Elizabeth Il was the older daughter of King George V1. As a teenager she lived through
the Second World War, when she trained as a nurse and as a mechanic.

Her father died suddenly at a young age in 1952. At the time Princess Elizabeth (as she
was called) was on a trip to Africa. She was just 25 and had two young children, Charles
and Anne.

Her coronation took place in Westminster Abbey, London, on 2nd June 1953. It was the
first big event to be shown live on television to viewers around Britain, and live on radio
around the world.

When she became Queen in 1952, her first prime minister was Winston Churchill. For
over 70 years, she was Britain's head of state. She was also head of the Commonwealth,
and the head of state of several Commonwealth countries, including Australia, Canada,
New Zealand and other smaller nations.

As head of state, she took an active part in life, meeting with her prime ministers every
week, and undertaking thousands of official functions. She was head of state, but she
played no part in politics, and had to remain strictly neutral in all circumstances. It was not



an easy life, but she did not think of retiring when she reached the age of 65. She continued
with her official business until two days before her death.

For most of her life she was very popular with people in Britain and around the world.
There was a period in the 1990s, after the death of Princess Diana, when she lost some of
her popularity, but her difficult years did not last long

In 2002 she celebrated her Golden Jubilee, marking 50 years on the throne. After that,
she remained popular, indeed very popular, for the rest of her life. She was like a national
figurehead, the nation's grandmother. People liked her, and more importantly they
respected her. As head of state, she was so much better than any politician!

Even though she has now left us, she will continue to be present in British life for many
years to come. Her head is on banknotes and coins, her initials E Il R are on red letterboxes
all over the country, her name has been given to London's newest underground railway
line, and her image is in millions of photos taken over the past 96 years.

Elizabeth Il marked an age in Britain, just as her great-grandmother Queen Victoria did
in the 19th century. Only a few kings and queens have ever done that, in Britain or

anywhere else.

Charles 111 - Britain's new King
Queen Elizabeth Il died on September 8th 2022, after 70 years on the British throne. She
has been succeeded by her eldest son Charles. The man who, until September 2022 was

"Prince Charles™ is now King Charles 11l

ery few people alive in Britain today remember the time when Britain last had a king.
Elizabeth Il was Queen of England for 70 years, from 1952 to 2022, so only the very oldest
people remember the last king, her father George VI.

Queen Elizabeth has marked life and times in Britain for the past seven decades, and
since her death, Britain has entered a new period of history. The Second Elizabethan age is

over.



For millions of people in Britain, and in other countries too, the death of the Queen has
been like losing a grandmother, since the Queen was part of national life, part of the
national family, and a very popular figure. Opinion polls in 2020 showed that over 80% of
people in Britain appreciated the Queen.

There has been a moment of national trauma following her death; the Queen was not just
"a royal”, she was the Queen, a person whose image people see every day, and will
continue to see for some time, on coins, on banknotes, on stamps, in magazines, in public

places.

While Charles is not unpopular, he is less appreciated than his mother the Queen, and less
popular than his son Prince William.

Charles was born in 1948, and has spent his life in the shadow of the Queen. He has the
image of a gentleman farmer, and is still actively involved in the agricultural life of
his estates. Like his father, the Duke of Edinburgh, who was president of the WWF,
Charles is very concerned about the environment and the natural world, and his farms are
known for their organic produce. Indeed, Charles's farms became organic in 1985, long
before the organic boom of recent years, and "Duchy Organic™, set up by Charles, is one

of the biggest brands of organic foods in the UK, sold in the Waitrose supermarkets.

Britain's new King
While Charles is not unpopular, he is less appreciated than his mother the Queen, and less
popular than his son Prince William.

Charles was born in 1948, and has spent his life in the shadow of the Queen. He has the
image of a gentleman farmer, and is still actively involved in the agricultural life of
his estates. Like his father, the Duke of Edinburgh, who was president of the WWF,
Charles is very concerned about the environment and the natural world, and his farms are

known for their organic produce. Indeed, Charles's farms became organic in 1985, long



before the organic boom of recent years, and "Duchy Organic", set up by Charles, is one of
the biggest brands of organic foods in the UK, sold in the Waitrose supermarkets.
William has now become the new Prince of Wales - the historic title of the heir to the
throne

Charles has also spent a lot of time trying to help underprivileged youth in Britain's inner
cities. His "Prince's Trust" is a charity that has helped thousands of kids from poor parts of
Britain's cities to get good training and good jobs. He has also been active on the world
stage, and in 2020 he encouraged world leaders at the Davos summit "to reset capitalism™,
in order to prevent the worst effects of climate change. As a prince, he could say and do
what he wanted; as Head of State, he will have to be more neutral. That may be difficult
for him.

How long will Charles be king? Not as long as his mother, that is sure. He came to the
throne at the age of 73, an age when most people are thinking more about retirement than
taking up a big and important job. If he lives as long as his mother, he will remain king for
over 20 years, longer than most heads of state..

If he is a good king, then one day he will probably be succeeded by his elder son
William. Few people want Britain to become a republic. A poll in 2012 showed that 80%
of people in Britain wanted the monarchy to continue, with only 13% wanting a republic.
Perhaps this is understandable; in Britain, as in many other countries, politicians are not

particularly popular these days! God save the King !

What is Commonwealth
What does a professor in Pakistan have in common with a cowboy in Canada, a lawyer in

London and a shopkeeper in Soweto?



Not much, maybe, but they do share some things: firstly, they can all probably speak the
same language, English even if they also speak another language. Secondly, they are

all citizens of the Commonwealth.

Until the 1960's, that meant that any of them could come and live and work in Britain if
they wanted to. That "freedom of movement" did not last very long, and Britain no longer
has an open door for Commonwealth immigrants. Yet millions of men, women and
children from different parts of the Commonwealth, and their descendants, now live in

Britain.

However, the 63 million people who live in Britain are only a very small minority of the
total population of the Commonwealth, which includes nearly 2.5 billion people, almost

two thirds of them in India.

The Commonwealth came into existence in 1931, when Britain gave independence to four
of its most important colonies, Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. The five
countries decided that although each was an independent state, they had a lot of things in
common, particularly a common cultural heritage, and they would continue to keep

close links in a lot of fields. They also agreed that the King of England would be the
symbolic head of state, even if each country was free to govern itself in the way it wanted

to.

After the Second World War, most of Britain's colonies became independent, and most
chose to become members of the Commonwealth when they did so; however, India caused
a problem in 1949, by saying it wished to remain in the Commonwealth but become a
republic. Obviously, if India became a republic, the King of Britain could not continue to

be head of state, even symbolically.

Fortunately, Commonwealth leaders came up with a solution; and since then, states which



belong to the Commonwealth have been free to choose any form of democratic
constitution. Sixteen of them, including Canada, Australia and New Zealand, recognise the
Queen as their head of state; five others have their own monarchies, but thirty-three

Commonwealth countries are republics.

An association of equals
At the end of the Second World War, Britain was at the centre of a vast Empire that
covered a large part of the world; but the age of empires was already ending. Countries like
Canada and Australia had already become independent; and Gandhi's struggle led to Indian
independence in 1948. After that, one by one, almost all Britain's "colonies” followed the
same path, and in the space of about 20 years, the British Empire ceased to exist.
Today, the Falkland Islands are among the few "colonies” (now called dependent
territories) that still exist .
However, most of the former colonies have chosen not to break all their links with
Britain, but to join Britain in a new association of independent states, the Commonwealth.
Today, the Commonwealth is the biggest international grouping of states after the United
Nations, and far from getting smaller, it has got bigger in recent years. So what is the

Commonwealth? What does it mean to people?

The King is the symbolic head of the whole Commonwealth, though of course he does not
have any power. In fact, one of the most important things about the Commonwealth is that
it has no power, just influence. The nations belonging to the organisation all come together
as equals — at least in theory — from the smallest, Nauru (an island in the Pacific,
population 8,000!) to the biggest, India (population 1.4 billion). Britain is not in any way
the "chief country", even if other countries recognise its special position, as the country
which gave Commonwealth nations their common language, and the basis of their legal,

educational and sporting traditions. The current Secretary General of the Commonwealth,



Patricia Scotland, is from the Caribbean island of Dominica. Queen Elizabeth was highly

respected in the Commonwealth, and made frequent visits to different countries.

The English speaking world

In many ways, the Commonwealth is like a smaller version of the United Nations, made
up of most of the world's English-speaking countries with the exception of the USA. After
the U.N., it is the most important organisation in the world in which rich developed
countries (like Britain, Canada, and Australia) can discuss cultural and economic questions
with developing countries including some of the richest in the world (such as Brunei) and
some of the poorest (e.g. Namibia and Bangla Desh).

Unlike the United Nations, it does not have any permanent assembly.

Heads of government from all Commonwealth countries meet once every two years.
However, there are also regional Commonwealth conferences, where countries from a
particular part of the world come together and discuss the problems of their continent or
region of the world.

If the Commonwealth still exists in 2022, after almost 90 years, it is obvious that some
people consider it to be an important and useful institution.

Originally, the Commonwealth was an important trading block. That is no longer the
case. When Britain joined the Common Market, Commonwealth countries, notably
Australia and New Zealand, lost many of their special trading privileges with Britain, and
had to find new markets for their products.

Interestingly, the Commonwealth is still represented in the European Union, even though
the UK has left it. Malta and Cyprus are both EU7 member-states, and also members of
the Commonwealth.

Today the Commonwealth's main aim is to promote peace, friendship and cooperation

between the different nations which are members



For example in 2020, the Commonwealth provided help and information on the COVID-
19 crisis, which was very useful for smaller nations. When the Queen made an exceptional
televised speech about the pandemic, she made it for the people of the whole

Commonwealth, not just for people in the U.K.

The Commonwealth and democracy
In 1961, South Africa, one of the first members of the Commonwealth, decided to leave
the organisation. Perhaps that was a good decision for South Africa at the time; if it had not
left in 1961, it would probably have been expelled a few years later, because other
Commonwealth countries condemned Apartheid.
The Commonwealth is an organisation which includes people of all races and religions.
It has, in theory, no placefor racism, for dictators or for repressive regimes.

Before South Africa left the Commonwealth, other Commonwealth nations
asked Pretoria to give up its policies of racial segregation; Pretoria did not take any
notice of them.
After South Africa's departure, developing nations in the Commonwealth put strong
pressure on the larger nations, particularly Britain and Australia, to cut cultural and
sporting links with South Africa. The British government did not at first want to do so, but
in the end the links were stopped; a lot of countries in the Commonwealth had threatened
to walk out if they were not. This way, the Commonwealth helped to put international
pressure on Pretoria to change its degrading policy of racial segregation. It also put
pressure on Britain to be more active in fighting against racism.

In 1994, two weeks after Nelson Mandela became President of the new multi-racial
South Africa, he asked for South Africa to be readmitted to the Commonwealth. A week
later, he was in London with Archbishop Desmond Tutu, for an official
ceremony, attended by the Queen.



South Africa was the second nation to rejoin the Commonwealth. Pakistan left the
Commonwealth in 1972, but came back in 1979 after the military government

was ousted from power.

Britain, that island

Just off the north coast of continental Europe, there is an island called Great Britain.
Today, this island is closely connected to the rest of Europe; there are direct trains to Paris
and Brussels, and thousands of people, cars and lorries cross the Channel and the North
Sea every day between British and continental ports.

Britain is very much a part of Europe; we are Europeans, and British history and culture
are part of European history and culture. In 1973, after years of discussion, Britain joined
the European Union. However many of the people in Britain have never liked being in the
E.U.; they imagine that Britain is very different from other countries. Some believe that
Britain is better than other countries.

In 2016, the people of Britain (or more exactly, just over half of Britain's
voters) voted for "Brexit". So in January 2020, Britain left the European Union. Why ?

"We're different, aren't we?" says Eddie, from London. "We do things differently. We
don't want to become like other countries."

Millions of people think the same as Eddie. For example, a large majority did not want
Britain to join the Euro. They imagine that Britain's "identity"” will be lost, if we say
goodbye to our pounds and our pennies. They forget that things are also very different
from one European country to another.

It's quite a strange situation really; but it is a situation that can easily be explained.

"Insularity™ is a deep and historic part of British culture and society. Great
Britain's borders have been fixed by nature for thousands of years. If you walk in a straight

line for long enough in any direction, you will know when you have reached the edge of



Great Britain; you will find yourself in salty water!

If you want to go to another country from Great Britain, you have to take a ship, a plane,
a train or a car; you can't just drive or walk across the border. Great Britain is physically
separated from every other country; and this is the main reason why British people imagine

that other countries are so "different".

Britain has chosen to ""Brexit"

If you want to go to another country from Great Britain, you have to take a ship, a plane,
a train or a car; you can't just drive or walk across the border. Great Britain is physically
separated from every other country; and this is the main reason why British people imagine
that other countries are so "different".

Of course, lots of things about Britain are different from the rest of Europe. We drive on
the left, we like our pubs, we have sports like cricket, we have our own popular TV
programmes, we use pounds and pennies and miles, we drink tea with milk in it, we don't
carry identity cards, and our policemen don't normally carry guns. So yes, Britain is
different, in these respects, from France or Germany or Spain, or Japan, or even the USA.

Nevertheless Britain's "difference™ is disappearing fast! Fifty years ago, British people
drove British cars; today the cars in Britain are British, French, German, Italian, Japanese
and more. Today we buy petrol in litres (not gallons) and fruit in kilos (not pounds). Fifty
years ago, our favourite foods were fish 'n' chips and "bangers and mash". Among today's
young people, the most popular foods and drinks are Italian pasta and pizza, Indian curry,
American hamburgers and colas, Chinese take-aways, Continental beers and Mexican
tacos.

As far as culture is concerned, young Britons love their Britpop bands; but they also like
American and Australian TV series, American films, and Japanese and British video
games.... In fact, they like more or less the same things as young people all over Europe

and North Americal



The real problem is perhaps not that we are very different. It's just that lots of people (in
and out of Britain) imagine that Britain is different..... because "Continentals" speak other

languages, and old ideas take a very long time to die.

What is life like for people who live in the Highlands of Scotland

Scotland, famous for its whisky, its wool, its kilts, and many other fine things, covers about
a third of the territory of Great Britain. Britain has a population of about 64 million
inhabitants — yet less than ten per cent of them now live in Scotland, about 5.3 million
people. And most of those 5.3 million people live in or near three cities, Glasgow,
Edinburgh, and Dundee.

In the Highlands, which cover most of Scotland, the population is very thin. In many
places — if there is actually a road — you can drive for over 30 kilometres without seeing
any human habitation, except perhaps a solitary “croft”, a small farm. Yet here and there,
there are small towns; most of them are beside the sea. They have their inhabitants and
their economic activities, their children and their teenagers.

This document from Linguapress looks at life in the Highlands, focusing particularly on
the town of Fort William. Indeed, a large part of this Focus was written with the help of

staff and students at Fort William's Lochaber High School.

If you ask someone to describe a Highlander to you, he will probably come up with the
type of image you see in whisky advertisements. A man wearing a kilt and a sporran, and
standing on a misty mountain near a haunted castle. The man plays the bagpipes,
eats porridge and haggis, and drinks whisky. Now while it is true that whisky is indeed a
favourite drink in the Highlands, the rest of the image is a long way from everyday reality.

Few Highlanders wear the kilt, except on special occasions or for ceremony.

What are we like, then, us Highlanders? Quite ordinary in fact! We enjoy the same

things that our English, American or European counterparts enjoy. As young people
everywhere, we are into fashion, music, social media, dances, all kinds of sport. We worry

about the same things — unemployment, our prospects for the future, war, drugs,



pollution; all these things and much more besides.

Highland High School

With 830 pupils aged between 12 and 18, Lochaber High School, at Fort William, is one
of the largest secondary schools in the Highlands. It covers a huge area; many of the pupils
come from small communities and travel up to 40 km to get into school each day.

In the past, the school covered a much larger area and many pupils were obliged to stay
in one of the school hostels, or — if older — to lodge with local families; but other high
schools have opened in the West Highlands, so the catchment area for Lochaber High,
though still very large, is not as large as it used to be.

. Pupils travel into school by car, by bus, or by special minibus each day, and some come
on foot or by bike. The majority live in Fort William itself, or in one of the surrounding
villages such as Caol, Corpach, or Inverlochy.

Pupils from our school were used as extras in two of the Harry Potter films, which were
made in part near Fort William!

At the end of their school career, and after obtaining higher or advanced higher grade
exam results, many fifth and sixth year pupils decide to move on to some form of further
education — either college or university. Some students can remain in or near Lochaber,
taking specialised courses at the West Highland college; but most leave home in
Lochaber, and go south or east to cities such as Glasgow, Edinburgh, or Aberdeen.

The train to Glasgow... the way out and home for many young people who live in the
Highlands

Many young people in this area feel that there are not enough opportunities here. Going
to a city inevitably means new friends, a whole new lifestyle, and the prospect of a more
exciting night life.

Even though Fort William is, by some standards, small and relatively isolated, it is a

beautiful place to live. It may not be exciting and incredibly trendy, but that doesn't matter.



There is a real community atmosphere here, and many people know, or are related to,
many other people. There is always something to do or see in Fort William; there is no
excuse for being bored! As far as | am concerned, it is a great place to live — a beautiful
place, with wide open spaces, fresh air, peace and quiet, and magnificent scenery. It is an
area full of myths and legends — some of them true, others pure invention! But there is
one thing that is certainly not "Scotch mist", and that is Highland hospitality. It is still very

real, very alive! We look forward to seeing you!

A future of the country
Lots of people in Britain want to live in the country; but young people often preferliving in
the city. City life is cool; but is country life cooler? Apparently yes.

After the terrible Covid-19 epidemic of 2020, lots of people would like to leave their
city and live in the country.

More and more people in Britain want to live in the country, and this is causing more
and more problems in some rural areas.

The population of British cities has been falling for years. Cities like Liverpool and
Glasgow have lost about 30% of their population in 30 years. But Britain's population is
still growing. Where are the people going?

Answer: to the country.

The English countryside has a classic image. People imagine that life in the country is
slow and calm; that there are no traffic jams, no pollution, and no crime. In some places,
this is true; but in others it is not.

Small towns and villages are becoming more and more popular; people have more space
and most houses have gardens. But problems are growing. Lots of people want to live in
the country and work in the city; so more and more people travel long distances each day,

to go to work. Of course they don't use buses (they are too slow) or trains (they don't stop



in the country); they use cars. And although they live in the country, they want to use
supermarkets and good fast roads.... but they do not want to see them or hear them.
Besides, lots of young people say that life in the country is boring: there is not enough to
do, there are not enough activities and excitements.

Little villages now have traffic problems in the morning, just like big cities! And they

are getting worse.

The problems are very complicated! If everyone moves into the country, large parts of
the countryside will disappear! People leave cities and big towns, to escape from urban
problems; but more and more, they are bringing their problems with them.

On warm summer days, and cold winter days, air pollution can be a big problem in large
parts of the south of England, not just in London. Traffic jams are now often part of life,
even in the country; crime has become a serious problem in rural areas.

Perhaps there is hope for the future. Soon Britain's population will stop rising. From
about the year 2030, it will perhaps start to fall. In 100 year's time, there will be less people
in Britain than today - perhaps two million less. No doubt there will be less pollution too;

oil and petrol will probably be rare by then.

New life for Big Ben
It's the most famous clock in the world and it's over 160 years old. The famous clock was

completely renovated between 2017 and 2021, and now it's back in service again.

Every day, on British radio stations and on television, you can hear it. It gives the
time before BBC radio news programmes, and on the BBC World Service. And you can
hear it and see it every evening before ITV's "News at Ten". The chimes of Big Ben are
recognised by almost everyone in Britain, and by millions of people all over the world.

If you have been to London, you have certainly seen "Big Ben." It's very difficult
to miss, standing almost 100 metres high beside the Thames, next to the Houses of

Parliament.



But have you actually seen "Big Ben"? Probably not!

The name "Big Ben" is generally used to refer to the big clock tower itself; but in reality,
"Big Ben" is just the name of the biggest bell in the tower , the bell that chimes on the
hour.

The famous clock tower was built in the 1850's, after the Houses of Parliament were
burned down.

The new clock was to be the biggest in the world, and extremely accurate. Lots of
people thought that this would be impossible; a very big clock, they thought, could not be
very accurate.

In fact, they were wrong; and the clock has always kept time almost perfectly.

The original "Big Ben" bell weighed 16 tons, and was made in the North of England.
However, after it had reached London, but before it had been put in place, it cracked! A
new bell had to be made to replace it!

The original bell was therefore melted down (in London) and a new Big Ben was made,
weighing "only" 13 tons! This bell was put in place in July 1859... but after two months it
cracked. Experts decided that the hammer was too big; and after the bell was mended, and
a smaller hammer was put in place, Big Ben began chiming again in 1862.

Since then, there have been several incidents. Once the clock stopped when a pot of
paint got stuck between its hands! And in 1976, the clock stopped for 26 days, when a part
of the mechanism broke.... after 114 years of service!

THE MEN WHO GUARD THE KING

Following the death of Queen Elizabeth in September 2022, Britain’s red-coated guards
have become a familiar sight on television and other media all over the world; but who are

they? Are they an army, or clones, or actors? Or are they a real soldiers?



They are among the best known icons of Britain, and if you've ever been to London,

you've probably seen them. They are the soldiers in bright red jackets or shining helmets,
who stand outside Buckingham Palace, or in Whitehall. They are men who can stand
absolutely still, even when tourists tell them jokes, touch them, push them, or try to make
them move. They look identical, and they march like robots.

But who are these soldiers? Are they an army of clones, or actors? Or are they real
soldiers?

Some people are surprised to learn that they are real soldiers; and the guns that they
carry are very real too. The guns are not just for show; they are loaded!

The men who stand guard outside Buckingham Palace and certain other royal palaces
are in fact some of the best-trained soldiers in the British army. They belong to a number
of historic regiments, such as the Grenadier Guards or the Scots Guards.

There are two main groups of guards, those who have horses and those who do not. The
former are known as the "Household Cavalry", and the latter as the "foot guards".

Ceremonial duties are just a small part of a guardsman's life.

The footguards are the senior infantry regiments in the British army; most of the time,
they train like other soldiers, a long way from London. Sometimes they may find
themselves in war zones. In recent years they have also been sent to Bosnia and to Kosovo,

to Iraq and Afghanistan in order to help with the international peace-keeping forces.

London in the sea? Environment.

Planet Earth is getting hotter, and the level of the sea is rising. This is going to cause
massive problems for many seaside cities; and London is one of them. Many parts of
London will be under water by 2060, if nothing is done to protect them.

London on the Thames, yes; but London in the Sea? No thank you! Yet this

could happen before 2060, if steps are taken quite quickly, to prevent it.



As a result of global warming the sea level around the south east corner of England
Is expected to rise by 54 cms in just half a century! And scientists now say that many
parts of London will be at serious risk from flooding by the sea within 50 years.

It's not all of London that is in danger; just some parts to the east of the city. And they
won't be under water all the time; just when there are very high tides.

The low-lying suburbs beside the Thames in the East End of London are already
protected from high tides by a massive barrier that stretch right across the river; but
more defences will be needed along the banks of the Thames to protect a larger area to
the north of the river, and further east. And no-one really knows if the existing Thames
Barrier will actually be enough to protect London, even in 2050. Other towns and low
lying areas in the east of England are facing similar problems; and it will take a lot of time,
and cost a lot of money, to protect them.

Of course, there have always been occasional very high tides. A thousand years ago, there
were big floods around London; and in 1953, before the Thames Barrier was built, over
300 people lost their lives in "the big flood"; but today the dangers are bigger. There are
more people, more roads, more infrastructure. In the past, people did not build in places
where there was a risk of flooding. Today, in southeast England, land is so expensive, that
people build everywhere — even in places that are liable to be flooded. Scientists also say
that climate change is going to lead to warmer and drier summers in the south east of
England. This will cause major changes in vegetation, and several species of native
wildlife will not be able to survive. Wet in winter, hot in summer: is that going to be
London in fifty years' time ?

London faces big problems in the next fifty years; but London is a rich city, which can
pay to build the protections that will be needed. London's difficulties are likely to be be
very small, compared to the problems that will be faced in some of the world's poorer

counties, like Bangla Desh.

The story of London



LONDON. Capital of England, capital of Great Britain. Once the biggest city in the
world, today just one of the biggest in Europe. Yet if London is no longer one of the
biggest cities in the world, it remains one of the most important, and one of the most
fascinating. In this article, you can learn something about the history of Britain's capital
city.

When the French poet and traveller Théophile Gautier first went to London in 1843, by
ship, he was quite astonished. He wrote that London was the "capital of enormities and of
proud rebellion”.

"On this gigantic scale,” he continued, "industry almost becomes poetry, a poetry in
which nature plays no part, but which is a result of the immense development of
human will."

In 1843, London really was very different from any other city. It was much bigger than
any other city, and it was the capital of the most industrialised nation in the world.

It was already a city with a long history, of course. London had become the British
capital in Roman times, but since then, it had been built and destroyed and rebuilt so many
times that there were few traces left of the capital city of Roman Britain, except deep
below the ground.

Today, the oldest buildings in London include the Tower of London and Westminster
Abbey, which are almost a thousand years old.

Though the Tower was always a part of London, Westminster Abbey was once over a
mile from the capital city. For centuries, "London™ just covered the area corresponding
more or less to the Roman city. Today, this part of London is still called the City of
London, and is the heart of the bigger "London".

Until recently, "the City" was home to hundreds of thousands of people; but today its
population is actually well less than ten thousand! Today the City is the heart of London's
financial district, full of bankers and businessmen by day, almost deserted by night.

Back in the Middle Ages, the City was already becoming too small. In the 11th

century, monks built a big new abbey at Westminster, and King Cnut began to build a



palace beside it. King Ethelred, his successor, then decided to move his court from the city

of Winchester, to the palace of Westminster. Westminster has been the seat of the English,

then British, parliament since 1265, and London has been the capital city for even longer.
While the parliament was established in Westminster, the City's growing population

kept spreading to other villages all round. Villages like Chelsea and

Hackney eventually became swallowed up by the metropolis which kept growing and

growing.

The history of London

Today, Westminster, which contains Buckingham Palace, Parliament, Big Ben, Piccadilly
Circus, Trafalgar Square, and London's most famous shopping district, is part of the "West
End' of Central London. Nearby, Chelsea is an expensive residential area, and Hackney is a
working-class district: they are all parts of London.

In spite of its age, Central London does not have many very old buildings. The City
itself was burnt to the ground in the terrible fire of 1666, and was almost totally rebuilt
after it. Large parts of London were also rebuilt in the nineteenth century and have been
rebuilt again since then, for different reasons.

Charles Dickens, the author of Oliver Twist and other famous novels, lived in the
London that Théophile Gautier visited, and has left us with terrible descriptions of the
conditions in which the poor of London lived and worked in those days. Millions of people
worked in the great city, with its docks, its offices and shops, and its services. In those days
most people who lived in cities were poor, and lived in squalid conditions. But a new
"middle class" was growing, specially in London, where there were lots of jobs. In this

way, London, the biggest city in the world, was also the first "modern™ city.


https://linguapress.com/intermediate/big-ben.htm

It remained the world's biggest city until after the second world war.
Since then it has continued to change, but got smaller; but with over seven million
inhabitants , today's "Greater London™ is, with Paris, one of the two biggest cities in

Europe; and also one of the most fascinating.

Different parts of London. London rich, London poor

London is one of the richest cities in Europe, and lots of people in London have plenty of
money to spend. But like almost every big city, London has its prosperity but also its
poverty.

Most tourists visit the "West End", with its shops, cinemas, theatres and monuments. This
Is London's front window, where the streets are clean and most people, including the
tourists, have jobs, and money to spend.

Harrod's store, in Knightsbridge, claims it is the most famous shop in the world; in
theory you can buy anything there, from an elephant to a pencil (though naturally, they
would have to order the elephant specially for you, there are none on the shelves!)

In the small streets behind Regent Street, there are all sorts of specialist shops, selling
high-quality products to people who can afford them. "Gentlemen's tailor since 1788," says
the sign outside a tiny shop with beautiful suits in its window. Expensive suits. Most of this
shop's customers are businessmen, celebrities and diplomats; here at least, the foreign

customer, after his first English lesson, can say "my tailor is rich".

Two miles to the north east of Regent Street, the scene is very different. Here you are in
the "inner city" district of London, where many of the streets are dirty, the shops look
cheap, and the people do not look rich.

Few tourists visit Islington, Bethnal Green, Brixton and London's other depressed areas.
A lot of the inhabitants here are from minorities — mostly West Indian or Asian — and
many of them do not have any work. Those who do have work are often in unskilled jobs

which do not pay well; cleaners, dustmen, shop assistants.



Nevertheless, though these areas of London are poor, they cannot be described as
ghettoes, and while levels of crime are above average in many parts of the inner city, these
are not dangerous areas. Twenty years ago, there was rioting and violence in the streets in

Brixton, but since then things have been generally calm.

Big red London buses

They've changed over the years; they're not the same today as they were thirty years ago;
but big red double-decker buses are icons of London, and they are recognised (and found)
all over the world.

What is the most recognisable symbol of London? Big Ben? The statue of Eros in
Picadilly Circus? Or could it be something much less artistic than that? Could it be the big
red London double-decker bus?

It certainly could. Big red buses are recognised all over the world as symbols of
London. Visitors climb into London buses to go and see the Niagara Falls. London buses
can be seen driving round Europe to advertise big department stores, or British events .
They don't need to have the words "London Transport™ on the side of them. They are
instantly recognised by millions of people !

It was over 100 years ago, on October 25th 1911, that the London General Omnibus
Company ran their last horse-drawn omnibus through the streets of the capital. From then

on, the monarchs of the road in London have been those famous red motor buses.

The idea of the "double decker" is actually much older than the motor bus. It is simply a
continuation of the system that was used for public transport in the age of horse-
drawn vehicles, when some of the passengers sat inside, and the rest travelled on the roof.
Too bad if it was raining!

Double-deckers omnibuses
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The earliest double-deckers omnibuses in London were horse-drawn vehicles. Like
some of today's double-deckers, they had steps at the back, to let people climb up onto the
roof. The main difference was that in those days, there was no protection for the people
travelling on top. If it rained, they could pull a sort of oil-cloth cover out of the back of the
seat in front of them, and pull it over them; but you still got pretty wet.

The most famous London buses, however, are not those that filled the Capital's streets in
the 1930's, but the powerful "Routemasters" which dated from the 1950's and 60's. These
are the buses that have been taken all over the world, the buses that feature in the tourist
brochures, and the ones which have been sold, in miniature, to millions of visitors and
souvenir hunters.

The Routemaster is an icon in itself! These buses were designed specially for London,
by people who knew what London needed, and they served their purpose well, and did so
for half a century !

Things started to go wrong for the London bus in the late 1960's. That was when the
Ministry of Transport decided that it would only give financial help to bus companies that
bought new buses with doors! Suddenly London Transport found they could no longer buy
any more of their favourite Routemasters, that they had designed. They had instead to

choose other models. They have been buying other models ever since.

In the late 20th century, five hundred of the solid and popular old buses were extensively
renovated, and put back on the road as good as new, if not better! But not even the
Routemaster could resist the winds of change. Modern transport systems require one-man
buses, not buses with both a driver and a conductor. So in 2005, the old Routemasters were
finally taken out of normal service.

Still, it's not too late to enjoy travelling on one of these historic buses. Some of the old
buses have been preserved, and were used for a while on two "heritage routes” through the

centre of London, specially for tourists. Route 9 went from the Royal Albert Hall to
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Aldwych, via Piccadilly circus and Trafalgar Square; but the last Routmasters were used
on this route in 2014. In 2020, the only route left was Route 15, which goes from Trafalgar
Square to the Tower of London, via St. Paul's Cathedral. But other old Routemasters are

used by the tourist bus companies, which offer trips round the centre of London.

Today, every day, thousands of Londoners use the big red buses to move - often slowly -
around town. Lots of tourists know that a one-day London bus pass, valid on all regular

bus routes, offers a wonderful way to see Britain's capital city.

MEET THE CELEBRITIES in LONDON!

Madame Tussaud's is one of the most popular attractions in London.

Here can you be sure to see the Queen, the Beatles, Alfred Hitchcock, and a whole lot of
famous and infamous people .....

Many people like to see celebrities; but celebrities don't usually like being looked at - at
least, not all day every day!

There is, however, one place in England where you can look at celebrities - lots of them
- every day: this is Madame Tussaud's, the most popular tourist attraction in London.

On most days of the year, queues of visitors can be seen outside Madame Tussaud's, all
wanting to get in and see some of the most famous people in the world - kings and queens,
politicians, stars, and even famous criminals. They are all inside, just waiting to be looked
at, or talked to.

If you like, you can talk to film stars, politicians and even tyrants in Madame Tussaud's,
but they won't say anything to you, because they can't! Madame Tussaud's is a wax-works,
and the "famous people” in the building are really made out of wax.

Judging by the popularity of Madame Tussaud's, that does not seem to be a problem!
Ordinary people like looking at extraordinary people, even if they are only statues. It's
better than nothing!
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Marie Tussaud was born in Strasbourg in 1765. As a child she learned how to make wax
models of people, and later went to Paris.

The most popular figures in the exhibition are royalty and stars. Princess Diana has been
the overall favourite for several years, and other popular figures include Tony Blair, David
Beckham, Brad Pitt and Elvis Presley.... to mention just a few of them.

Another popular part of the exhibition is the "chamber of horrors", with its famous
murderers and its instruments of torture!

At Madame Tussaud's, it is only the very famous who get a place in the exhibition. That
Is not surprising really; it takes about six months to create a really lifelike wax model.

The sculptors use lots of photos and measurements, in order to obtain a perfect likeness.
For example, it took 450 hours to re-create Spice Girl Mel G's famous curly hair! In all, a
wax figure costs over £40,000 to make - a lot of money!

And, you ask, what happens to yesterday's famous people? Well, they are taken out of
the collection, and their heads are stored for a while. Then, if it is clear that no one will
ever want to see them again, they are melted down and re-used for another person!

Many people achieve passing fame; few achieve lasting fame!
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Preserving Innocence Amidst the Transition: The Theme of 'The Catcher in the Rye

Adolescence is a transformative phase, a bridge between childhood innocence and the
complexities of adulthood. In J.D. Salinger’s novel “The Catcher in the Rye,” this period
of transition is meticulously dissected through the lens of the protagonist, Holden
Caulfield. The novel’s central theme revolves around the protagonist’s struggle to navigate

the challenges of growing up while preserving his sense of authenticity and innocence.

Holden Caulfield’s journey is marked by his profound disdain for the world he perceives as

hypocritical, phony, and lacking authenticity.



This aversion to the adult world stems from his idealized memories of childhood and his
desire to protect the innocence he associates with that period. As he confronts the harsh
realities of adulthood, Holden grapples with the loss of this innocence and struggles to

come to terms with the complexities and contradictions he encounters.

Throughout the novel, Holden’s fixation on preserving innocence manifests in his

interactions with his younger sister, Phoebe, and his fantasy of being a “catcher in the rye.

” He envisions himself standing in a field of rye, catching children as they approach a
precipice, symbolizing his desire to shield them from the harsh realities of adulthood. This
fantasy encapsulates his longing to preserve the purity and authenticity he associates with
childhood.

“The Catcher in the Rye” delves into the theme of navigating the challenges of growing up
while maintaining a sense of authenticity and innocence. Holden Caulfield’s struggle to
reconcile the complexities of adulthood with his desire to protect and preserve the purity of
childhood drives the novel’s narrative. Through his interactions, fantasies, and resistance to
societal norms, Holden’s journey becomes a poignant exploration of the tension between
growing up and retaining one’s authenticity. The novel ultimately presents a nuanced
portrayal of the profound impact of the transition from innocence to experience during the

tumultuous period of adolescence.

Nurturing Unity through Cultural Humility: Embracing Diversity, Inspiring
Collaboration

In our increasingly interconnected world, the concept of cultural humility emerges as a
beacon of understanding, empathy, and collaboration among the diverse tapestry of
humanity. This ideology, rooted in recognizing one’s limitations and an unwavering

commitment to perpetual learning, serves as an antidote to the toxins of cultural



insensitivity and prejudice. This exploration delves into the profound significance of

cultural humility by illustrating its transformative potential through concrete examples.

Within educational landscapes, cultural humility emanates as a beacon of equity and
inclusion. In classrooms pulsating with diversity, educators attuned to this ethos value the
kaleidoscope of perspectives and narratives each student brings. Rejecting the imposition
of a single cultural narrative, culturally humble educators actively weave myriad
viewpoints into their pedagogical tapestry. A classroom might witness a teacher inviting
students to share cultural traditions, cultivating an atmosphere suffused with mutual respect
and enlightenment. This tribute to the richness of each student’s heritage ensures that all

learners find themselves embraced, acknowledged, and appreciated.

Enter the corporate realm, and cultural humility takes on the mantle of an agent of
transformation. Leaders who embolden this mindset place a premium on the mosaic of
talents and backgrounds within their workforce. They encourage participation from team
members hailing from diverse origins, ensuring that every voice resonates within the
decision-making process. This approach not only amplifies the chorus of inclusivity but
also nurtures a sense of belonging among employees. Additionally, organizations that
prioritize cultural humility lay siege to biases and stereotypes that could otherwise hinder

innovation and collective collaboration.

Cultural humility’s influence extends to the realm of personal interactions, breathing life
into more profound connections and relationships. Those who embody this concept
approach acquaintances with a genuine desire to understand their stories and experiences.
Employing open-ended inquiries and lending an attentive ear, they create a sanctuary
where individuals feel validated and comprehended. This practice of cultural humility
becomes an incubator of empathy and rapport, surmounting cultural divides and
embellishing the fabric of human connection.

A Journey of Cultural Discovery and Identity Through a Pair of Tickets



The moving narrative “A Pair of Tickets” by Amy Tan explores cultural identification and
personal growth. The narrative follows Chinese-American Jing-Mei as she sets out on a
life-changing journey to China in order to reunite with her roots and unearth the long-kept
truths of her history. Through her journey, Jing-Mei learns how to negotiate the challenges
of her dual identity and develops a deep appreciation for her ancestry and the value of

family ties.

Jing-Mei discovers at the start of the narrative that she is the daughter of Chinese

immigrants and also an American who was reared in San Francisco.

Jing-Mei has spent her entire life trying to balance these two sides of herself, feeling
estranged from her Chinese background and yearning to completely embrace her American

identity. Her decision to travel to China is motivated by this inner conflict.

The death of Jing-Mei’s father and the discovery of her long-lost twin sisters serve as the

impetus for her trip to China.

She sets out on the journey with a mixture of interest and trepidation because she is unclear
of what to anticipate in a place that is both familiar and alien to her. She starts to feel a
sense of connection and belonging to the country of her ancestors, though, as she goes

further into China.

Jing-Mei struggles with her emotions of inadequacy as a Chinese person who is unable to
speak the language effectively and who is unaware of her cultural history throughout the
journey. When she runs into her aunt and other family members, who appear to accept her
as a true Chinese despite her limited proficiency in the language, her fears become even

more pronounced.

As the voyage goes on, Jing-Mei’s journey transcends only being a physical one and
instead develops into a journey of understanding and self-discovery. She progressively



embraces her Chinese identity and discovers a sense of belonging via her contacts with her
relatives and her experiences in China. She starts to recognize that she belongs to a rich

and varied cultural background in addition to being an American.

Aztecs: A Civilization Carved in the Heart of Mexico

The pages of human history are peppered with extraordinary civilizations that have shaped
our collective past. Among them, the Aztecs stand out, a civilization imbued with an
intriguing mix of grandeur, mysticism, and architectural genius. Notably, the location of
this magnificent civilization was as exceptional as the society itself, placing it in the heart
of present-day Mexico, in a region that would eventually become a thriving metropolis:

Mexico City.

The story of the Aztecs begins in the 12th century, when they migrated from a mythical

homeland they called ‘Aztlan’, the location of which remains a mystery to this day.

Legend has it that their journey was guided by their patron god, Huitzilopochtli, who
commanded them to settle where they found an eagle perched on a cactus, devouring a
snake. This symbol, now immortalized in Mexico’s flag, led the Aztecs to the Valley of

Mexico, a high-altitude basin in the Mexican Plateau.

Surrounded by towering mountains and dotted with a series of interconnected lakes, the

Valley of Mexico was a challenging yet promising canvas for the Aztecs.

The heart of the valley cradled Lake Texcoco, a sprawling body of water brimming with
natural resources. The lake’s island was the chosen location for the Aztecs’ new city,
Tenochtitlan. It was there, on a marshy island, that the Aztecs decided to plant their roots
and build their civilization, transforming the challenging landscape into an opportunity for
growth.



The location of the Aztecs wasn’t just a geographical fact; it was an integral part of their
identity. Their decision to settle in the Valley of Mexico, despite its initial challenges,
stands as a testament to their resilience and adaptability. From the marshes of Lake
Texcoco, they carved out a civilization of astounding depth and complexity that continues
to captivate us with its mystique, illuminating a chapter of human history that continues to
resonate through time. As we navigate through the bustling streets of Mexico City, we can
imagine the echoes of the Aztecs’ past, reminding us of the indomitable spirit that once

reigned over these lands.

The Unity and Diversity of Islam

Islam, with its rich history and diverse cultural expressions, is a vibrant and multifaceted
religion that spans the globe. At its core, Islam promotes unity, brotherhood, and a sense of
belonging to the Umma, the global community of Muslims. With over a billion adherents
worldwide, Islam unites individuals from various ethnicities, languages, and cultures under
the banner of faith. This unique aspect of Islam not only fosters a strong bond among its
followers but also celebrates the diversity and richness of human experience within the

Umma.

The concept of Umma, or the Muslim community, holds great significance in Islam. It
represents the collective unity and solidarity of Muslims around the world, regardless of
their individual backgrounds. The Quran emphasizes the importance of Umma, stating that
Muslims are one brotherhood, bound by their shared faith and commitment to Islam. This
concept transcends national, ethnic, and linguistic boundaries, creating a sense of

belonging that extends beyond geographical borders.

One of the pillars of Islam that reinforces the idea of Umma is the annual pilgrimage to

Mecca, known as Hajj.



Every year, millions of Muslims from diverse backgrounds gather in Mecca to perform the
sacred rituals of Hajj. This monumental event showcases the unity and diversity within the
Umma as individuals from all walks of life, speaking different languages and hailing from
various countries, come together in a profound demonstration of faith and devotion. The
collective experience of Hajj fosters a strong sense of connection and unity, transcending

individual differences and highlighting the power of shared religious practices.

In addition to the spiritual and communal aspects, the Umma serves as a support network
for Muslims around the world. In times of hardship or crisis, Muslims often come together
to provide aid, support, and comfort to their fellow believers. This sense of collective
responsibility is deeply ingrained in Islamic teachings and is reflected in the charitable
practices of the Umma. Muslims are encouraged to give Zakat, a form of mandatory
charity, to help those in need within the community. The Umma, thus, becomes a source of
strength and compassion, offering support and assistance to its members in times of
difficulty.

Unleashing the Flavor: Exploring Hip Hop Slang

Hip hop, as a cultural movement and genre of music, has had a profound impact on popular
culture and language. One of the distinctive features of hip hop culture is its vibrant and
ever-evolving slang. Hip hop slang, also known as urban slang or rap lingo, adds a unique
flavor to the English language, reflecting the creativity, wit, and social commentary that
define the genre. In this exploration, we dive into the world of hip hop slang, uncovering

its origins, significance, and the role it plays in shaping contemporary language.

Hip hop slang has its roots in African American Vernacular English (AAVE) and various
regional dialects. It emerged as a way for artists to express their identities and experiences,
incorporating elements of street culture, social commentary, and urban life. Through their
lyrics, hip hop artists introduced a wealth of colorful expressions, idioms, and wordplay,

creating a distinct linguistic style that resonated with audiences worldwide.



One of the primary functions of hip hop slang is to establish and reinforce cultural identity.

Slang terms and phrases allow individuals within the hip hop community to connect with
one another, signaling shared experiences and understanding. By using slang, artists and
enthusiasts create a sense of belonging and authenticity, constructing a unique linguistic
space that sets them apart from mainstream culture. Through the use of slang, hip hop
becomes a vehicle for self-expression, empowerment, and the celebration of cultural

heritage.

Hip hop slang is also deeply intertwined with the art of lyricism. Skilled rappers employ
wordplay, double entendres, and clever metaphors to captivate audiences and convey their

messages with flair.

These linguistic techniques elevate the poetic nature of hip hop, transforming it into a
powerful medium of storytelling. Slang terms and expressions are essential tools in the
rapper’s arsenal, allowing them to craft memorable lines that resonate with listeners and

demonstrate their lyrical prowess.

Furthermore, hip hop slang has permeated popular culture, extending beyond the
boundaries of the music itself. Through the influence of hip hop, slang terms and
expressions have found their way into mainstream language, fashion, and media. Phrases
like “dope,” “fly,” “fresh,” and “lit” have become ubiquitous in everyday conversation,
crossing racial, cultural, and generational barriers. The widespread adoption of hip hop
slang reflects its impact on contemporary language, shaping the lexicon and enriching the

vibrancy of communication.

Embracing the Beauty of Deaf Culture: A Journey Through Deaf Eyes

Discover the transformative power of ‘Through Deaf Eyes,’ a revolutionary documentary
that illuminates the vibrant and multifaceted realm of Deaf culture. Welcome to this

enlightening journey that delves deep into the rich tapestry of the Deaf community. Prepare



to embark on a voyage of discovery, as we unravel the intricate threads of their
experiences, history, and remarkable achievements. Together, we shall debunk prevalent
misconceptions surrounding deafness, paving the way for a more inclusive and
understanding society. Let’s dive in and explore the vibrant world of the Deaf community!
In this enlightening piece, we explore the profound importance of “Through Deaf Eyes”

and its powerful influence in fostering awareness and cultivating a deeper understanding.

The documentary offers a truly remarkable viewpoint, presenting personal narratives,
accounts from the past, and enlightening conversations with individuals from the Deaf
community. This incredible piece of work showcases a diverse range of stories that
beautifully illustrate the unwavering determination, inner power, and deep-rooted heritage

of individuals within the deaf community.

Through the captivating documentary “Through Deaf Eyes,” we are enlightened with a
diverse array of perspectives that shatter the misconception that deafness is merely a
disability. Instead, this eye-opening film highlights the incredible depth of Deaf culture and
showecases the extraordinary ways in which Deaf individuals perceive and engage with the

world around them.

From the artistry of sign language to the adoption of oralism and the revolutionary use of
cochlear implants, this thought-provoking film sheds light on the diverse approaches to
communication and their profound influence on individual identity and the unity of the
community. Sign language is truly remarkable! It plays a crucial role in the lives of Deaf
individuals, allowing them to communicate effectively and connect with others in their
community. It’s incredible how this unique language empowers them to express

themselves fully and be actively involved in various social interactions.

Moreover, the documentary “Through Deaf Eyes” has served as a powerful catalyst for
various forms of media and artistic expressions that delve into the depths of Deaf culture,

while simultaneously questioning and reshaping prevailing societal beliefs and attitudes.



By fostering a creative environment, it has inspired filmmakers, writers, and artists to
authentically share their personal narratives, thus enriching the depiction of the Deaf
experience with a greater sense of truth and inclusivity. The enlightening documentary acts
as a powerful catalyst, igniting a much-needed movement towards greater representation

and acknowledgement of the vibrant Deaf community in the realm of media and the arts.

The Conk Hairstyle: Cultural Expression and Identity Redefined

Hairstyles have long been a medium for individuals to express their identity, cultural
heritage, and personal style. One such hairstyle that holds significant historical and cultural
significance is the Conk. Originating in African American communities during the early
20th century, the Conk represented more than just a fashionable hairdo—it became a
symbol of resistance, self-expression, and the complex interplay between societal norms
and individual identity. This essay delves into the unique story of the Conk hairstyle,

exploring its historical roots, cultural implications, and its enduring legacy.

The Conk hairstyle gained prominence during the 1920s and 1930s as part of the larger
cultural movement known as the Harlem Renaissance. African Americans, who were
navigating the challenges of racial segregation and oppression, sought avenues to assert
their identity and challenge prevailing beauty standards that favored Eurocentric features.
The Conk emerged as a response, embodying a form of self-determination and reclaiming

agency over personal appearance.

The term “Conk” derives from the word “conklay,” which referred to a method of

straightening hair using a combination of lye-based products and hot combs.

This process allowed individuals with tightly coiled hair to achieve a straightened, slicked-
back look. While the Conk offered aesthetic appeal, it also represented a deeper
sociocultural statement. By altering their natural hair texture, African Americans

challenged societal norms that deemed their natural hair as inferior or unattractive. The



Conk hairstyle became a symbol of reclaiming cultural identity, embracing personal

expression, and resisting the pressures of assimilation.

During the early stages of its popularity, the Conk hairstyle was primarily adopted by

African American entertainers and artists.

Musicians like Cab Calloway and Little Richard donned the Conk, using their public

personas to challenge racial stereotypes and redefine notions of beauty.

The Gateway Arch: Reaching New Heights in Architectural Marvel

In the heartland of America, nestled along the banks of the mighty Mississippi River,
stands a towering symbol of innovation and ingenuity: the Gateway Arch in St. Louis,
Missouri. As one of the most iconic landmarks in the United States, this architectural
masterpiece captivates visitors with its majestic presence and unique design. The Gateway
Arch, also known as the St. Louis Arch, stands as a testament to human achievement and

serves as a gateway to the rich history and vibrant culture of the city.

So, just how tall is this magnificent arch? The Gateway Arch soars to a height of 630 feet
(192 meters). Its imposing stature makes it the tallest man-made monument in the Western
Hemisphere, dwarfing other renowned structures such as the Statue of Liberty and the
Washington Monument. The architectural marvel of the Gateway Arch was the brainchild

of renowned Finnish-American architect Eero Saarinen.

His vision was selected through a national design competition held in the late 1940s, aimed
at commemorating St. Louis’ role as the Gateway to the West. Saarinen’s design embraced
the spirit of progress and expansion that defined America’s westward expansion in the 19th

century, and his creation has since become an enduring symbol of the city’s identity.



The Gateway Arch is not just a magnificent steel structure; it is also an engineering marvel.
Its distinctive form takes the shape of a weighted catenary curve, which is the ideal shape

assumed by a free-hanging chain.

This design choice allows the arch to distribute its weight evenly, ensuring stability and
structural integrity. The arch is constructed using stainless steel on the exterior, giving it a
gleaming silver appearance that glimmers in the sunlight and reflects the changing hues of

the sky.

Visitors to the Gateway Arch have the opportunity to experience its grandeur from
multiple vantage points. The arch serves as the centerpiece of the Jefferson National
Expansion Memorial Park, a sprawling green space that provides visitors with a serene and

picturesque setting.

Groups through Dramaturgical Analysis

In the grand theatre of life, human societies have always operated on the principles of
group dynamics. These dynamics are like invisible strings that shape our actions, thoughts,
and interactions. Sociology, the study of societal patterns, compartmentalizes these groups
into two core types: primary groups and secondary groups. Through the lens of

dramaturgical analysis, let’s take a closer look at these unseen guiding forces.

Primary groups are the first ‘scenes’ of our social play where we learn to engage with

others and ourselves.

This term, pioneered by Charles Cooley in 1909, encapsulates the critical role such groups
play in crafting our social ‘scripts’. Primary groups encompass family, close friends, and

Immediate circles, marked by profound relationships, joint experiences, and robust



emotional ties. These groups are like the ‘lead actors’ in our life’s theatre, playing non-

replaceable roles that deeply influence our identity.

In the ‘scenes’ featuring primary groups, interactions are intimate, informal, and wide-

ranging, often weaving enduring and deeply personal narratives.

For instance, our families not only provide the biological backdrop for our existence but
also lay the foundation for daily rituals, traditions, and shared life experiences. Friendships,
another embodiment of primary groups, cultivate emotional resilience, collective
memories, and a sense of camaraderie, significantly shaping our emotional and personal

‘character development’.

Contrastingly, secondary groups can be compared to the ‘supporting actors’ in our social
theatre. These groups are generally goal-driven, marked by contractual relationships. The
‘scenes’ involving secondary groups are more impersonal, mission-focused, and generally
fleeting. Examples of secondary groups range from professional colleagues, clubs,

associations to virtual communities.

Secondary groups often embrace a broader and more varied ‘cast’, extending beyond our
iImmediate stage. Relationships in these groups, such as those with co-workers, are
primarily built around professional roles and responsibilities, with interactions mostly
confined to task-oriented ‘dialogues’. Similarly, participation in a club or an association is
usually steered by a shared objective or interest, like mastering a sport or championing a

cause.

The relationships in secondary groups mostly follow a quid pro quo model. They function
on the ‘give-and-take’ principle, similar to actors exchanging lines on a stage. For
example, in a professional setting, an employee offers their skills and expertise in return

for remuneration. Although crucial, such relationships are more replaceable than those in



primary groups. One might change jobs without drastically altering their ‘character’ or

self-perception.

Both primary and secondary groups deliver unique ‘performances’ in our life’s theatre.
Primary groups help us ‘rehearse’ our personal identities and emotional responses,
providing a sense of security, acceptance, and unconditional love. Secondary groups, on
the other hand, guide us in achieving specific goals, shaping our professional identities,
and enriching us with diverse perspectives. They contribute to our intellectual growth,

practical successes, and social contributions.

Despite their distinctive ‘roles’, primary and secondary groups often ‘share the stage’,
influencing each other in myriad ways. Values imbued in primary groups often shape our
‘performances’ in secondary groups, while experiences in secondary groups can subtly
alter our ‘scenes’ within primary groups. For instance, work stress (a secondary group

experience) might ‘edit the script’ of our familial relationships (a primary group).

In essence, the differentiation between primary and secondary groups unravels the intricate
‘plot’ of human relationships. Our lives are an intricate ‘drama’ orchestrated by these
varied groups, each contributing distinctively to our identity, worldview, and life
experiences. As we ‘perform’ across these groups, we evolve as individuals, deepening our
connection with ourselves and the larger ‘audience’ of society. Understanding the fine
interplay between primary and secondary groups enables us to appreciate the intricacies of
human interaction, the subtleties of societal ‘direction’, and the dynamics of personal

identity ‘characterization’.

Western Civilization: An Overview and Definition

Western civilization is a term often used to describe the cultural, intellectual, and socio-
political developments that have taken place in the Western world. It encompasses a vast

array of historical events, ideologies, and achievements that have shaped the modern



world. In this essay, we will explore the definition of Western civilization, its key

characteristics, and its significant contributions to human progress.

Western civilization refers to the heritage and cultural traditions that originated in the
Western world, primarily Europe and North America, although its influence has spread

globally.

It is characterized by its rich history, diverse languages, artistic expressions, scientific

advancements, political systems, and philosophical ideas./p>

Ancient Greece and Rome: The foundations of Western civilization can be traced back to
the ancient Greek and Roman civilizations. They laid the groundwork for democracy,
philosophy, literature, architecture, and other cultural and intellectual pursuits that continue

to influence contemporary society.

Judeo-Christian Influence: The influence of Judeo-Christian values and ethics is a

significant characteristic of Western civilization.

The teachings of Judaism and Christianity have shaped moral and ethical frameworks,

legal systems, and societal norms in Western societies.
Contributions to Human Progress:

Western civilization has made enduring contributions that have shaped the modern world

In numerous ways:

Philosophy and Critical Thinking: Western philosophers, from Socrates and Plato to
Descartes and Kant, have explored fundamental questions about the nature of reality,
morality, and the purpose of life. Their ideas continue to influence philosophy, ethics, and

critical thinking.



Art, Literature, and Architecture: Western civilization has produced renowned artists,
writers, and architects who have created enduring works. From Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona
Lisa to Shakespeare’s plays, and from the Parthenon to the cathedrals of Europe, Western
art, literature, and architecture have become symbols of human creativity and cultural

expression.

Superiority for Inclusive Coexistence

Embracing the Tapestry of Humanity: Challenging Cultural Superiority for Inclusive

Coexistence

Cultural diversity acts as the vibrant fabric that intertwines various threads of human
civilization. Nevertheless, societies have wrestled with the tendency to perceive their own
culture or group as superior to others throughout history. This inclination towards cultural
superiority impedes understanding, fosters prejudice, and obstructs harmonious
coexistence. In this essay, we will delve into the origins and manifestations of this
tendency, explore its consequences, and propose approaches to cultivate a more inclusive

and empathetic global community.

Cultural superiority often finds its roots in historical narratives, societal norms, and
individual biases. The remnants of colonialism and imperialism have perpetuated the
notion that a single culture’s values, customs, and beliefs are inherently superior to others.
Additionally, psychological factors, such as the human inclination towards familiarity,
contribute to associating familiarity with superiority.

Cultural superiority manifests in various ways, ranging from subtle biases to overt
discrimination. Ethnocentrism, marked by the belief that one’s own culture is the center of

the universe, dismisses or marginalizes other cultures.

Stereotyping, prejudice, and xenophobia often stem from a sense of cultural superiority,

fostering division, inequality, and social unrest.



The consequences of cultural superiority are extensive and detrimental to individuals and
societies alike. Intellectual curiosity is stifled, hindering the exchange of ideas and
impeding societal progress. Moreover, cultural superiority perpetuates social inequality, as
marginalized groups face discrimination and limited opportunities based on their cultural
background. It obstructs the development of mutual respect, empathy, and collaboration,

creating an environment rife with hostility and animosity.

The Great Mosque of Cordoba

The Great Mosque of Cordoba, an architectural marvel that rises proudly in the heart of
Cordoba, Spain, stands as a timeless testament to the fusion of Islamic and Christian
influences and the rich tapestry of the region’s history. Its grandeur and significance have
captured the imagination of countless visitors, leaving an indelible mark on their souls.
This iconic masterpiece, with its captivating blend of artistic styles, intricate details, and
religious symbolism, is a symbol of cultural diversity, architectural brilliance, and the

triumph of human creativity.

The architectural style of the Great Mosque of Cordoba is a breathtaking fusion of Islamic
artistry and local craftsmanship. Its design showcases a harmonious blend of geometric
patterns, intricate carvings, horseshoe arches, and vibrant mosaics. Within its sacred walls,
a symphony of colors and shapes unfolds, creating a mesmerizing interplay of light and
shadow. The rhythmic repetition of horseshoe arches guides visitors’ gazes through a

labyrinth of columns, each a testament to the craftsmen’s skill and dedication.

Yet, it is the extraordinary amalgamation of Islamic and Christian elements that truly

distinguishes the Great Mosque of Cordoba.



Following the Christian Reconquista in the 13th century, the mosque was converted into a
cathedral, leading to the incorporation of Christian features into the existing structure. The
crowning jewel of this harmonious fusion is the Renaissance-style cathedral nave,
gracefully nestled amidst the Islamic architectural splendor. The coexistence of these
distinct influences creates a captivating dialogue between faiths and epochs, embodying

the complex layers of Cordoba’s history.

Beyond its architectural magnificence, the Great Mosque of Cordoba is a living testament
to history’s footsteps. It witnessed the intellectual flourishing of the Islamic Golden Age,
drawing scholars, poets, and philosophers from far and wide. Its library, a sanctuary of
wisdom, housed a vast collection of books and manuscripts, fostering a vibrant exchange
of ideas and the preservation of knowledge. The mosque stands as a testament to the

transformative power of intellectual curiosity and the quest for enlightenment.

The Great Mosque of Cordoba, meticulously preserved and painstakingly restored over the
centuries, has rightfully earned its place as a UNESCO World Heritage site and an emblem
of Cordoba’s cultural heritage. Every year, millions of visitors are enchanted by its
majestic halls and enchanted courtyards, drawn by the allure of its layered history and
architectural splendor. It serves as a symbol of unity, tolerance, and the harmonious

coexistence of diverse cultures.

Unlocking the Depths of The Odyssey

The Odyssey, one of the two great epic poems attributed to the ancient Greek poet Homer,
is a cornerstone of Western literature. The epic traces the journey of Odysseus, the king of
Ithaca, as he tries to return home after the Trojan War. On the surface, it might appear as a
mere adventurous tale, but underneath, The Odyssey holds far-reaching depths, symbolic
insights, and intricate character developments that add layers of complexity to the

narrative.



Journey as a Metaphor for Self-Discovery
Odysseus’ journey is not only physical but also psychological and spiritual.

It can be interpreted as a metaphor for the human struggle to return to one’s own spiritual
self after a prolonged battle with life’s hardships. The protagonist’s encounters with
various fantastical creatures and their overcoming serve as metaphors for the individual’s
internal struggles. The Sirens symbolize the destructive lure of temptation, while Scylla

and Charybdis signify the dichotomy of choices and their associated risks.
The Character of Odysseus
Odysseus, as the epic’s hero, embodies the virtues and flaws of humanity.

He is a master strategist, a compelling storyteller, and an audacious warrior. His journey,
however, also highlights his hubris, impulsiveness, and recklessness. The various trials that
Odysseus undergoes are transformative, molding him into a wiser and more compassionate
individual. In essence, the Odyssey is as much a narrative of character evolution as it is of

heroic adventure.
The Role of Women

Homer’s Odyssey is notable for its varied and powerful female characters, each embodying

unique facets of femininity and power.

From the goddess Athena’s wisdom and guidance to the witch Circe’s enchantment and the
loyal Penelope’s resilience, these characters often drive the narrative and shape Odysseus’
journey. They are not just supporting characters but critical to the understanding of the

narrative’s moral and cultural context.

The Concept of Nostos



Nostos, the Greek word for homecoming, is a central theme in the Odyssey. It represents
the desire for stability, safety, and the return to one’s origins after a long journey. Yet,
Odysseus’ homecoming is not a simple return to his previous life. Instead, it represents a
profound transformation, culminating in his final understanding of his identity and place in
the world. It reflects the notion that home is not just a physical space, but a state of

understanding and self-realization.
Xenia (Guest-Friendship)

The cultural practice of xenia, or hospitality, is another crucial theme in the Odyssey.
Numerous episodes, such as the feast in the land of the Phaeacians and the brutal behavior
of the suitors in Ithaca, illustrate the importance of respecting this custom. Xenia serves as

a measure of civilization, with the breach of its rules leading to dire consequences.
Conclusion

Homer’s Odyssey, while an engaging adventure on the surface, is a rich tapestry of
allegory, character study, and moral philosophy upon deeper inspection. Each element,
from its characters to its themes, adds depth and insight into the human condition.
Understanding these facets not only enriches the reading experience but also provides an

appreciation for the timeless appeal and cultural significance of this ancient epic.

Cultural Universals: Embracing the Threads That Weave Humanity Together

Culture, a tapestry woven by the countless civilizations throughout history, is a testament
to the diversity and richness of human societies. Yet, amidst this vibrant tapestry, a
remarkable concept emerges: cultural universals. These are the threads that transcend time,
space, and borders, binding humanity together through shared experiences and
commonalities. In this essay, we will embark on a journey of exploration, unraveling the
significance of cultural universals and the profound insights they provide into the essence

of human existence.



Cultural universals serve as the foundational pillars of human culture, manifesting in

various forms across different societies.

They encompass fundamental elements such as language, family structures, social
Institutions, art, music, and even the primal depths of human emotions and needs. These
universals resonate with the core aspects of our shared human experience, revealing the
intricate interconnectedness of diverse cultures and illuminating the paths that have shaped

our collective journey.

Among the tapestry of cultural universals, language emerges as a vibrant and intricate
thread.

While languages exhibit nuances and variations, the essence of language as a medium for
communication and expression remains a universal human endeavor. It is through language
that individuals convey their thoughts, emotions, and ideas, fostering social bonds and
facilitating the transmission of knowledge. From the ancient oral traditions to the diverse
languages spoken across the globe today, languages are the vibrant tapestry that weaves

our stories, beliefs, and identities into the fabric of culture.

Another thread of cultural universals is the institution of family, interwoven across

civilizations and generations.

Although family structures may exhibit remarkable diversity, the concept of family exists
In every society, nurturing the bonds of kinship, love, and support. Whether through blood
ties or chosen relationships, the family unit serves as the cornerstone of social
organization, fostering the well-being and stability of societies. From the warmth of a
hearth to the echoes of laughter and tears, the universal yearning for familial connections

echoes through the ages.



Social institutions, an essential aspect of human culture, also embody cultural universals.
Education, religion, and governance, while assuming distinct forms across societies, are
integral to the human experience. Education fuels the flame of knowledge, empowering
individuals to navigate the complexities of life and contribute to the progress of their
communities. Religion, in its diverse expressions, provides frameworks for understanding
the cosmos, defining moral codes, and addressing existential questions that transcend the
boundaries of time and geography. Governance structures, shaped by cultural contexts,
strive to maintain social order, resolve conflicts, and ensure the well-being of communities.
The foundations of these institutions resonate with shared aspirations and reflect the

perpetual quest for meaning, knowledge, and harmony.

Art and music, the vibrant strokes and melodic chords that color human expression, also
find their place among cultural universals. These artistic endeavors, spanning across
civilizations and epochs, ignite the imagination, evoke emotions, and reflect the depths of
human creativity. From cave paintings to Renaissance masterpieces, from indigenous
chants to contemporary symphonies, art and music transcend linguistic barriers, resonating

with the universal human longing for beauty, introspection, and connection.

In the tapestry of cultural universals, even basic emotions and needs form intricate threads.
While cultural contexts may shape the expression and interpretation of emotions, the
fundamental human experiences of joy, sorrow, fear, and love span across cultures.
Likewise, the primal needs for sustenance, shelter, companionship, and belonging bind us
together as we navigate the intricacies of life. These shared human experiences remind us
of our common humanity, transcending the boundaries of language, geography, and

culture.

The study of cultural universals provides invaluable insights into the fundamental aspects
of human culture, unraveling the threads that weave the tapestry of our shared existence.

By acknowledging these universals, we gain a deeper understanding of the commonalities



that underpin human societies, fostering respect for cultural diversity and intercultural
dialogue. The appreciation of cultural universals challenges ethnocentric views, promoting

empathy, understanding, and collaboration across diverse communities.

However, it is essential to approach cultural universals with humility and appreciation for
the profound diversity of human cultures. Each culture possesses unigque expressions,
beliefs, and practices that contribute to the mosaic of human civilization. While cultural
universals offer insights into our shared human experience, they should be seen as
complementing, rather than overshadowing, the beauty and complexity of individual

cultures.

In conclusion, cultural universals are the vibrant threads that connect humanity across time
and space, celebrating our shared experiences and illuminating the essence of human
existence. From the tapestry of language to the warmth of family, the institutions that
shape society, and the expressive arts, these universals bind us together in a tapestry of
diversity and unity. Embracing the threads of cultural universals allows us to appreciate the
richness and interconnectedness of human civilization, fostering empathy, understanding,

and a collective celebration of our shared humanity.

Masterpieces built by famous foreign architects in Russia

While the topic hasn’t garnered much press coverage over the past 20 years, the stars of

world architecture have been quite busy in Russia.

Since the earliest days, foreign architects have been active in the Russian lands. In the
Middle Ages, Italians played an important role building the Kremlin and the earliest
Moscow churches. In the 18th and early 19th centuries, the tsars and tsarinas turned to
Italian and French architects to build St. Petersburg, while in the second half of the
19th century architects from northern Europe become more prominent, especially
with the Art Nouveau.



In the 21st century, foreign architects face a more complicated political and social
terrain, and they are not always welcomed for various reasons: highly innovative
projects sometimes don’t match the aesthetic tastes of many Russians, and other

times the projects are simply too expensive.
1. Garage Museum of Contemporary Art, by Rem Koolhaas

The prominent Dutch architect and his company OMA took the challenge to
reconstruct an old Soviet restaurant and turn it into the Garage Museum of
Contemporary Art.Under contract from Russia’s most famous art patron, Dasha
Zhukova, Koolhaas turned the ruins of an abandoned Soviet building into a modern
polycarbonate rectangular construction with emphasis on functionality. Inside,
however, he left the remaining decorative elements such as tile and mosaic panel.

2. The Dominion Tower, by Zaha Hadid
First, an office building in Moscow, the Dominion Tower, was built in Hadid’s
favorite deconstructivist style. The project was conceived in 2005 and work began in
2008. Due to the global financial crisis, however, it was postponed and the building

opened only in September 2015.
3.Golden Bridge in Vladivostok, by Norman Foster

Lightning strikes the city skyline at night beyond the Golden bridge on Golden
Horn Bay in Vladivostok. A general view of the bridge behind a statue of Saints
Cyril and Methodius who invented Cyrillics.

4 Academy of Chess in Khanty-Mansiysk, by Erick Van Egeraat



Dutch architect Erick Van Egeraat has been working in Russia since the early 2000s
saying that the country has great potential. He built the Academy of Chess in
Khanty-Mansiysk, winning the Best Building Award in 2011.

Van Egeraat was originally slated to design the City of Capitals towers for the
Moscow City International Business Center. The project, however, was deemed too
complicated and the contract was instead given to the American architecture firm,
NBBJ.

5. New Stage of the Mariinsky Theater in St. Petersburg, by Diamond Schmitt
Architects

Valery Gergiev, head of the Mariinsky Theater, came up with the idea of a new
theater in 1997, and when a competition was held five international architectural
firms put in bids. French architect Dominique Perrault won, but some time later he
was booted from the project and the new theater was completed by

Canada's Diamond Schmitt Architects. According to rumors, the new company was

chosen personally by Gergiev.

A different language is a different vision of life

As the Oscar-winning Italian film-maker Frederico Fellini once noted, **A different

language is a different vision of life."

Languages do not exist in a vacuum,; they evolve over time as an expression of the culture
of the people or peoples who have created them. Although English is no longer the

expression of one single culture, the culture of England, it remains a language that is born
out of - and still often reflects - the culture and mentalities of the English-speaking world,

essentially the British Isles and North America.



Even the varieties of English spoken in other countries, India, Australia, New Zealand and

other places, have their origins in the "mother tongue", and evolve with it.

From intermediate level upwards (CEFR B1) the background culture of the English
speaking countries provides valuable insight into the English language. Contemporary
English, wherever it is spoken or written, is full of cultural references, historic references,
expressions and images that are rooted in British or American life. This reality tends to be
recognised in the high school English programmes followed in many countries, where the
syllabus includes learning about life in Britain, the USA, Australia and other parts. By
contrast, it is often lacking in EFL materials, notably reading resources, devised for use

outside the framework of secondary school programmes.

Many of the "readers" available to students - and there are plenty of them online or in book
form - have little or no cultural content, and are often filled with anecdotal stories or
articles which may be interesting in terms of the language they use, but do little to develop

readers' background knowledge of the English speaking world.

Bronze Horseman, St. Petersburg’s leading symbol

This equestrian statue that commemorates Peter the Great is no ordinary monument to the
extraordinary tsar and founder of Russia’s imperial capital. It is the city’s most famous

symbol, with its own myths and legends.

A tribute from Catherine the Great
In August 1782, a monument to Peter the Great was unveiled on Senate Square in St.

Petersburg. Catherine the Great came up with the idea of erecting a monument to the first
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Russian emperor. The German princess was the wife of Peter Il1, the grandson of Peter the
Great. She seized power by overthrowing her husband to become empress of all Russia,
and then she spent over 30 years on the throne expanding the empire, conquering new
territories and founding new cities. In this sense, as a powerful builder of the modern
Russian state, she considered herself the full-fledged successor to Peter the Great and his
vision to make Russia powerful.

Made by a French sculptor

The famous French sculptor Etienne Falconet was commissioned to make the statue. He
was recommended to Catherine by her friend, the philosopher Denis Diderot. In order to
make a sketch of the equestrian statue, Falconet asked a Guards officer to mount the horse
on its hind legs over the course of many hours each day. That’s how he made the drawings.
At his disposal while working on the monument was the entire building of the temporary
wooden palace of Empress Elizabeth Petrovna.

Peter looks like a creator, not warlord

The sculpture of Peter was expected to be different. In fact, many expected it to be a
pompous monument with a complex composition and many allegorical figures. However,
Falcone decided otherwise. "My monument will be simple,” he said, limiting himself to the
figure of Peter, dressed in simple clothes - a Roman toga and cloak (to suit the emperor's
ascetic tastes). Instead of a saddle, there’s a bear-skin on the horse.

Peter’s head was made by a female sculptor

Falconet, however, didn’t create the Emperor's head for the composition. Catherine the
Great, who played an active role in the preparations, rejected all three sketches that the
Frenchman made. However, the sculptor's apprentice, the young Marie-Anne Collot,
offered a design that the Empress approved. The posthumous mask of the emperor served
as the model, and a plaster copy of the prototype head is now kept in the State Russian
Museum in St. Petersburg.

The serpent has a significant role to play



Russian sculptor Fyodor Gordeev completed another important detail: a serpent that the
horse tramples with its hind hooves. This serpent symbolizes the hostile forces defeated by
Peter (as well as the opponents of his reforms).

“The Bronze Horseman’

The monument to Peter the Great was cast in bronze. His famous nickname ‘The Bronze
Horseman’ owes to the work of Alexander Pushkin - it was the same name of his poem in
1833. The poem describes the devastating flood that inundated St. Petersburg in 1824,
where, according to the story, the hero’s beloved died.

A different language is a different vision of life

As the Oscar-winning Italian film-maker Frederico Fellini once noted, A different

language is a different vision of life."

Languages do not exist in a vacuum; they evolve over time as an expression of the culture
of the people or peoples who have created them. Although English is no longer the

expression of one single culture, the culture of England, it remains a language that is born
out of - and still often reflects - the culture and mentalities of the English-speaking world,

essentially the British Isles and North America.

Even the varieties of English spoken in other countries, India, Australia, New Zealand and

other places, have their origins in the "mother tongue”, and evolve with it.

From intermediate level upwards (CEFR B1) the background culture of the English
speaking countries provides valuable insight into the English language. Contemporary
English, wherever it is spoken or written, is full of cultural references, historic references,
expressions and images that are rooted in British or American life. This reality tends to be
recognised in the high school English programmes followed in many countries, where the
syllabus includes learning about life in Britain, the USA, Australia and other parts. By



contrast, it is often lacking in EFL materials, notably reading resources, devised for use

outside the framework of secondary school programmes.

Many of the "readers" available to students - and there are plenty of them online or in book
form - have little or no cultural content, and are often filled with anecdotal stories or
articles which may be interesting in terms of the language they use, but do little to develop

readers' background knowledge of the English speaking world.
The Valaam Monastery

One of Russia’s most famous monasteries is located on the islands of the Valaam
Archipelago in the northern part of Lake Ladoga. According to legend, this place was once
visited by Andrew the Apostle, who erected a stone cross and ruthlessly destroyed the

temples of pagan gods Veles and Perun.

The authentic history of the Stauropegic (subordinate directly to the patriarch of the
Russian Orthodox Church, as opposed to local diocesan authorities) Valaam Monastery of
the Transfiguration of the Saviour dates back to the 14th century. Despite numerous

Swedish raids, the monastery grew and prospered.

By the dawn of the Russian Empire, the monastery was one of the largest in the country,
consisting of 21 churches, 22 chapels, 600 monks and even several factories and
workshops of its own to produce candles, bricks and leather. After the Revolution of 1917,

the archipelago, together with the monastery, became part of Finland.

After the Soviet-Finnish war in 1940, the Valaam Monastery was again under Moscow’s
control. A long period of desolation began: valuables and rare books were carried out, the
buildings were used to house a school for bosuns and juniors, a state farm and, after World

War |1, a shelter for disabled veterans.



The rebirth of the monastery began on the eve of the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1989.
Today, Valaam, which regained its former glory, is one of the main centers of pilgrimage

and tourism in Russia.

The Solovetsky monastery

In 1429, monks Savvatiy and Hermann came to the Big Solovetsky Island, which is located
in the White Sea, and “planted a cross and a cell” there. Seven years later, Zosima
appeared on the island. The Russian Orthodox Church associates the beginning of the
history of the Stauropegic Solovetsky Monastery of the Transfiguration of the Saviour with

these three saints.

The monastery became not only a major religious and cultural center, but also one of the
most important Russian outposts in the exploration of the North. Being well fortified, it

repeatedly repelled attacks by the Swedish army.

In 1668, the Solovetsky monks came into conflict with the central authorities, refusing to
recognize the changes initiated by Patriarch Nikon in liturgical books and church
ceremonies. Things even came to an armed confrontation. For several years, the tsarist
army laid siege to the monastery, which finally fell in 1676. Immediately after, twenty-six

active rebels from the monastic brethren were executed.

In 1920, the Bolsheviks closed down the monastery and requisitioned its cultural treasures.
Later, the Solovetsky Special Purpose Camp (and from 1937 — the Solovetsky Prison), the



Young Guard School and the Museum-Reserve were installed on its grounds. The gradual

revival of the monastery began only in 1988.
The Nilo-Stolobensky Hermitage and The Svyato-Vvedensky Island Monastery

A monk named Nilos spent 27 years in total seclusion on Stolobny Island on Lake Seliger
in the province of Tver. His life was full of hard agriculture work and prayers. Having
taken a vow to never lie down, he slept and rested standing up, leaning on wooden hooks

in his cell.

He died in 1555 and was buried on the island, where monks, who had been inspired by
him, soon began to settle. Nearly forty years later, a monastery was founded on Stolobny

Island.

Tens of thousands of pilgrims from across the Russian Empire annually visited the Nilo-
Stolobensky Hermitage, wishing to touch the reliquary (with the relics inside) of the
reverend Nil. The monastery enjoyed the special patronage of the royal family, who did not

forget to take care of its improvement.

As with other Orthodox monasteries, the Soviet period was a time of harsh trials for the
hermitage. At various times, it was used as a prison for young offenders, a camp for Polish

prisoners of war, a nursing home and a tourist base.

In 1990, the Nilo-Stolobensky Hermitage was returned to the Russian Orthodox Church.
Five years later, the relics of St. Nil were also returned to the hermitage by the local
museum of the neighboring town of Ostashkov, where they had been kept after the

revolution.

... A small deserted island in the very center of Lake Vyatka (present-day Lake
Vvedenskoe located in Vladimir Region) started to become inhabited at the end of the 17th



century by monks who sought a secluded and righteous life. The Svyato-Vvedensky Island

Hermitage was founded soon after.

Near the end of the Soviet era, during which it served as a youth detention center, a gym, a
movie theater and a furniture warehouse, it was returned to the jurisdiction of the Russian

Orthodox Church. Today, this once men’s monastery is now a women’s monastery.

In 2007, with the blessing of Abbess Fevroniya, a children’s orphanage and boarding
house ‘Kovcheg’ (“The Ark”™) for girls was opened near the entrance of the monastery.
Orphans help the nuns in their daily work and they, in turn, provide them with spiritual

support in finding a lifeline.
The Valday Iveron Monastery

Patriarch Nikon was the initiator of the foundation of the Iversky monastery. He dreamed
of creating a monastery in Russia in the image and likeness of the Iversky monastery on
Mount Athos in Greece. His wish came true in 1653 on the Selvetsky Island of the Valdai
Lake, not far from Veliky Novgorod.

At Nikon’s request, the monks of this same Athos monastery produced a copy of the
wonderworking Iveron Icon of the Mother of God. Sending the icon to the Russian state,
the Greeks asserted in a covering letter that the iconographer “only ate on Saturday and
Sunday and the brethren ate All-Night and Liturgy twice a week. And this newly painted
icon is no different from the first icon in length, width or image, but it is as old as the
first.”

The lveron icon became the main relic of the VValdai Monastery and was used to sanctify
the Assumption Cathedral of the monastery, one of the largest in Russia at the time: 42.8
meters wide, 44.9 meters long and almost 43 meters tall.


http://valdayadm.ru/iver

After the closure of the monastery in 1927, the authorities at different times used it as a
house for disabled veterans of war and a school for children with tuberculosis. In 1991, the
abandoned monastery was transferred to the Novgorod diocese, which immediately started

to work on its restoration.

A Study of Zeus God of Thunder

Zeus. (Latin Jupiter) was a good God because of what he stood for and what he did. Zeus
was lord of the sky, father of both Gods and man. protector of both and watcher over
justice. Zeus was loved by mortals and respected ruler of all. Zeus was king of the
Olympians and his supremacy was never challenged. He ruled with love and kindness.

Zeus was ruler of all, and lord of the sky. He was the rain God and cloud gatherer.

The Winds obeyed him, and the clouds scattered at his command. Zeus ordered the
alteration of day and night and the seasons succeeded at his command. Most of all, the
burst of a thunderstorm made his presence felt as a thunder God interested in the affairs of
mankind. Zeus was the lord of the very things that helped mankind. Night as a period of

rest, summer, spring and fall as harvest for food and winter as the death of the crops.

This death was always a reminder that all things mortal die, thus telling the people to live
with joy through their lives. Zeus bid the gentle rain to fall and fertilized the fields and
meadows. Zeus was a life barrier to the Earth and its inhabitants and a necessary part of
their everyday lives. Zeus was the life giver to the people. He was the father of both Gods
and men. although did not create either. He was a father in the sense of being the protector
and ruler of both the Olympian family and of the human race.

He preserved and ruled the world. Zeus was believed by the people to posses of almost

every form of power and endued With great Wisdom.
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He lent his majesty to kings and protected them in the exercise of sovereignty, Zeus kept
peace and order for the people and they looked to him for their happy lives. Instead of a
violent barbaric society, in the hands of this powerful ruler. the people lived in a civil and
friendly place. Zeus was a good God. He gave the people their necessities protected and
preserved mankind and Earth. Zeus gave the people a reason to live, Although he has been
seen as a poor example of a God because of his affairs with mortal woman, many mortals
delighted in the fact that their lineage could have been traced back to him. Zeus was good

to mankind and therefore we cannot be fair to call him anything but good.

An Analysis of Family Values in Society

As the twenty-first century is off to a start, many thing have changed. Since the
seventeenth century morals and values are very different. Divorce, abortion, and single
parent families at that time were unheard of. Growing up in a world where homosexuality
and cross dressing are seen in our daily routines, its hard to understand where the idea of
this structured society we live in came from. The values we hold to be important, the

friends, and roles we take on in our families make up who we are.

It seems that we are brought up in a world that has a set system we are supposed to abide

by.

The changing technology in our world has set new limits to what we can do. Our founding
fathers have fought for what we have today. The fact is, we take electricity, telephones and
other modern services for granted. During the time of the new world in America our
ancestors were fighting for other things, bringing religious beliefs and the idea of freedom
to this country.

The dictionary definition for family is: a group of persons of common ancestry, this is true
in theory but in actuality we dont over extend our family lineage. Family to the seventeenth

century means more then it does to the twenty-first. Since the time of great men such as,



Sewall, Franklin, and Emerson and a strong woman like Mary Rowlandson our family
values have changed dramatically. The values that were true to these great people are still

present, just very different.

Many factors that helped keep a family strong during the seventeenth century, and are the
underlying principals today, are religious beliefs, ones role in the family, and the drive for

socioeconomic gain.

Religion was a way of life during the seventeenth century. This was especially a way for
people to create a community of families that boned other people with the same beliefs
together. In many of the authors read, most thing they believed were blessed and done by
God. Kept a Day of Fasting with Prayer for the Conversion of my Son, (p.144) Sewall
logged this into his diary a day after his son had done something evil towards his sister.

This is an example of the theory that God would take the evil out of his son.

The Consequences of a Life of Total Luxury

Nowadays, with the advance of technology, life can improve with the blink of an eye.
Leading a life of total luxury means having a lot more than our basic needs, therefore life
becomes easier and more comfortable. Work carried out by individuals will be carried out
by machines. It is not always a dream to have such a luxurious life, it can also turn into a

nightmare.

Indeed, there can be nothing better than having nothing to do but to relax and having

nothing to worry about.

For example, not having to wash clothes manually is made possible by washing machines.
Also, some food can be cooked in the microwave. Being able to appoint a maid was a
luxury times ago, but nowadays, having machines that can help in daily household chores

become a luxury, even a necessity.



A life of total luxury therefore implies that having all the requires technological appliances

to carry out daily activities, thus a life of no stress is made possible.

Besides, everybody dreams a life of no stress. This might equal to leading the life of a
Royal family where one lacks nothing. In other words, leading a lavish life is a dream that
everybody aspire to. However, the concept of leading a luxurious life differs from people

to people.

For some people, a luxurious life is possessing all the wealth in the world, while for others
it might be not having to work at all. Actually, what was perceived as a luxury long ago is

nowadays a must.

Mobile phones, cars, television and computers have integrated our life like never before.
They have become a necessity in life because without them, life would equal to not having
food or clothing. That is, their importance in our life can be said to have been equated to

the basic needs of human kind.

However, a luxurious life goes even further beyond the idea that it makes life easier.
Taking for example some celebrities who lead a luxurious lifestyle, many of them have
fallen into the vices of drug-taking, Michael Jackson for example has undergone so many
plastic surgeries and supposedly died from an overdose. So, a luxurious life means nothing

if one does not take care of oneself. After all, as the saying goes, “Health is wealth.”

All in all, a luxurious life, as its name connotes, can be a dream. Although the term
‘luxurious’ refers to a dream, the fast-pace moving life has given another definition to it,
by questioning the extent to which this dream can stay a dream and not become a
nightmare. Eventually, as argued in the essay, a luxurious life can be a nightmare when
people become addicted to their luxurious lifestyle and neglect their family and

responsibilities.



4. Meroau4yecknue MaTepuaJjibl, OmNpeaesiioliue MPoUeIypbl OLEHUBAHWS 3HAHMIA,
YMeHHii, HAaBBIKOB W (MJHM) ONBITA JAeATeJbHOCTH, XAPAKTEPU3YIOUIUX ITaNbI

¢dopmMupoBaHuss KOMIETEHIIMH
OCHOBHBIMU (I)OpMaMI/I TCKYLICTO KOHTPOJA SABJIAIOTCA: BBIIIOJIHCHUC JICKCUKO-IPAMMATUYCCKUX

YIOpPaXHEHUH, TECTUPOBAaHUE, IPOEKT (3alUTa MPE3EHTAlMH), aHHOTAlMs, JEJI0BOE IMUCbMO, YCTHBIN
OTBET, TEKCT C COMOKYJIBTYPHOH M MPOPECCHOHATHLHO-OPUEHTUPOBAHHOM HAIIPABICHHOCTHIO.

MakcumanpHOe KOJIMYECTBO OAIIOB, KOTOPOE MOXKET HaOpaTh MarkuCTPaHT B TEYEHHE CEMECTpa 3a
TEKYIUil KOHTPOJIb, paBHseTcsa 80/70 Oamnam.

MaxkcumanbpHasi cymMmma OaijioB, KOTOpble OakajgaBp MOKET IMONYyYuTh Ha 3auéte, paBHsercs 20
Oanam.

MakcumanpHas cyMMa 0alliioB, KOTOPBIC OakaaBp MOKET MOJYYUTh Ha dK3aMeHe, paBHseTcs 30
Oamnam

3aueT U HK3aMEH MPOBOJUTCS MO Pe3ylbTaTaM BBINIOJHEHUS BCEX BUAOB Y4eOHOU paboThI,
MPEAYCMOTPEHHBIX paboyelt mporpaMmMoil AUCIUIUIHHBI, TPH 3TOM YYUTBIBAIOTCS PE3YJIbTaThl TEKYILIETO
KOHTpPOJISI YCIIEBAEMOCTH B TEYEHUE CEMECTPA.

@DopMoii TPOMEKYTOUHON ATTECTALMH SIBISCTCS SK3aMEH, KOTOPBIA MPOXOIUT B (JOPME YCTHOTO
cobece0BaHus 110 BOIIPOCAM.

3au€T MOXKET MPOBOAUTHCA MO Ouneram. Bompochl OXBaThIBAIOT BCE COAEP)KAHUE MPOTPAMMBI
y4eOHOU JUCIUTIIMHBL. 3a4€T COCTOUT U3 ABYX BOMPOCOB.

3a cemecTp CTYJEHT MOXeT HabpaTh MakcuManibHO 100 6asios.

Conep:xanue 3a4era (1 cemectp 80 6a/1,10B TeKyIUii KOHTPOJIb, 20 6A/110B 3a4eT)

1. Yrenue u nepeBos (hparMeHTa TEKCTAa COLMOKYIBTYPHOU HAIIPABJIEHHOCTH, TOHUMaHUE KOTOPOTO
npoBepsieTcs B hopme Oecenbl o coaepxanuto. (10 6amios)

2. Becena mo oxHOM 13 npoiaeHHBIX TeM. (10 6amioB)
2.Conepxanue 3auera (11 cemecmp (80 6annoe — yueonwtit npouecc, 20 oannoe — 3auem)
1. Urenune u HanmMcaHue aHHOTAIMH K TEKCTY COIMOKYIbTYpHOM HampaBieHHOCTH. (10 GamioB)

2. YcTHOE MOHOJIOTHYECKOE BhICKa3bIBaHHE Ha OJIHY U3 U3y4eHHBIX TeM. (10 OanioB)

3.Coaep:xanue 3x3amena (111 cemecmp (70 6annoe — yueonwiii npoyecc, 30 6annoe — rxzamen)



1) Urenne u OGecena Mo TEKCTy COIMOKYJIBTYPHOU HampaBiieHHOCTH. (10 6aioB)

2) Hanmcanue aHHOTANMHM 1O TEKCTY podeccrnonanbsHol HanpaBieHHOCTH. (10 6aioB)

3) becena o oxHo# U3 npoiaeHHBIX TeM. (10 6amioB)

HlIxana ouenusanusn zauema

Banasl

Kpurepun onenuBanuns

20

CTyleHT JAEMOHCTPHPYET OTJIMYHOE 3HaHHe mpeamera (chOpMHPOBAHHOCTH
YMEHHMI ¥ HABBIKOB HHOS3BIYHOTO OOIIeHUs B 4-X cdepax KOMMYHHUKAILUH:
MIOBCETHEBHO-OBITOBOH,  y4eOHO-00pa30BaTeNbHONW,  COIMOKYIBTYpHOH |
po¢eCCUOHAIBHON )

o IPOM3HOLIEHHE COOTBETCTBYET IIPOrPAMMHBIM TpeOOBaHUSAM; a1€KBATHO
UCHOJb3yeT PUTMUKY M MEJIOJUKY HMHOSI3BIYHOM peud JJsl BBIPAXKEHUS CBOUX
KOMMYHHMKATHUBHBIX HAMEpPEHUH.

o yMmeeT paboTaTh ¢ TEKCTaMH Pa3HBIX THUIIOB, MOJHO U TOYHO IepenaeT
cojepkaHue. JIOTMYHO M TOCJIENOBaTEIbHO BBIPAXAaeT CBOM MbICIU. Peub
OTJIMYAETCs Pa3HOOOPA3HEM SI3BIKOBBIX CPEACTB U TOUHOCTBIO UX YIOTPEOIeHHUS.
J IPU COCTABJIEHUU MHCbMEHHON aHHOTAlMM K NPOYUTAHHOMY TEKCTY,
nepeaaeT CoAECpKAHWE B TOYHOCTH, COOJIIOJAET CMBICIOBYIO CBSI3aHHOCTh H
L[EJIOCTHOCTD U3JIOKEHUS.

J crocobeH BecTu Oecely B COOTBETCTBUM C KOMMYHHKAaTUBHOM 3a1adeil.
YMmeeT TouHO (OpMYyJIHPOBATh CBOM MBICIH M BbIpa)kaTh CBO€ MHEHUe. Braneer
YMEHHEM CIIOHTAHHO PEarupoBaTh HA U3MEHEHHS PEYEBOrO MOBEACHMS TAPTHEPA.
Brnaneer TtexHukoil BeaeHMsi Oecenbl: MOXKET JaThb MH(OpMAIMIO, PacClpOCUTb,
BBIPA3UTh CBOE BHJIEHHE MpPOOJEMBI, MHCIOIb3YeT B PpPEUYM  CIOXKHBIE
rpaMMaTH4YecKhe KOHCTPYKLIHMH (B paMKax TMpOrpaMMbl) U JAEMOHCTPUPYET
O0JBIION CITIOBapHBIN 3amac.

16

CTy,Z[CHT ACMOHCTPHUPYCT XOPOIICC 3HAHUC MTPECAMCTA:

. MIPOU3HOIICHUE B IIEJIOM COOTBETCTBYET MPOTPAMMHBIM TPEOOBAHUSM,
HO BCTpEYAIOTCS CJydad OTKJIOHEHHMS OT HOpMBL. B OCHOBHOM ymeer
WCIIOh30BaTh PUTMHKY, MEJIOJIMKY WHOS3BIYHOW pedr, XOTS MHOTJA PeYb MOXKET
OBITh HEIOCTATOYHO BHIPA3UTEIHHOM;

J JEMOHCTPHUPYET TIOJIHOE MOHUMAaHWE TEKCTa, PEYEBBIC BBICKA3BHIBAHMS
COCTOSIT U3 MPOCTHIX MPEJI0KEHUII;




J BJIaJI€€T HaBbIKAMU ITMCBMEHHON PeUH.

J crioco0eH BecTH Oecelly B COOTBETCTBUU ¢ KOMMYHHMKAaTHBHOM 3aj1auei,
u3jaras He TOJbKO (akThl, HO M CBOE JIMYHOE MHEHME. Bnameer TeXHUKOH
BeZIcHUs1 Oecellbl, HO HE BCErjJa MOXKET CIOHTAaHHO OTPEarupoBaTh Ha PEUEBOE
NOBEJICHUE MapTHepa. MOXKeT JomyckaTb KOMMYHHKaTHMBHO HE3HauMMble
rpaMMaTH4ecKue OIIMOKH. J[eMOHCTpupyeT CJOBapHbBI 3amac B paMmKax
IIPOrpaMMBl.

10

CTy,I[CHT AEMOHCTPHUPYET OTACIBbHBIC PCUYCBBIC HABBIKU U YMCHMUSI:

e  Jie/aeT OMMOKY B IPOU3HOIICHUN U PEYCBOM MHTOHAIINN;

e HE COBCEM BEPHO IOHUMACT COJIepP)KaHHWEe TekcTa. llepecka3 cOCTOMT W3
KpaliHe MPOCTHIX MPEAJIOKEHUN, TPH 3TOM JOIMYCKAIOTCS TI'PAMMATHUYCCKUE
OIIIHOKHU;

® [P COCTABJICHUM AaHHOTAIMU K TEKCTy JOIMyCKaeT rpyOble ONIMOKU B
MMOHMMAHHUH COJICPKAHUS U TUCHbMEHHOW PEUH.

® MOXET Yy4yacTBOBaTh B Oecele, WCIOJIB3Ys YIPOIICHHBIE JICKCHKO-
rpaMMaTHYeCKHe CTPYKTYpPhI I BBIPAKEHHUS CBOMX MbIcieil. Pearupyer Ha
BOIIPOCHI coOeceHrKa. YacTo Mpu OTBETaX Ha BOMPOCHI UCIOIB3YET 3ayUCHHBIN
TekcT. O6nagaeT OrpaHMYCHHBIM JICKCHYECKHUM 3aI1acoM.

CTyneHT [eMOHCTpUPYET OTCYTCTBHE C(HOPMHPOBAHHOCTH YMEHHH U
HABBIKOB HHOSI3BIYHOTO OOIICHHUS:

e [IpU YaCTHUYHOM IIOHMMAHHUMU TEKCTa HC MOKET ICPCAaTb €ro COACPIKAHUC.
OtBevaeT UG HA IMPOCTBIC BOIIPOCHI, IIPU 3TOM JOIMYCKACT IrPaMMAaTUICCKHUEC U
CHUHTAaKCHYCCKHEC OIJ_II/I6KI/I;

HE CII0COOEH BECTH 6CCC,Z[y. HpI/I OTBCTAX Ha BOIIPOCHI UCITOJIB3YCT 3ayYCHHELIC

(l)paFMCHTBI TeM. He BiageeT 10CTaTOYHBIM KOJIHYECTBOM yCTOﬁ‘-IHBBIX q)pa3 u
BBIpa)KeHI/Iﬁ JJIs1 BEACHU A 6CCCI[I:>I. He YMEET aACKBATHO p€arupoBaThb Ha BOIIPOCHL
CO6CCCI[HI/IK8.. Brnaneer MUHUMAaIBHBIM 3aI1aCOM JICKCHUKH, HO HEC YMCCT €T0
HCIIOJIB30BaTh

HTorosas mxaja OLCHUBAHUSA PE3YyJbTATOB OCBOCHUA NJUCHUIIJIMHBI

Hrorosas OICHKa II0 JUCHUIIJIMHE BBICTABIACTCA 110 HpHBe}IeHHOfI HWXKE IIKaJe.

ITpu

BBICTABJICHUH HMTOTOBOM OIIEHKH TIPEToJiaBaTelieM YYUTHIBAETCS paboTa 0Oydaromerocs B TEUCHHE

OCBOCHU AUCHUIIIIHUHBI, a TAKXKE OLICHKA IO HpOMe)KYTO‘—IHOI\/'I arTrecraliiuu



U IIPOMEKYTOYHOM aTTeCTaluu

bannbl, nony4yeHHble O TEKyLeMy KOHTpoato | OneHka B TpaJulIMOHHOM cucTteMe
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CTyneHT NIEeMOHCTpUPYET OTJIMYHOE 3HaHuEe mpeamera (ChOPMHUPOBAHHOCTD
YMEHUH M HABBIKOB HWHOS3BIYHOTO OOIICHHS B 4-X chepax KOMMYHUKAIUU:
MOBCETHEBHO-OBITOBOM,  y4eOHO-00pa30BaTeNbHOW,  COIMOKYJIBTYPHOW |
po¢eCCHOHAIBHOM):

J IIPOU3HOIIEHUE COOTBETCTBYET IPOIPaMMHBIM TPEOOBaHUSAM; aJ€KBAaTHO
UCIOJIb3YeT PUTMUKY M MEJOJUKY HMHOS3BIYHOM peyM ISl BBIPAXKEHMS CBOMX
KOMMYHHMKAaTHUBHBIX HAMEPEHUM.

J yMeeT paboTarh C TEKCTaMHU Pa3HbIX THUIIOB, MOJHO U TOYHO MepenacT
cojepkaHue. JIOTMYHO M TOCJIENOBaTEIbHO BBIPAXAaeT CBOM MbICIU. Peub
OTJIMYAETCs Pa3HOOOPa3UEM SI3BIKOBBIX CPEACTB U TOUHOCTBIO UX YIOTPEOICHHUS.
J IPU COCTABJIEHUU NMHCbMEHHON AaHHOTAlMM K MPOYUTAHHOMY TEKCTY,
nepeaaeT CoAECpKAHWE B TOYHOCTH, COOJIIOJAET CMBICIOBYIO CBSI3aHHOCTh H
L[EJIOCTHOCTD U3JIOKEHUS.

J crocobeH BecTu Oecely B COOTBETCTBUM C KOMMYHHKAaTUBHOM 3a1adeil.
VYMeer TOYHO (OPMYIHPOBATH CBOM MBICIH U BBIpaXkaTb CBO€ MHEHHE. Bianeer
YMEHHEM CIIOHTaHHO PearupoBaTh Ha U3MEHEHUS! PEUEBOro MOBEIECHUS apTHEpA.
Brnaneer texHukoil BeneHus Oeceibl: MOXKET JaTh MH(OPMAIMIO, PacCIpOCUTh,
BBIPa3UTh CBO€ BHJEHHE TPOOJEMBbI, HCIOJIB3YyeT B pPEUU  CIOXKHbBIE
rpaMMaTH4YecKe KOHCTPYKIMH (B paMKax MporpaMMbl) U JIEMOHCTPUPYET
O0JBIION CITIOBapHBIN 3amac.
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CTy,Z[CHT ACMOHCTPHUPYCT XOPOIICC 3HAHUC MTPECAMCTA:

o MPOM3HOIIEHUE B LIEJIOM COOTBETCTBYET MPOrPaMMHBIM TpeOOBaHUAM,
HO BCTPEYAKOTCS Clydal OTKJIOHEHHMS OT HOpPMBL. B OCHOBHOM ymeer
HCIIOJIB30BaTh PUTMUKY, MEJIOJAUKY UHOS3BIYHOW PEUU, XOTS UHOTA PeYb MOXKET
OBITh HETOCTATOYHO BHIPA3UTEIHHOM;

o JEMOHCTPUPYET IIOJHOE IIOHMMAaHUE TEKCTA, PEYEBBbIC BBICKA3bIBAHMS
COCTOSAT U3 MPOCTBIX IIPENIIOKECHUIM;




J BJIaJI€€T HaBbIKAMU ITMCBMEHHON PeUH.

J crioco0eH BecTH Oecelly B COOTBETCTBUU ¢ KOMMYHMKAaTHBHOM 3ajaueii,
u3jaras He TOJbKO (akThl, HO M CBOE€ JIMYHOE MHEHHe. BianeeT TeXHUKOM
BeZIcHUs1 Oecellbl, HO HE BCErjJa MOXKET CIOHTAaHHO OTPEarupoBaTh Ha PEUEBOE
NOBEJICHUE MapTHepa. MOXKeT JomyckaTb KOMMYHHKaTHMBHO HE3HauMMble
rpaMMaTH4ecKue OIIMOKH. J[eMOHCTpupyeT CJOBapHbBI 3amac B paMKax
IIPOrpaMMBl.

14 CTyneHT AeMOHCTPUPYET OT/IEIbHbIC peUeBble HABBIKU U YMEHUSI:

e  Jie/aeT OMMOKY B IPOU3HOIICHUN U PEYCBOM MHTOHAIINN;

e HE COBCEM BEPHO IOHUMACT COJIepP)KaHHWEe TekcTa. llepecka3 cOCTOMT W3
KpaliHe MpPOCTHIX MPEHJIOKEHUH, TPH 3TOM JOIMYCKAIOTCS TI'PAMMATHYCCKUE
OIIIHOKHU;

® [P COCTABJICHUM AaHHOTAIMU K TEKCTy JOIMyCKaeT rpyOble ONIMOKU B
MMOHMMAHHUH COJICPKAHUS U TUCHbMEHHOW PEUH.

® MOXET Yy4yacTBOBaTh B Oecele, WCIOJIB3Ys YIPOIICHHBIE JICKCHKO-
rpaMMaTHYeCKHe CTPYKTYpPhI Il BBIPAXKEHHsI CBOMX MbICIei. Pearupyer Ha
BOIIPOCHI cobeceHrKa. YacTo Mmpu OTBETaX Ha BOIPOCHI UCIIOJIB3YET 3aydeHHBIN
TekcT. O6nagaeT OrpaHMYCHHBIM JICKCHYECKHUM 3aI1acoM.

6 CTyneHT [eMOHCTpUPYET OTCYTCTBHE C(HOPMHPOBAHHOCTH YMEHHH U
HABBIKOB HHOSI3BIYHOTO OOIICHHUS:

e [IpU YaCTHUYHOM IIOHMMAHUMU TEKCTAa HC MOXKET IMCPEAaTb €ro COACPIKAHUC.
OTBeyaeT UG HA IIPOCTBIC BOIIPOCHI, IIPU 3TOM JOITYCKACT IrpaMMaTUYICCKHUEC U
CHUHTAaKCHYCCKHEC OIJ_II/I6KI/I;

HE CII0COOEH BECTH 6CCC,Z[y. HpI/I OTBCTAX Ha BOIIPOCHI UCITOJIB3YCT 3ayYCHHELIC

(l)paFMCHTBI TeM. He BiageeT 10CTaTOYHBIM KOJIMYECTBOM YCTOﬁqHBBIX (bpa3 n
BBIpa)KeHI/Iﬁ JJIs1 BEACHU A 6CCCI[I:>I. He YMEET aACKBATHO P€arupoBaTb Ha BOIIPOCHI
CO6CCCI[HI/IK8.. Brnaneer MUHUMAaIBHBIM 3aI1aCOM JICKCHUKH, HO HEC YMCCT €T0
HCIIOJIB30BaTh

HTorosas mxaja OLCHUBAHMUSA PE3YyJbTATOB OCBOCHHUA NJUCIHUIIJIMHBI

NtoroBasg oneHka 1O AUCUUIUIMHE BBICTABIAECTCS MO NPHUBEACHHOW HIbKe Mmikane. [Ipu
BBICTABJICHUH HMTOTOBOM OIIEHKH TIPEToJlaBaTelieM YYUTHIBAETCS paboTa 00ydaromerocs B TEUCHHE
OCBOEHUSI TUCIUILIMHBI, & TAK)KE OLIEHKA MO MPOMEKYTOYHOM aTTECTAlluU
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